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OMEs & Interiors 


A look inside some beautiful homes in the 
Four Shires, plus making the most of your 
internal spaces 


EDDINGTON 


An insight into this glorious Oxfordshire 
village, its shops, pubs and other delights 


ET.TEEING IN ,>TRATFORD 


Escape Arts charity raises cultural 
awareness to aid health and wellbeing 
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Our next events at Highmarket House 

Dementia awareness 

Thursday 24th October 2019,2 pm • 4pm 

Join us to hear Gina Dutton, Head of the Association 
for Dementia Studies at Worcester University, share 
insights about the condition and offer practical 
strategies for caring for a loved one \with dementia. 

Carers support caf4 

The first and third Tuesday of every month, 2 pm * 4 pm 

Come along to our fortnightly carers support cafe 
where we offer a warm and welcoming environment for 
local family carers to get to know each other and share 
ideas and experiences. 

To find out more or to book your free place call us on 
01295 296854 or email mari 5 a.ram 0 s@careuk.com 
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Highmarket House care home 

North Bar Place, Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 OTD 

careuk.com/high market'house 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

WELCOME TO THE LATEST ISSUE OF FOUR SHIRES 


Over a mtllbn mogazfnesi 

Welcome to the October 2019 issue of Four^hjres, It’s our 22nd birthday I That's our 264th 
issue' since we first started we’ ve printed just over one million mogazinesi I do wish I had a 
pound for every one! 

This month our magazine Is packed full of great features and stories along with our regular 
columnists, George Fenemore, Bruce Cox Maggie Chaplin and Christine Bridger. All never 
fall to amaze with their unique perspectives on Four 5hfres' life. 

Our lovely cover picture this month was taken at The Big Feastival, the music and food event 
held every August in KIngham near Chipping Norton. The talented snapper Danny North has 
captured a small dinghy with sails emblazoned with the lyrics of Edward Lear's classic 'Owl 
and the Pussy Cat’. I’m a great fan of the Victorian nonsense poem, we were taught them 
as children and they do tend to stick in the memory. 

There’s another I like. 'Octopus', by Ogden Nash. It starts: 'Dear Octopus, I humbly begs, is 
they orms or is they legs? I marvel at thee Octopus if I were thee. I'd call me usi' 

Back In 1997, the world was a far simpler place than It is today. There was far less political 
Intrigue, the beer tasted good and everything was set fair In the world. No climate change, 
no diminishing ozone layer, no animals wrapped in plastic bags, no emails, no internet. 
England were winning rugby and cricket matches and there was no austerity... Hold on a 
minute, this alt sounds far too good to be truel Is it a case of looking back through rose tinted 
spectacles? Yes -1 think it most definitely Isl 

There’s a lot that’s dodgy In the world at the moment of course, but autumn 2019 Isn't 
treating us all too badly is It? 

Last month the cricket team did win their last test ogainst the Australians, the Indian Summer 
we seem to be getting (it happens now most years) is occeptabte enough and Hook Norton 
beer just seems to be getting better and better! The 2019 rugby world cup will almost be 
decided (come on England) and what better excuse for a trip to the local seated In front of 
the open fire... 

October sees the return of the Michaelmas Fair. It’s one of those events that draws down the 
end of the year for me. The Michaelmas Fair, Halloween, Guy Fawkes Night, Christmas, New 
Year... it's written in stone. 


JEREMY WILTON 
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WHAT S INSIDE 



WHAT’S INSIDE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH 


YOUR LETTERS: A chance to air your views 
or send your photos and comments for 
publication In our magazine, 

AROUND THE SHIRES: Last month's local 
news, successes and reports from around 
the Four SNf&s. 


6 

8 
12 
14 
18 
22 
60 


BOOKS: Two local authors' books are 
featured, plus a regular roundup of 
best books by Christine Bridger. 


OUT AND ABOUT: Places to go and 
events to attend, Find out what's on In 
the Four Shires this month. 

FESTIVAL FUN: A look back at the Big 
Feastival, Nocturne Live and Chances 
festivals from the summer 

ARTS AND ANTIQUES: Stratford 
community pulls together to support 
Escape Arts charity. 

GARDENS AND COUNTRY: Where 
have all the butterflies gone? A look 
at some of England's prettiest wings. 




HOMES AND 
INTERIORS 


Tips for decorating your autumn home, bringing 
surrealism Into your interior accessories and a 
peek inside some beautiful Four Sh/res properties 
currently on the market. 



GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES: Maggie 
Chaplin talks about the benefits of 
tinseed oli 

FOOD AND DRINK: Reviews^ events 
and a guide to where to eat out In 
the Four Shires. 

FASHION: Local independent fashion 
outlets showcase their autumn season 
styles. 

DISCOVER DEDDINGTON: A focus on 
the shops, eateries and businesses in 
this iovefy Oxfordshire village. 

THEATRE: Bruce Cox on Nine Sinstrs 
Songs and The SuJl, performed by BRB 
and Ballet Black.. 

EDUCATION AND BUSINESS: Banbury 
Bid manager, Jo HoEiand talks about 
local business challenges. 

LOOKING BACK: The late Labour 
MP Richard Grossman^ who always 
seemed to stand by his principles. 





FOUR SHIRES ♦ 5 

















































































LETTERS 



WHY THE ••• 
LONG FACE? ^ 

Dog loves a good 
funny pfcture and this 
was captured at the 
recent 170th birthday 
celebrations for Hook 
Norton Brewery. 
'Commander^ the 
shire horse looks less 
than Impressed with 
the photographer who 
is obviously putting the 
camera quite close to 
the tip of his nosel 


BATTLE OF BRITAIN A 

Dog was overjoyed to see o Hawker Hurricane fly 
over Banbury last month as part of the Battle of Britain 
display. 

Whilst the Spitfire is the aeroplane most often ossocioted 
with the Battle of Britain, it was the Hurricane that was 
more efficient. 

During the bottle, the Spitfire actually accounted for 
fewer German losses than the Hawker Hurricane. 

Whilst the Hurricane was slower at altitude than the 
Spitfire, the Hurricane could octuolly out turn both the 
Spitfire and the Messerschmitt BF109 (right). 

55% of German tosses during the Battle of Britain could be 
c[aimed by the Hurricane and out of these ^kllls\ the best 
proportion for losses of their own aircraft came from Polish 
aircrew (who had a years more ejtperience in battle 
than most UK RAF pilots ) 



DRIVING \X ITII DOGS 



Dog is always happy when he stumbles upon a new 
website dedicated to himself and his four legged chums. 


This month whilst tapping away ferociously for this 
very Issue he came across a great website www. 
driving wit h dog s. co. uk 


Now dog Is lucky enough to enjoy many adventures with 
his owners and this website offers a great companion to 
those days spent In the great outdoors. 

Wherever you are and wherever you're heading, you 
can find brilliant dog walks along your route or at your 
destination with the DrMng wj’fh Dogs site. 

It IS definitely worth a 'paw' through! 




ARTICLE ERROR 

Many thanks to Christine 
Ashworth of Chilson, who 
pointed out an error in Maggie 
Chaplin'S Battle of Edgcote 
feature (which appeared in 
Four Sh/res, August edition). 

The article mentioned that the 
Duke of Clarence was married 
In 1469 to Isabel, sister of the 
16th Earl of Warwick, when she 
was in fact his elder daughter. 

Maggie was interested to know 
If any of our other readers 
spotted this mistake? 



COOK :RTON BRE v; LRT' 

We are grateful to 
Simon Bradshaw 
for getting in touch 
regarding our pictures 
from the past in the 
September Issue. He 
Identified the brewers 
at Hook Norton Brewery 
- they are of course, 
the Clarkes, both the 
late Bill and late David 
Clarke, grandfather 
and father of James, 
presently at the 
brewery. The picture left 
shows Bill Clarke in the 
white coat. 


Paula Clarke 
also got 
In touch 
confirming 
that it was 
David (her iate 
husband) in the 
other picture on 
the page. Her 
father-ln-iaw, 

Bill, is pictured 
above in the 
white coat. 

Paula also 

pointed out that, on page 87 of the September issue, the celebrity at 
the Fatstock Show was Jimmy Edwards, not Percy Edwards. 
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FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 


WORDS AND PICTURES: Julian Dancer 
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
REMEMBERED 


The Battle of Britain was 
remembered in Banbury on 
Sunday when a World War 
II Hawker Hurricane fighter 
plane flew above the town as 
hundreds of onlookers lined the 
streets below. 

The famous battle was fought 
in the skies above southern 
England in the summer and 
autumn of 1940 and the RAF's 
defeat of the Luftwaffe was 
Q mojor factor in preventing 
Hitler's forces from in-vading 
England. The Hurricone was 
one of the aircraft that secured 
the victory. 

Banbury's tribute to those 
who took part In the airborne 


conflict began with o milltor/ 
and civic parade that 
marched from Broad Street to 
St Marys Church. 

Members of the public packed 
the pavements to applaud 
os service men ond women, 
veterans and cadets were 
joined in the procession by 
town moyor John Cotegrove, 
councillors and guests. 

After Q memorial service, the 
parade lined up In Horsefatr for 
the flypast before marching 
back down High Street to take 
the salute near the bandstand. 

Leader of Banbury Town 
Council Kieron Mallon said: 





'The Battle of Britain was 
a crucial part of WW2. It Is 
important that we pay tribute 
to the brave men and women 
who defended this country in 
the most courageous way. They 
must never be forgotten." 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 


AROUND THE SHIRES 



• Town Mayor of Banbury, Ctfr John Coi&grave s^gn/og Jhe 
Aiisffo ran Drivers C/iJb regionscroH. Loofcfng on centra, 
the Club's Cria/rman, fony tunf, and on the right, Harry Rhodes, 
Oxfordshire Region's Repr&seniative (picture by Mart/n Archer) 


AUSTIN TEN DRIVERS CLUB OXFORDSHIRE 
RECilONAL SCROLL RUN 

The Regional Scroll Run was started by Banbury photographer and 
car enthusiast Harry Rhodes, as a way of raising interest In the Austin 
Ten Drivers Club and linking up various regions together Events were 
held all over the UK and in Europe with local dignitaries signing the 
scroll at each event, 

The Scroll was first signed in Banbury in January 2009 by the then 
Banbury Mayor, the late Ann Bonner. It was felt fitting to have the finai 
signing take place ot the same spot by the present Town Mayor, John 
Colegrave. The scroll will now be kept in the club's archive, recording 
what proved to be a very successful club event. 

This year Harry is standing down as the Oxfordshire region's regional 
representative after 32 happy years. 



WEEDON^S TV APPEARANCE 

The TV programme 'Antiques Road Trip' paid a visit to Vfnti'que in 
Weedon early last month. Antique expert and valuer Charles Hanson 
bought an early Victorian hand painted Jug and enthused about a 
World War I ifle found at the antiques centre. 

• pictured (left to right) Neii and Caroi Bury with Lydia Smfth and 
Charles Hanson in his sports car 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO US! 

The October Issue or the magazine marks our birthday! 



lMrinK*4n 

<7lllfvh. 


22 years ago this month we published the very first Four Shires 
magazine - it was then titled 'Banbury Fare'. We changed the name 

as some readers were confusing 
the magazine with the 'Banbury 
Fair' that happens every 
Michaelmas in the Market Place 
in Banbury. 


Since October 1997 we have 
published over 250 monthly 
issues, that's very nearly one 
million copies that have 
circulated In the Four Shires since 
the late 90sl 
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We are very proud of the 
magazine and hope to be 
around, with you, for the next 22. 

Thank you for supporting us for ail 
these years! 


A SUCCESSFUL 
AUTUMN WOLF 
RUN FOR 
SIIIPSTON HOME 
NURSING 

A team from Shipston 
Home Nursing 'SHN 
Team Quora" took on 
the Autumn Wolf Run, last 
month, raising over £1,000 
for the charity. 

Over the 10 km course 
they braved black out 
tunnels, slid into muddy 
pits, dived off bridges and 
swam through takes. They 
clambered over tyres, 
giant straw bale stacks and 
conquered the final net 
climb to the finish, with the 
tradltionatjump in to the 
orange mud pool, returning 
safely,, challenged but 
happy. 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 



CHARITY GOLF DAY RAISES 
FUNL‘)S FOR LOCAL MENTAL 
HEALTH CHARITY 

An annual golfing day has raised £LOOO 
for an Oxfordshire charity that specialises 
in helping people to recover from mental 
health illnesses. 

Whitley Stimpson, which has ofrces in 
Banbury, High Wycombe, Bicester and 
Witney raised the money tor Restore at their 
27th annual golf day held recently at Frilford 
Heath Golf Club. 

Restore is an Oxfordshire based mental 
health charity that supports people In taking 
control of their recovery, developing skills 
and leading meaningful lives. 


BRITISH RED CROSS 

Dear Editor 

You never know how you would act in an 
emergency, yet our actions could sove a life. 

This is why I think it‘s fantastic that, after 10 
yecffs of campaigning by the British Red 
Cross, it wPI be compulsory for first aid skills to 
be taught in all state schools in England from 
2020. It's an impactful way to give young 
people the confidence they need to help 
someone. 

As parents, Ben ond t are so thrilled our 
children will be able to learn these important 
skills so that they never feel completely 
helpless in an emergency situation. 

Ehs also a relief knowing that if anything 
were to happen to them in the future, more 
people might be able to help. 

So many women I know, especiolly those 
weoning their babies, are terrified of 
the possibility of their child choking. But 
children learning first aid could moke all the 
difference if one of their younger siblings wois 
choking at home. 

This new legislation, however, is just for 
schools in England. At the moment teaching 
first aid in schools in the rest of the UK is 
optional. We support the British Red Cross’s 


calls for it to become a compulsory port 
of the curriculum throughout the UK so all 
school children get the same chance to 
learn how to save a life. 

Marina Fogle 
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AROUND THE SHIRES 



RADIO HORTON IS EXR\NDING ITS 
LISTENERSIIIP 

Radio Horton has been trialting its ejtclusive weekly radio programme 
to Glebefields Care Home since July and after a successful official 
launch last week, Radio Horton has donated the internet radio to the 
home. 

Radio Hctfton Chairman, Anthony Brown said: ''We have been 
working on launching our Care Home sen/ice over the last few years 
with a view to providing a radio service to those receiving long term 
core. We are aware of the importance of music in assisting with 
social Interaction, reducing isolation and twinging back memortes," 

Radio Horton will supply care homes with an Internet radio at no 
cost and will broodcost o weekly service for residents. Any local 
care homes wehing to adopt the service are invited to register an 
expression of interest with Radio Horton by emoiling: committee® 
radiohorton.co.uk. 



HORTON MATERNITY LOSES ITS BATTLE 

Oxfordshire health bosses soy they will not return obstetrics to the 
Horton General Hospital unless circumstances demand It in the 
future. 

furious campaigners who have spent years challenging the 
downgrade of the hospital's full maternity service say the decision 
must now be referred back to the Secretary of State for Health 
by the new Horton Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
(HHOSC). 


ROCKET FUELLED I lALF 
TERM FUN AT THE 
BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM! 

From Recycled Rockets and Rocket 
Cars to o Halloween Cat Trail and 
Family Science Shows there is 
something for the whole family to 
enjoy at the British Motor Museum this 
October half term. 

To find out more please visit the website 
WWW. britteh motor museu m .co.uk 




Abraxas Cookshop lltumination 

Bam fleven Lightdraw Photography* 

H|||^ Beehive Gifts Paws at the Shires 

^ China & Glass by Abraxas Pour La Femme Beauty 

Country Clothing hyAbnL>:as Silver Sixpence Bridal Boutique* 
Darlington's Tea Room Simply Salvaged 

Dressage by Abraxas Something Special 

Flutterbyes Hair Texture Interiors 

Food for Thought by Abraxas The Garden Room by dMmts 
House of Carillon The Sweet Shop 

House of Carillon *Robeir The Watch Boutique 


REE Parking & Wifi • First Class Venue • First Class Service 

5' P E N 10am ' 5pm Ever v D a v 


www.heartoftKcshires^co^uk On the AS, 1 miles North of Weedon. NN7 4LB 

*Ap|Mtntment Only 
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BOOKS 



• Coifage, Great Few 


• Moody sky over hay bales, Asthatl 

OXFORDSHIRE 
IN PHOTOGRAPHS 


OXFORDSHIRE 

is (*liOTOGK^\mS 



1 




• FnY/i'/an&s /n Hfiey Meadows 



xfordshif© is just I v famous for its 
■ historic universttv, but the county 
also boasts many beautifut natural 
features and a fascinating historic legacy. 
The landscape ranges from the Chiltern 
and Cotswold Hllls^ the Wessex Downs and 


the Vale of the White Horse to the River 
Thames and Its tributaries. Historic towns 
and bultd!ngs include Oxford, Blenheim 
Palace, Chipping Horton and Burford and 
much more. 

Local award winning photographer Andy 
Prior has captured Oxfordshire's essence 
in his book Oxfordshire in Photographs. The 
book offers a collection of stunning Images 
displaying the county at Its very best. 

Here we display a small selection of those 
featured in the book. 

The book is priced at £17.99 
ISBN^97814456S6S06 


Broughton Gas tie 


• Harvest time, Weston-on-the-Green fright) 


• Great Haseley Mnofmfit 


• Oxford bike 
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BOOKS 



IN THE READING ROOM 


GREAT BOOKS TO READ. SELECTED BY CHRISTINE BRIDGER 
AT OLD HALL BOOK SHOP. BRACKLEY 


Jirt hi iprl, Lfca i tw ' 



THE LOST BOYS 

In 1944, a leading member of 
the German resistance, UInch 
von Hassell, was executed for 
his part in an assassination plot 
against Hitler His daughter 
Fey was hiding In Italy but was 
discovered, arrested and her 
two little boys, aged three and 
two were given new names 
and sent to an orphanage. This 
was standard practice In Nazi 
Germany. In Catherine Balley^s 
book The Lost Boys she tells 
the story of Fey's search and 
investigation to try and find her 
children in the years following 
the end of the war. Harrowing 
and fascinating. E20 



MUDLARKINC; 

IWudfarfcing by Lara Maiklem 
is an account of 15 years of 
mudlarking by the author In 
the Thames's tidal origins In the 
west, up to the estuary. She 
describes this as the longest 
archaeological site In England. 
Using found artefacts dating 
as far back as Neolithic times 
to the present, she tells many 
stories of the history of the river 
and its city. £18.99 


AIRHEAD 

Airhead by Emily Maitlis Is an 
irresistible, entertaining and, 
in parts, very funny Insight Into 
iife behind the scenes in the TV 
studio There are anecdotes 
about the people she has met, 
including Donald Trump, the 
Dalai Lama and Alan Partridge. 
Along with the entertainment 
value this is a considered and 
pithy commentary on modern 
life. £18.99 


I c:osiMO 

/ Cosmo by Carlie Sorosiak is 
aimed at children aged 8 - 
12 years old. It's the story of 
a family, the ups and downs 
of family life, all narrated 
by Cosmo, the family's 
Golden Retriever. Cosmo is 
very observant and has the 
best interests of all his pack 
members at heart. A charming 
story of family life told with an 
unusual twist. £6.99 
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BOOKS 



CONFESSIONS OF A 
BOOKSELLER 


LIFE’S A BANQUET 

If life gives you lemons^ add gin I 

Ufe*s a Banquet h the unoffidal but essential 'guide book' 
to negotiating your way through life - through education, 
family life and business, to relationships, marriage, failure 
and rejection. 

Aged 21, Robin Bennett was set to become a cavalry 
officer but at 21 and a half, he found himself working as 
an assistant grave digger In South London - wondering 
where It had all gone wrong! 

Determined to succeed, he went on and founded The 
Bennett Group and since then has gone on to start 
and run over a dozen successful businesses in a variety 
of areas from dog sitting to cigars, translation to home 
tuition. In 2003, Robin was recognised in Who's Who 
as one of the UK's most successful business Initiators. 
Catapulting readers through his colourful life and career, 
Robin Bennett's memoir is an inspiring tale. 

£9.99, ISBN 9781912881680 






SWEET SORROW^ 


David Nicholts' new book. 
Sweet Sorrow has received 
enthusiastic reviews for its 
evocation of first love and the 
trials of living In a dysfunctional 
family. £20 


^ FOLK 
TALES 


LOOKING BAC:K 

One of our favourite local writers, Sylvie 
Nickels, has produced a book of short 
stories - an anthology of tessons learnt, 

The stories are gripping, George 
Spenceiey's tale of Himalayan 
disaster especially so. 

Sylvie Nickels writes: 'I hardly dare 
say that I've written another book. 

Well, I have edited and written 

about a third - the rest is by felEow writers, including my late husband 
George Spenceley, part of whose lectures I have used, notably on 
his prisoner of war experiences and his avalanche in the Himalayas. 
The book Is Looking Back and Is based on that great teacher 
hindsight, via my own experiences and those of the others, covering most 
parts of the world, eras and age groups. 

i have also got a bit on my soapbox about modern society glued to Jts screens and unable to 
answer telephones!" 


ISBN 978-1-78876-971-6 Paperback 


Shaun Bythell's first book, 
the Diary of a Bookseiler 
was a very funny and 
recognisable account of life 
as an antiquarian bookseller 
in Wigtown, the Scottish 
book town. Confessions 
of a Bookse/ier, the follow 
up volume has Just been 
published and from my brief 
perusal seems to be Just as 
funny. Can't wait to read the 
rest of it. £16.99 


BUCKINGIIAMSIIIRE FOLK TALES 

Bucking ham shire Folk Taies by Terris Howey (right) Inctudes 
tales from the past, present and future! Look out for witches and 
dragons, ghosts, vampires and poachers £12 

ISBN 9780750967679 Paperback 


lifi: 
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OUT Am ABOUT 


OUT AND ABOUT 


XXT IAT’S ON IN THE FOUR SHIRES THIS MONTH 



WARWICK 

AT WAR 1939-45 




GRAHAM 
SUTI lERLAND 
(WARWIGK WORDS 
IIISTORY FESTIVAL) 

Lord Loycoster Hospital, High 
Street, Warwick CV34 3fd 
October, 10.30am 

Graham Sutherland's latest 
book, Warwick af War T939 - 
■? 945, looks at life In Warwick 
during World War IL Warwick 
was well prepared for air 
raids, despite squabbling 
amongst the organisers of 
the air defences and some 
organisations being unwilling 
to help. Although the town 
ultimately experienced very 
little war damage, problems 
come with the influx of refugees 
and evacuees, following major 
air raids nearby, In particular, in 
Coventry. Join Graham for an 
exploration of these aspects of 
the town's 20th century history. 


WWW. warw/ck dc. g o V. uk 



ESME STRING 
QUARTET 

Royal Pump Rooms, The 
Parade, Leamington Spa CV32 
4AA, 4th October, 7.30pm 

This is the first British tour for 
the winners from Korea of the 
2018 London International 
String Quartet Competition 


held triennially in April In the 
Wigmore Hall. Leamington 
Music has put on four of the 
last five winners, the Von Kuifk, 
Arcadia, Danish and Atrium 
Quartets, so this season will 
be iounched in style. The first 
winners of the competition, 
launched by Yehudi Menuhin 
in Portsmouth, were the Tak^cs 
Quartet in 1979. 

WWW. esmeq ua rte t. com 

THE WORLD’S 
BKKTEST EVER DOG 
PHOTO SHOOT 

Warwick Racecourse, Warwick. 
CV34 6HN, 5th October, 
10.30am-4pm (top centre) 

Be a record breaker at the 
Guide Dogs for the Blind grand 
dog day out. Here the charity is 
attempting to make a Guinness 
World Record. All dogs are 
welcome. Photoswill be taken 
throughout the day, with the 
group shot commencing at 
12.30pm. 

w w w. g uidedogs. org. uk 



NEILL CAMERON’S 
COMIC CLUB 

The Story Museum, Pembroke 
Street, Oxford 0X1 IBP, 5th 
October, 1 lam-12.30pm 

Develop your comic making 
skills and share Ideas with like 
minded enthusiasts. Awesome 
comic artist. Neill Cameron, 


will beonhandto offer helpful 
advice and tips, Adults are 
not required to accompany 
children to this workshop. 

boxo f fic e f ory m use urn. org. uk 


FOREVERLAND 

OXFORD: 

psyciiedelk: 

CARNIVAL 

02 Academy Oxford, Cowley 
Road, Oxford,0X4 1UE, 5lh 
October, 10pm-3am (top right) 

The world's most magical club 
night returns for an all night 
party like no other. Prepare 
for a scintillating explosion 
of the senses! Expect surreal 
spectacles and mysterious 
moments as Foreverfand invites 
you to dance at their most 
outlandish theme yet. 

h e/fo efor&veria n 6.com 



THE TRIAL OF 
.ABR.\I LAM THORNTON 

The Ballroom, The Court House, 
Warwick, 6th October, 7.30pm 

A dramatic reconstruction of 
the trial at Warwick Assizes 
that gripped the nation 
and changed legal history. 
Warwickshire bricklayer, 
Abraham Thornton is on trial for 
his life, charged with ravishing 
and murdering Mary Ashford 
(above), a 'lovely young 


virgin of spotless character. 
Hear about the incriminating 
footprints at the scene, the 
significance of 'Birmingham 
Time' and the unexpected 
events that followed the jury's 
verdict which was to change 
legal history, Performed 
by Uniockfng Warwick 
in collaboration with the drama 
departments of Warwick School 
and King's High School. 

www.untockJ’ngwanA/ick. org 



AUTUMN AND APPLE 
DAY 

HIM Close Gardens, Bread and 
Meat Close, Warwick CV34 6HF. 
6th October, 11 am-5pm 

Since 1856 apples, pears and 
plums were known to have 
been grown In the gardens 
and now there are more than 
60 different varieties there. 

By the 1990s, the trees were 
totally overgrown with swags 
of Ivy and brambles. Noreen 
Jardine, assisted by Geoff Croft 
and many volunteers, started 
a programme of clearing and 
restoring these trees to bring 
them back to full growth. Apple 
tasting and sales. Craft stalls, 
bee keeping, competitions and 
children's activities. Hot lunches 
and teas, sales of plants, 
produce and gifts. 

WWW. MiclosQgafdens. com 
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OUT AND ABOUT 






and performer^ drums with 
th 0 lf show featuring Ragtime 
and Jazz standards from the 
20s and 30s, and classics of 
19th and 20th piano repertoire 
as you've never heard them 
before, You will also learn how 
to stay happily married when 
your partner Insists on turning 
the bedroom light on after 
returning home from a late gig, 
and the astounding story of 
how Beethoven invented disco! 


PSYCHIC AND 
WELLBEING FAIR 

Langdale Hall, Market Square, 
Witney 0X28 6AB, 131h 
October, 10am-5pm 

The autumn fair features 
experts in self help, wellbeing, 
healing, mindfulness, meditation^ 


shamanism, numerology, 
healthy living and therapeutic 
massage. There will also 
be a range of holistic and 
alternative therapists, angel 
card, tarot and shamanic 
readers and mediums. There 
will be stalls seing crystals, 
jewellery. Incense and other 
gifts and free talks, workshops 
and demos. 


THE HORNE SECTION. 
THArS HOW I LIKE 
MY TOUR 

Deco Theatre, Northampton 
NN1 4AE, 18th October, 8pm 

Five outstanding musicians, 
one non musical stand up. 
There'll be comedy, songs, »> 


WARWICK 

Cl lOCOLATE FESTI\AT 

Market Place, Warwick CV34 
4BJ, 6th October, 11am-5pm 

At Warwick Chocotate Festival 
there Is even more chocolate 
than last year, spread across 
the Whole town. Think artisan 
chocolate, dipping chocolate, 
chocolate cake, and perhaps 
even chocolate beerl Lots of 
chocolate, be it coke, truffles, 
beer wine and even gin. 

What'S not to love! 


CL\LENDAR (^IRLS 
TI IE \1USIC.AL 

Royal and Derogate Theatre, 
Northampton, 8lh - 12th 
October, various times 

This marvellous musical comedy 
which received fantastic 
five star reviews in London‘s 
West End now comes to 
Northampton, starring Sarah 
Jane Buckley, Sue Devaney, 
Julia Hills, Judy Holt, Ruth 
Madoc, Lisa Maxwell and 
Rebecca Storm. 

www.royaJanddernga te. co. uk 

TJ IE ENCl lANTED 
.\PRIL 

Old Fire Station, 40 George 
Street, Oxford 0X1 2AQ, 8th - 
12th October, 7.30pm-10pm 
(right) 

Four very different women 
come together to escape their 
miserable lives and spend the 
morith of April in an Italian 
castle. Italy soon works its 
magic on them, their erstwhile 
husbands and lovers who 
follow them there. A charming 
romantic comedy drama 
guaranteed to lift your spirits. 


IT I lAD TG BE TWO 

St Giles Church, Oxford 0X2 
6HT, 12th October, 7.30-9.30pm 

Husband and wife team, 
Nadine Andr6, concert 
pianist, and Paul Cavacluti, 
renowned composer, teacher 


TI IE \X ARWTCKSl IIRE 
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA AND 
PETER DONOI lOE 


Warwick Hall, Warwick CV34 
4BJ, 12th October, 7.30pm 

Celebrated pianist, Peter 
Donohoe CBE, will be joining 
The Warwickshire Symphony 
Orchestra to play Brahms' 
much foved SQCond Plano 
Concerto In 
6 flat mo/or. 
Conducted by 
Roger Couli, 
the musicians 
wilt also be 
performing the 
overture to The 
flying Dufchman by Wagner 
and Franck's Symphony in D 
Minor: 


WWW. bridgehousethea fre.co.uk 


Batsford^ 

ARBORETUM & GARDEN CENTRE 


Soak up the spectacular colour at Batsford this autumn. 
Browse our selection of gtfts and garden goodies and treat 
yourself to lunch or afternoon tea in our caf6. A perfect day 
out for all the family - Including the dog! 






. " !■ - I 


Visit www.batsarb.co.uk for details 
on our forthcoming events 


Batsford Arboretum and Garden Centre 

Batsford, Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB 
Tel: 01386 701441 

Email: arboretym@batsfordfoundation.co.uk ^ 

www.batsarb.co.uk ^ 
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OUT Am ABOUT 



enthusEaslic dancing and a 
lot of mucking about. This is a 
unique show from the hugely 
talented band and Alex Horne^ 
the creator and co-host of The 
Bafla and Emmy nominated 
Taskmaster, which won Best 
Entertainment Show at last 
year s Broadcast Awards. 

WWW. thedeco.co.ufc 

YOU’VE GOT 
DRACX>NS 

Pegasus Theatre, Magdalen 
Road, Oxford 0X4 IRE, 18th 
October, 5pm-5.50pm (above) 

'Dragons come when you least 
expect It. You turn 'round... 


and they're there.' Lots of 
people get them: bad dreams, 
swirly tummy, feeling prickly. So, 
what can a young child with a 
bad case of the dragons do? 
This delightful tale of one child's 
journey toward coming to 
terms with their dragons, told In 
Taking Flight's unique style. 


www.pegasusfheafre. org.ufc 



TI IE I lAUNTINCi 

Rugby Theatre, Henry Street, 
Rugby CV21 2QA, 19lh- 26lh 
October, 7.30pm 

In an ancient, crumbling 
mansion, two men stumble 
across a dark and terrifying 
secret that will change their 
lives forever. This gripping new 
adaptation of some of Charles 
Dickens most haunting works, 
based on his spinetingting tales 


of the unexpected, will have 
you on the edge of your seat. 

www.rugbyfhea f re. co.uk 

THE HAUNTED 

c:astle 

Warwick Castle, 20th October 
until 4th November 

Wanton witches, plague victims 
and ghosts from history past 
take over Warwick Castle in a 
Halloween spectacular like no 
other. 

With six brand new attractions, 
the Haunted Castle promises 
fearful levels of fun for all 
ages. During the day, Wicked 
Witches have besieged the 
Princess Tower: paintings come 
to life as dark secrets of ghosts' 
past are revealed and Haunted 
Hollows host a handful of 
spooky surprises. 

Catch Warwick Castle's famous 
jousters as they set light to their 
lances In the brand new Fj're 
Jousf! With terror at every turn, 
who knows who is watching? 

WWW. warwfck -cas fte. co m 



I lALLOWEEN SPOOKS 
AND CillOULS 


Chinrtor & Princes Risborough 
Railway, Ghinnor 0X39 4ER, 

20th October, 9am-5.30pm 

There’s q definite chill in fhe air 
and they say the steam hauled 
ghost train of the old and eerie 
Chi I tern foothills comes a five 
in a very different and spooky 
way. It all looks rather innocent, 
but don't be fooled... we have 
heard there maybe hitch hiking 




October half term fun 


at Canons Ashby and 
Upton House and Gardens 


National 

Trust 


26 October - 3 November 


Visit Canons Ashby to try the family Halloween Bat Trail, 
or see Birds of Prey and let your iniaginatron run wMd on a 
Creative Writing Workshop. Over at Upton, weYe making 
wild crowns and planting bulbs in the woodland den. 


nationaltmst.org.uk/uptonhouse | nationaltmst.org.uk/canonsashby 
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OUT AND ABOUT 


ghosts, perhaps a haunted 
station and maybe even 
ghastly ghouls abfoad. Dare 
you 'dress for the occasion' 
and come along for a ride? 
Children can travel for £1 and 
will also receive a small treat 
bag. 

WWW. chfnnorra Hway. co. uk 



tHETEAM HMWD Ht PI AY (M ■■ i <.,i: lE^ WRON^p 

lETUrN WITH MfOTHClt CATAfTROWIC HUStIV ^ 




THE NIGHT WATCH 

Warwick Arts Centre, University 
of Warwick, Coventry CV4 7AL, 
21st- 26th October, various 
limes 

fhe Night Watch is the thrilling 
and beautiful story from the 
award winning author, Sarah 
Waters (Tipping the Veivet, 
fhe Paying Guesf and Fhe 
bffie Stranger). London in the 
1940s was a time when hearts 
beat faster and life burned 
more brightly. The Night 
Wafch is a tender, tragic and 
beautifully poignant portrait of 
four ordinary peopie caught 
up in the aftermath of an 
extraordinary time. 

WWW. warw/ck ahscen tre. co. uk 

JIMEOIN: RAMBLE ON! 

The North Wall Arts Centre, 
South Parade, Summertown, 
Oxford 0X2 7JN, 22nd October, 
7.30pm-8.30pm (pictured right) 

Superb stand up from one of 
live comedy s true masters. 
Jimeoin brings his brililantly 
observed, ever evolving and 
hilarious comedy to The North 
Wall for one night only as part 
of his latest smash hit tour. 

WWW. iherrorfhwan.com 

OUTSIDE THE BOX - 
A LIVT SHOW ABOUT 
DEATII 

The Mill Arts Cer^tre, Banbury 
0X16 5QE, 23rd October, 7pm- 
10pm {lop centre) 

A fabulous show which looks 
on the lighter side of death. Liz 


Rothschild, a performer, 
celebran^t, and award 
winning burial ground 
owner, gives unique 
insights and experiences 
in a highly original and 
beautifully cathartic show. 
It combines mercurial 
tales and miraculous 
truths, collected over the 
years from life’s finishing 
line. Funny, wise and taboo 
busting: Oufs/de The Box 
confronts the 'elephant in the 
room' with grace and humour, 
asking audiences to embrace 
mortality and look on the bright 
side of life, with a weave of 
untold and surprising stories, a 
hint of history and some pithy 
commentary on the funeral 
industry (from one who knows!). 

www.khh. org.jjk/thea frel 9 

ANDREA MC:LEAN, 
CONFESSIONS 

Main Stage, Royal Spa Centre, 
Royal Leamington Spa, 26lh 
October, 7.30pm {above right) 

Andrea McLean has been 
on your TV for over 20 years 
and She'S met, worked with 
and Interviewed some of 
the biggest names in the 
world. For the frst time ever, 
She'S breaking loose from 
the TV studio to bring you her 




confessions of life on and off 
the small screen. This night 
promises to be full of hot 
gossip, insider stories and secret 
confessions - and she'll be 
asking you to share yours with 
her tool 

www.warwickdc.gov.uk/ 
royals pa centre 


PETER PAN GOES 
WBONGl 

The Everyman Theatre, 
Cheller^ham GL50 1HQ, 19th 
October - 2nd November, 

7.30 pm 

Following their multi award 
winning success with The Play 
That Gogs Wrong, Mischief 
Theatre presents the West 
End smash hit Peter Pan Goes 
Wrong. The members of the 
Cornley Polytechnic Drama 
Society are back on stage, 
bottting fechnicol hitches, flying 
mishaps and cast disputes as 
they attempt to present J.M 
Barrie'S much loved tale. Will 
they make It to Neveriand? 

ww w. e ve/ym a n the a tre. org. ufc 



Halloween Half Term 


26 October - 3 November 2019 


Making Rockets 
Black Cat Trail 
Family Tour 


See website for full details 


BUY 1 DAY GET 
12 MONTHS FRE£- 

' wms 


pi QCTQBEra 

St»ECFACULAIt| 

HALLOWEEN 

SCIENCE SHOWS 


BRifiSH 

MOTOR 

MUSEUM 


n ^2 ^ ^ 


britishmotormuseum.co.uk 

J12 M40 . Gaydon . Waiv^ickshl» . CV35 OBJ 
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FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 



FESTIVAL FUN 

BIC} FEASXrVAL 

One© more the Big Feastival proved 
a resounding success with Four Shires' 
festival goers. 

Headliners f?ud/mGniai played Friday 
night to a sell out crowd. 

Jess Giynne, F/bow, Lewis Capaldi and 
local star Jack Savoretti alt played 
fantastic sets entertaining the audience 
with their well known hits. 

To complement the music there were 
food stands galore along with children's 
entertainment. 

Alex James' annual event never falls to 
please! 





NOCTURNE LIVE 

The Nocturne Live concert series, which 
returned to Blenheim Palace in Oxfordshire 
In June^ celebrated its most successful year 
to date with over 35,000 attendees across 
four days. 

The series, which transforms Blenheim 
Palace's Great Court Into a spectacular 
open air concert venue, presented three 
shows per night featuring an array of 
international stars including KyHe Minogue, 
Gladys Knfght, Tears For Fears, Ms iauryn 
Hiil, Sophie Ellis Bex for, Laura Mvu/a, Serif fi 
PoHtti, White Lies and Sister Siedge featuring 
Kathy Sledge. 
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FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 



• ies/ey W/stson-Sijm, Jo Cross and John 
Anderson 



• Kara Hayes, Dave Strayfui) and Kathertne 
Long (D-W/nel^y) 



^Afan and Lliy Hofmes 



CHANCES FESTIVAL 

The second annual CHANCES festival took 
place at Deddington last month. 

The fundraising and awareness event for 
strokes In younger and working age people 
was organised by Jo Cross, who suffered a 
stroke at the age of 34. 

Following her stroke, Jo missed music gigs 
and festivals and wanted to fundraise 
for charities close to her heart. When 
obstacles were placed In her way Jo 
thought why not set up my own event and 
fundraiser? 

So for the second year running the event 
has proved a resounding success. 



• Patsi, iexi and Ray Cox 



• The baf stall (above) and the band In fuli 
flow (teiow} 






• Sa/(y Pay-George and Gemma Ritey of Uttie Oak Vi^fneyard 


• Joe Rriggs 
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Truly a care home with a 
difference... 

What difference does it make when a nursing home 
has been rated outstanding in all five inspection 
areas by the Care Quality Commission (CQC)? 

The difference is having complete peace of mind. It is also 
having complete confidence. You know you or your loved 
ones are staying in a place where every aspect of care is, quite 
simply outstanding. 

For some, the idea of moving into a care home is full of 
worrying feelings. The loss of independence, the moving 
away from familiar surroundings, perhaps the concern of 
losing contact with friends and family — all may combine 
to create a fear of taking a step into the unknown. It doesn't 
have to be like that. 


Outstanding in every area... 

A CQC inspection rating of outstanding in every area helps 
to allay all these fears, because you know an independent, 
rigorous procedure has checked every aspect of care for you, 
and found it to be outstanding in all respects. There are no 
unknown qualities to the care, it is all of the highest standard. 
Our spacious, purpose built environment, central yet rural 
location and most importantly, 24 hour attention from 
qualified nursing and care staff assure you of the best possible 
experience. 

At Godswell Park your stay wilt be like visiting a plush hotel, 
with as much or as little involvement from our staff as you 
wish. We provide the discreet and sensitive support, security, 
respect and dignity that is everyone^s right should the time 
come to move Into a care environment. 


Confidence and complete care... 

Each of our staff members is dedicated to enhancing the 
quality of life of our residents, whether it be providing the 
nursing and personal care that is individually tailored to each 
resident's needs, ensuring the building is kept spotlessly dean, 
offering a spectacular menu at mealtimes or maintaining our 
eight acres of grounds where residents and their friends can 
enjoy a walk in a delightful setting. 

Many care homes may say these words, but GodsweU Park 
has a proven track record amongst the LB,000 care homes 
registered with the CQC in England to deliver care and 
service in each of these areas to such high standards. 


For further information^ to request a brochure or to arrange a visit please contact us on 01295 724000 

or by email to infot^godswellpark.co.uk 





























GODSWELL PARK 


Godswell Park is the jirst standalone general nursing home solely for older people 
in England out of the 18,000 registered with the CQC to achieve a score of 

outstanding in all five inspection areas. 



Spectacular dining every day... 


At Godswell Park we have the enviable reputation of providing ‘outstanding’ meals, produced by our 
highly trained chefs, for all our residents. We understand the importance that food has to play in 
peoples’ lives in regard to nutrition and enjoyment. After all, food is one of life’s pleasures. 

In addition to our normal delicious menus we also tailor our dishes to suit particular residents who 
might have a specific dietary requirement or a penchant for a particular dish. 

No one is disappointed and residents’ visitors can also eat in the restaurant. 


Tel: 01295 724000 

Email: info@godswellpark.co.uk 

GODSWELL PARK, CHURCH STREET, 
BLOXHAM, OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 4ES 


































ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


AROUND THE GALLERIES 


SHIRES ART AND MUSEUMS 



artisan arts and crafts in various 
Eo cat Ions around the town. 


ENC^RAVINGS, WOODCUTS 
AND LINOCUTS 

The North Wall Arts Centrej South Parade, 
Oxford,0X2 7JN, 8lh - 26th October, 
10am-4pm (above) 

The Society of Wood Engravers returns to 
The North Wall with Coast and Country, a 
themed selection of amazing relief prints. 
Over TOO wood engravings, woodcuts 
and linocuts made by artists as near as 
Summertown to as far away as America 
showcase the wide range of styles and 
Interpretations of which this art form Is 
capable. 

Inspiration for these prints has been drawn 
from the coast and countryside and the 
varied flora and fauna that thrive in it. 
Whether traditional or experimental in 
approach, these prints at! have one thing In 
common: an astonishing level of virtuosity 
and intensity distilled Into exquisitely 
rendered images 

con tact@ f henorf h waff. co m 



CHIPPING NORTON ARTS 
FESTIVAL 

Various town locations, 5lh October, 
11am-9pm (above) 

There will be exhibitions and 
demonstrations of painting, drawing 
and printing as well as many and varied 


The Town Hall will be taken 
over by one farge, fascinating and thought 
provoking installation never before seen 
In Oxfordshire by renowned arts group, 
^Stams Cafe'. 'Of Alt The People In All The 
World' uses grains of rice to bring formally 
abstract statistics to startling and powerful 
life 

Chipping Norton Theatre will be host to 
not only a group show by members of 
CNarts but Ihere will be screenings and 
talks about TV and film from preschool to 
adult by industry professionals where you 
can hear and see how these shows are 
conceived and created. One day with 
creative Inspiration for all ages. 

mvw.cnarfs.org 


The Jam Factory, 4 Holly bush Row, Oxford 
0X1 1HU, 6th October, 6pm-8pm (above) 

Join recent Oxford Brookes University 
graduate Imogen Nokes to celebrate 
her first solo exhibition 'Londscope 
Conversations' at The Jam Factory. 


Imogen creates vibrant screenprints 
and paintings that fluctuate between 
abstraction and representation, in an 
exploration of horizon lines. Her multimedia 
compositions use light and cotour to 
explore the natural dialogue of manmade 
and natural elements in our landscape. 

The lines of a pathway or hedge intersect 
before the vanishing point, as a beam of 
sunlight blurs the boundaries of perspective 
with one stroke of a squeegee. 

RUSTLINCTS, AUTUMN DAYS 
BY CATHERINE RAYNER 

Sarah Wiseman Gallery, South Parade, 
Summertown 0X2 7JL, 12th October - 2nd 
November (above) 

A solo exhibition by the award 
winning children's author and 
illustrator. In her latest collection 
of work, Catherine has been 
inspired by the turning of the 
seasons, when wild creatures are 
busily preparing for the winter 
ahead. 

Visitors can expect to see new 
paintings and prints inspired by 
small creatures searching out 
fruit and nuts for their winter 
stores; gathering grasses and 
thistledown for their nests before 
finally hunkering down for the 
winter. 

Using liquid acrylics and 
silkscreen printmaking, Catherine's lively 
and expressive tine describes movement 
whilst playing with scale and space, By 
placing the animal to one side of the 
paper, for example, she suggests that It 
has Just strayed tnto the frame and at any 
moment might just wander off again. 

WWW. wfeegaf. com 



ARTIST EVENINC; WITH 
IMOC^EN NOKES 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 



ARTIST ROOMS: 
PHOTOGRAPHER DIANE 
ARBUS 

Royal Leamington Spa Art Gallery ar>d 
Museum, until 1st December (above) 

Diane Arbus (1923-71) is considered 
one of the great figures of American 
photography. She pioneered the 
photographic approach that bridges the 
gap between documentary and fine art, 
through her commitment 'to photograph 
everybody. 

The works in the exhibition are drawn from, 
the Adjst Rooms collection. Artist Rooms is 
a collection oT international modern and 
contemporary art jointiy owned by Tote 
and National Galleries of Scotland. 

WWW. tafe.org.uit/arffst-rooms 

mac;num manifesto 

Compton Verney Art Gallery and Park, 12lh 
October - 15lh December (top right) 

in 1947, following the aftermath of the 
Second Worid War, four pioneering 
photographers founded a now iegendary 
alliance, combining an extraordinary 
range of individual styles into one powerful 
collaboration: The Magnum Photos 
agency 

Magnum Photos represents some of the 
world's best photographers, sharing a 
vision to chronicle world events, people, 
places and culture with a powerful 
nonrative that defies convention, redefines 
history and transforms lives. This autumn 
Compton Verney will host Magnum 
Manifesto, on essential collection of the 
agency's most significant and enduring 
images. 

Featuring group and individual projects, 
the exhibition includes magazine spreads, 
newspaper articles, excerpts from books, 
and other rareiy-seen material, putting 
some of the world' s most recognisoble 
images in a creative context. The exhibition 



captures over 70 years of history and 
presents the greatest events of the era 
alongside the more commonplace 
moments of everyday life. 

WWW. comp tonvem &y. or g, uk 

REINCARNATED RUBBISIi 
ENDANGERED AND EXTINCT 
RECTGLED ART EXHIBITION 

Buckingham County Museum, Aylesbury, 
until 2nd November (below) 

A fascinating exhibition of amazing onimol 
sculptures created from recycled moteriols 
by recycling artist Vol Hunt, 

This selection of pieces are appealing and 
informative and include animals, exotic 
birds, fish, dinosaurs and species of flora 
on the edge of extinction or now extinct. 
The sculptures hove been mode from o 
selection of throwaway materials, especially 
Val's favourite medium, drinks cans. 

This exhibition presents a subtle message 
about recycling and preservation, raising 
awareness of why the creatures on show 
are endangered or extinct, 

WWW. b ucksco unfy museum. org 


THE PRINTED LINE 

Rugby Art Gallery and Museum, Rugby, 
until 9lh November (above) 

Spanning from the 20th century up to 
the present day, this exhibition includes 
prints by David Hockney, Lucian Freud, 
Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso os well 
as Bridget Riley and Rochel Whiteread, 
alongside a selection of prints from Rugby 
Art Gollery and Museum's collection, 

WORLD WAR TWX). THE 
PEOPLE'S WAR 

Daventry Museum, Daventry, unlll 7th 
December (below) 

This exhibition commemorates the fact that 
It has been 80 years since the start of World 
War Two. The exhibition portrays the effect 
that the war had on the local community 
through exhibits and the memories of 
Daventry's residents. 

WWW.daventrymuseum.org.uk 
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ARTS AND ANTIQUES 


BACK TO 
THE PALACE! 


NEW ROYAL LEASE 
OF LIFE FOR PRINCE 
ALBERT’S DRESSING 
ROBE AFTER 150 YEARS 
IN WARDROBE 

A royal dressing gown worn by Queen 
Victoria's husband Prince Albert is 
set for public display at Kensington 
Palace - the place where the couple first 
met - after spending 150 years tucked 
inside a wardrobe. 

The full length, handsewn floral dressing 
robe, which dales back to the ISSOs, 
was bought at auction at Hansons for a 
hammer price of £3^000 by Historic Royal 
Palaces on August 12. 

The independent charity looks after 
various important sites Included the Tower 
of London. Hampton Court Palace and 
Kensington Palace - the place where the 
silk robe Is now destined for a new lease of 
life. 

Fieri Lynn, Collections Curator at Historic 
Royal Paiaces, said: “Surviving examples of 
Prince Albert's clothing are exceptionally 
rare, and this is the first acquisition by 
Historic Royal Palaces of an item from his 
wardrobe. 

"tt fills on important gap in the Royal 
Ceremonial Dress Collection - an 
internationally important collection of over 
10,000 items of royal and court dress - and 
offers us a fascinating glimpse into Albert's 
private and off duty taste. 

"Following research by our experts, we 
hope to one day display this fabulous Item 
at Kensington Palace to help us tell the 
story of his life with Queen Victoria in the 
very place they first meh" 

Chris Kirkham, Associate Director of 
Hansons London, said: "Queen Victoria 
adored Prince Albert and wore black for 
the rest of her life when he died aged 42 
from what was thought to be typhoid fever. 

"We're delighted this item of royal clothing 
Is set to honour his memory, return to 
Kensington Palace and be preserved for 
future generations to enioy. The purchase 
IS mode oil the more significant os it‘s 200 
years since Prince Albert was born on 26th 
August, IS 19." 



• C/iar/es Hanson, owner of Hansons, wrfh Pr/nce A/berf's dressfng mbe 
(picture courtesy of Hansons) 




* Prtnce Afberf (portraff by Parfr/dge, TS40, 
court&sy of Wikip&dia) 


• Queen Vfcforta fp/cfufe by JJE MayafI, 
1360, courtesy of Wfkfpedfa^ 
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The dress/ng robe features a crown 
h&ide ihe coHar and a florai patiern 
in goldi and pfnks (pictures 
courtesy of Hansons) 


Featuring a 
crown mark 
inside the colSar 
and floribunda 
rose design 
In gotds and 


the robe wos 
given to one 
of the royaf 
couple s most 
toyaf servants, 
German- 
born Rudolph 
Ldhiein. He 
became valet 
to Prince Albert 
and personal 
attendant to 
Queen Victoria 
and was so 
highly thought 


of he was rewarded with a job and 
pension for life by the Royal Household. 


The Surrey vendor, who did not wish to be 
named, said: 'Rudolph LdhIeIn was my 
great great grandfofher. He became the 
Prince Consort's second valet in 1847 and 
then principal valet In 1S5S. They knew 
each other as children. He was at Prince 


Albert's death bed when he died in 1861. 
My father used to say Albert died in his 
arms.' 

dressing robe is beautifully made, 
t inherited it from my mother. IPs been 
carefully preserved for many years, 
wrapped up and put away in a wardrobe." 

Queen Victoria never forgot Ldhiein s 
attention to Albert during his illness. After 
her husband's death, she retained him. 
as personal attendant and groom of 
the chambers. He retired in 1SB4 with a 
generous royal pension. When he died 
at the age of 6S in 1896 Queen Victoria 
sent a letter of condolence, wreath and 
representative to his funeral. He is buried in 
St Mark's Church Yard, Surbiton, London. 

Prince Albertis dressing robe wos sold on 
August 12 at Hansons. 

Enjoy free Jewellery valuations with Kate 
Bliss on lOth October at St Francis of Assisi 
Church Hall, Kenilworth CVS IHL 10am- 
3pm, 14th October at Kingham Village Hall, 
West Street, Kingham 0X7 6YA, 11 am-3pm. 

25th October The Moit House, Aiveston, 
Stratford on Avon CV37 7QP with Adrian 
Rathbone, Watches and Fine Art, Jim 
Spencer, Books and Works on Paper and 
Haydn Roberts Oil Painting restorer. ♦ 



ANSONS 




The Auction Centre, Heage Lane, Etwall 
Derbyshire DE65 6LS 
01283 733988 

www.hansonsauctioneers.co.uk 


Free Jewellery, Silver & Antiques 
Valuation Day with Kate Bliss 

KENILWORTH: 10 October 10am - 4pm 

at St Francis of Assisi Church Hal 1,110 Warwick 
Road, Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 IHL 


KINGHAM: 14 October 11am - 3pm 

at Kingham Village Hall, West Street 
Kingham, Oxfordshire 0X7 6YA 


BISHOPS CLEEVE: 22 October 11am - 4pm 

at The Kings Head, 19 Cheltenham Road 
Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham, Gloucs GL52 8LU 

Free Books, Painting Restoring 
& Antiques Valuation Day 

ALVESTON: 25 October 1pm - 4pm 

at The Malt House, The Rookery, Aiveston 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwicks CV37 7QP 

Contact Carol Jones on 07802 839915 or 

cjones@hansonsauctioneers.co.uk 

Free Home Visits, Probate & Insurance Valuations 
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• Hensons. ? 97T 


• Men }n Sheds off^ciaUy opening the!f nev^fy bufff she^ of George 
Etiiot hospital 2018 



* Joe Moore advertising 
the Funny Business 
exhibition. May 2016 



• Vo/unfeer Pau/ MifcheB 
in Captain Hook for the 
Shakespeare Birthday 
Ceiebraiians^ 2018 


CREATING SOMETHING SPECIAL 


AN INTERVIEW WITH ESCAPE ARTS 
CO-FOUNDER KAREN WILLIAMS 


^ ofe than two decades ago, when Karen 
^ Wtems (pictured right) established a small 
i^Arts project in Warwickshire, she didn't 


dream It would evolve into the success story it has 
become today. 

A passion for the arts alongside a sense of frustration 
at an increasing lack of creative resource in the 
community, inspired Escape Art's co-founder to 
follow her dream - and today she is the driving force 
behind its continued growth and success. 

Escape Arts became a charity in 2003, as a result 
of two local projects: Escape founded by ceramic 
artist Robin Wade in 1997 and Commun/fy Arf/n 
Action, founded by Karen In the same year. Their 
shared vision for a creative arts community group to 
aid health and wellbeing, quickly won hearts and 
minds and today it is recognised and respected on 
both sides of the county, where it operates out of 
two main hubs, In Stratford and Nuneaton. 



News of the charity's 
inspirational work 
quickly spread as 
requests for support and 
collaborations started 
to roll In, eventually 
attracting its first 
grants - including E5CX] 
received from a local 

community policeman - which funded the start of 
what became their flagship parents' 1 2 year project 
In Studtey, the popular Grow, Cook and Eat group 
which combined creative arts, health interventions, 
cooking and sourcing ingredients from their own 
community allotment. 

More projects meant Escape Arts also needed more 
room to grow, and soon found themselves moving 
out of Robin's gorden studio and taking over five 
unoccupied shop units in Stratford's town centre, 
transforming them into a vibrant gallery, youth music 
and film studio, of fee, home for Stratford Men In 
Sheds and a huge community arts space. 



• Escape to Neveriand: Escape's team display for 
the Shakespeare Birth Celebrations In 201S 


2014 marked the biggest milestone for the charity 
when it was awarded a share of a £1 million 
Community Funding Challenge led by Stratford 
Town Trust. Where to invest this money was 
instinctive - new premises - to be precise, a Grade 
II listed former 15th century cobbler, Tudor pub and 
slaughterhouse now sitting derelict in Stratford! But 
if this was to become a reality it was going to take 
vision. 

Karen said: 'This was a really big deal. When I 
walked in I admit j was daunted but there was such 
an overwhelming response from people who fondly 
remembered Henson's butchers and wanted to 
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• Happy Stratford, a piece of vvor^t created with Karen Wililarrts. and Paper Moorr 
as part of ChiHem RaHway ffmofabfo comm/ss/oo, 2019 



• Stratford In Stitches group preparing for yarn 
bombfng the yard at the Mayors Community 
weekend, 2079 


share their memories. There was a real vision for 
what it could look like. As a result we created this 
fantastic community based arts and heritage hub 
and visitor centre celebrating local arts. 

"There was nothing like this in Stratford. It was all 
Shakespeare, all the RSC. There was nothing about 
local people and we are all about local people. The 
whole focus is local people and local stories. 

"And it meont for the first time, after hoving 
previously had quite a nomadic life, we had a 
proper home so we could really start focusing on the 
charity, what we do and who for." 

Following a year of renovation work, the grand 
opening of the new centre In May 2015 marked a 
hugely proud moment for the Escape team. The 
celebrations were made ejttra special on the day 
by the presence of VIP guests - the Henson's family, 
employees from Its time as a butchers' shop - as well 
as veterans and community groups. 



• Shakespeare Judging the scarecrow fesWva/, as 
part of Shakespeare Birth Ceiebration, 2019 




!' '““t 




- 

i 


• A ce/ebraWon of 
work: Chfltern Raitway 
work ce/ebratfon, part 
of the opening of the 
new Eon don to Strafford 
tine, Escape Arts was 
commissioned by 
Chitfern Ra/iways to do 
seven pieces of work for 
their new fimetabfes 


'I felt elated on that day - hugely 
relieved and extremely proud," said 
Karen. 

Around the same time - as a way to 
further extend the charity's reach - 
Karen sought her opportunity to take 
their community work on the road. With 
the help of a Big Lottery grant, they 
rescued an old county council bus 
from the scrapheap and, fittingly for 
the charity^ in Karen's words 'we took 
something people didn't want and 
turned it into something beautiful.' 



Housing arts materials, a fridge, media 

suite and even portable radio station, the bus is a 

regular fixture of local festivals and charity events. 

Karen said: 'The Escape model that we use is all 
about inclusion and integration, each project Is 
supported by experienced link workers who support 
lots of different needs and help visiting artist ensure 
the creative activity is accessible for all. They are the 
glue that hold the whole thing together This Is the 
unique aspect we offer. A critical part of the work 
Escape does is to break down those access needs 
and makes sure everybody can be involved >» 


• Santa and bfs merry 
helpers during a vfsft 7o 
tVarw/ck hospital to 
give out mince pfes, 
cbocoiates and gills 
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• Art^s^ AH AHen's /ncred^b/e fe^Uai giant half run, always popular w//P * Festival artwork at Fabfest 2018 
afl ape^ 



• /Wadha^^e^s Bali, joint fundraiser with 
Shakespeare Hospice Childrens Hub a/ 
me Wh^^e Swan Hotel 2017 


and included. If they need one to one 
support we can work with them and their 
families to help facilitate funding support 
for that." 

Successful partnerships over the years 
Include other charities, such as Mencap, 
Turning Point and RISE as well as adult 
social care teams, schools and local 
businesses. But one of the most rewarding, 
says Karen, Is the relationship established 
with Shakespeare Hospice Children's and 
Young People's Hub in Stratford. 

'It'S all about bringing young people 
together, creating an activity where 
they can share and bond and grow and 
increase confidence in a safe place 
to explore some of those issues they're 
struggling with." 


Over the course of the 22 years Escape has 
been ably supported by a loyal army of 
volunteers, now numbering more than 150 - 
the longest serving, Paul Mitchell, boasting 
20 years with the charity, who now tends 
the heritage centre garden alongside 
supporting project activities. 

And they can oil reflect on the thousands 
of people whose lives they enhanced 
through a host of cultural and creative 
projects. These projects fall Into one 
of three categories: Community Art, 
Children's and Youth Programmes and 
Heritage. 

COMMUNITY ART 

Two words at the very heart of Escape's 
ethos. 

The diversity of their work is evident 
around practEcaEly every corner, from the 
In Stitches groups. Men's Sheds, creative 
health interventions, artists' workshops 
to volunteering and open days. But it's 
the exhibitions which have most helped 
build Its reputation as a community hub, 
exploring local histories, the changing 
landscape of the town and impact on 
focal people's lives. 

One of their most recent - and popular - 
Call The Midwife, casts light on Stratford's 
maternity and general health services from 
Victorian period to present day. 

Never missing an opportunity to entertain 
and inform, even the visitor centre's 
'smallest room' gives us pause for thought 


with the charity's permanent exhibition 
Lifting the Lid on Stratford’s Loos, exploring 
the historical links with one of the town's 
oldest businesses Thomas Crapper! 

But Karen is quick to point out: 'We're not 
simply an arts and crafts organisation. 

Our work is about using arts and culture 
to Impact on health and wellbeing. That 
underpins everything we do. 

She added: 'We are a very Inclusive 
organisation so we don't Just work with 
one particular client group. We have 
an established referral system where we 
work with lots of different organisations 
who signpost people into the project. 
What you end up with is a group of 
people coming together from all sorts of 
different backgrounds [earning, sharing 
and creating together. That's powerful. 

It doesn't happen very often in a 
community. 



• Land Army gfds enjoying afternoorv tea 
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• A fsbLiious picture fcom the World War ll Land Army wedding. The bride and 
groom were two young volunteers, Bili Jones and Rosie Ryder 


* V/Ps cetebraffng (be 75 (b ann/»/ersary of D-Day 
with D-Day veteran Phillip Sweet 


"We7s very muchi health by stealthy you^e 
byilding fflendshipSn you're building social 
skills^ you're learning how to work In a very 
diverse group, and you're valuing each 
other. 

"We're working with professional artists and 
practitioners so there's a very high quality 
in what we're doing. We find we're often 
the stepping stones for people getting 
back involved in their community. 

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTI] 

pro(;rai\i\ies 


One of (be most rewarding aspects of tbe 
cbari(y"s work fs f(s deve/opmen( of yof/ng 
peopte. 

Projects are vast and varied, including a 
youth caf6, radio station, Lego Animation 
workshops, birthday parties, after¬ 
school clubs, holiday camps and work 
experience. 

One of their most successful is what they 
call their Legacy Project - working with 
partner organisations in the fields of 
behavioural difficulties, mental health, 
illness, bereavement and isolation. 

Karen said: 'The work is all geared around 
giving them ownership so they get Involved 
In our projects, whether it's interviewing 
war veterans or helping collate our press 
releases, it's about them leaving something 
tangible. We're turning the tables and 
giving them the responsibility to make an 
impact on other people, it's not Just about 
us making an Impact on them/ 

HERITAGE 

Celebrating (he past fs also a part of what 
bas shaped (be charity's future. 

Escape's most Innovative projects and 
exhibitions have ieft their mark on the 



• V/Ps, veterans and important pensioners group, at our 
ceiebration event at fbe Wbf(e Swan Ho(ei as our D-Day 
veterans receive (befr Legion d'Honnuers 


tocai community. They inciude regular 
gatherings of VIPs (Veterans and Interesting 
Pensioners) such as birthdays and 
Christmas dinners; and a WWI centenary 
commemoration. One of the most taiked 
about projects of last year was a two- 
day event to which eight of the originai 
Warwickshire Land Giris were invited to 
help re-enact a WWH wedding. 

Karen said: "Heritage is so Important to us, 
It'S about valuing people and valuing their 
stories. It's about ensuring they feel a sense 
of belonging in their communities and 
about enabling them to leave a legacy/ 

The work of Escape Arts does not go 
unnoticed beyond the county walls 
either and, in December last year it was 
presented with a Queens Award for 
Voluntary Services. 


Look out for news 
of a new public art 
partnership with local 
hospitals as well as 
exciting plans for further 
growing its facilities In 
Nuneaton, 

In the meantime Karen 
says: 'Part of our role 
is about advocacy 
and about advocating 
the Impact of arts and 
culture on health and 
wellbeing and really 
validating that across 
professions. 

'I would like to see 
the work we"re doing 
continuing to grow in 
lots of different settings. In every hospital, 
in the playground. It would be nice for the 
arts to be validated in clinical settings and 
its importance prioritised in educational 
settings/ 

"It's been a difficult journey and there's 
been some heartache on the way, a lot 
of difficult decisions but I think what we've 
got now is something everybody involved 
In Escape Is extremely proud of.' 

Escape Arts can be found at; www. 
esca pea Its org .uk 

The charity is only able to continue its 
good work through continued funding 
support. Any businesses who are interested 
In sponsoring or partnering with the charity 
are invited to contact karenwllliams© 
escapearts.org.uk ♦ 


But what next for a charity whose 
accomplishments try hard to keep a pace 
with its founders' ambitions? 



creaUng conimunity wellbfliog 
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LICHTENBERG 

FRACTAL 

BURN 

A young Warvyick based 

entrepreneur, Mark Horton, has 
produced his first collecfion of 
Uchtenberg Fractal Burn pieces. Under the 
banner of UK Fractal Burn his collection of 
wooden decorotive and practical objects 
for the home includes tealight holders, 
wall art, side tables and serving platters. 
Each piece carries the distinctive patterns 
created by the burning process that is 
enhanced using natural or coloured resin 
within the burn pattern. Each finished 
piece is totally unique. 

The Lichtenberg Fractal Burn process uses 
high voltage electricity to create the burn 
pottern in the wood. "I hod seen a video 
about this,” Mark explains. "It looked 




• Table (above) 

• yeWow waney board (leU) 

• Clear board (below) 

coloured epoxy resin to further highlight the pottern. Each 
piece is then finelysonded ond finished with poly varnish. 

The serving platters and charcuterie boards are finished with 
a natural wox that is both food sofe and vegan friendly. All 
pieces con be wiped down and ore easy to maintain. 

As well as the initial collection currently on sale on Etsy 
individual pieces can be commissioned and colour 
combinations customised to suit. ♦ 

For more informotion get in touch with Mork by emailing him at 
ukfroc fa Iburn® gm a il .c o m 


exciting and a bit dangerous -1 enjoy a 
chollengej ” 

With the aid of an electricion friend they 
built the machine to create the high 
voltage charge necessary for the process. 
With help from Mark's father-in-law, Mike 
Baldwin, they prepared the pieces of 
wood for the burning stage. Electrodes are 
attached to opposite sides of the piece of 
wood enabling the electric charge to work 
its way along the groin to create a pattern 
reminiscent of a lightning bolt. 

Depending on the type of wood it con 
continue to spread along the tiniest veins 
like feathers. "The electricity finds its own 
poth" explained Mark, "I can influence 
the direction slightly but the charge will 
go where it wants to go. It Is an exciting 
process to watch and each piece of wood 
reacts differently”. 

When the burn is complete the grooves 
created are then filled with a natural or 




30 ♦ FOUR SHIRES 

































































ARTS AND ANTIQUES 




• Copper detail (aPove) 

• S/ue handte board (jTGft) 

• Oak feaWgbi fbefowj 



VINTIQUE 


Antiques, Vintage, 

Up • Cycled & Collectables 


THE BOOKSMITH 

NEW, USED & ANTIQUARIAN BOOKS 


Books, Coffee, Cake & Wi-Fi 




Open every day 
10am - 4pm 


Wednesday to Saturday 
10am - 4pm 


E: info@vintique.co 

@vintiqueltd 

vintique.limited 


T: 01327 341 980 


Events listed on Facebook 

@thebooksTnithweedonbec 

© thebooksmithuk 

T: 01327 227 391 


STOREHOUSE GALLERY 


Weedon Bcc, NorUuuDiiton 


Local Artists & Art Groups 



Wednesday to Saturday 
10am - 4pm 


Events listed on Facebook 

©storehousegallery 
l5i storehousegallery 


T:01327 227 392 


Find us at 

Building 1, The Depot, Weedon Bee, Northants, NN7 4PS 
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FOUR SHIRES HOMES AND INTERIORS 






Contact: 

Strutt and Parker, Banbury 

20 Horse Fair, Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 OAH 

01295 273592 

b anb ury @st rut t and pa rk er. co m 
stru rta nd parker.com 


STRUTT -PARKER 
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CHESTNUT HOUSE 

HERITAGE FIELD, ^I’YSOE 
WARWICKSHIRE 

A DETACI lED FOUR-BEDROOM 
PRCDPERTY ON A SMALL 
DEN'ELOPMENT OF FIVE BESPOKE 
HOUSES BUILT BY JERVIS HOMES 

GUIDE PRICE £650.000 

The propertv features Hornton Stone to the exterior 
and showcases an Jndividuatty designed solid oak 
porch feature. The gardens are laEd to lawn with 
ragstone patios and paths, with feature planting 

to some areas. 

The two remaining properties are both 4 bedroom 
detached houses with fitted bespoke kitchens 
finished in Farrow and Ball paint colours. Mandarin 
Sfane Dijon Tumbled travertine floors are laid 
throughout the kitchen and utility area and continue 
into hallways and WC, Corian worktops complete 
the kitchen schemes in complimentary tones with 
inset Franke sinks and mixer tops. Brushed steel 
appliances by Belling and Samsung complete 
the practical aspects of the kitchens alongside 
Integrated Hot point dishwashers. 
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HOMES AND INTERIORS 


CLEAR OUT THE CLUTTER 


TI IE BIG AUTUMN CLEAR OUT 


A cluttGred houss is an untidy hous© - 
now^s th:© tim© to clear up. It doesn't Just 
have to be in the spring! 

Sometimes th© task can seem a rather 
daunting one. So Just where do you start? 

Here we ofrer some tips to ease the 
process. 

Why is more important than how^ We all 
know how to declutter but knowing why 
will make it stick. Why do you want to live 




shop - and youlf be hefp/ng too! 


Smail progress is still progress: Celebrate 
the baby steps and the small victories 
Instead of waiting until the end. 



• Look for some 
pretty boxes 
to store things 
tidily away, if fee 
/his set of /hree 
boxes from 
poshbananas 
dfre c/. CO. ufc 


with less? Why are you making space and 
what are you making room for in your life? 

Less Is not nothing: Remember you don't 
have to get rid of everything. You decide 
what you want In your life. Keep things 
that add value. When It doesn't add value 
anymore, let it go. 

Not a race: Slow and steady change will 
be more sustainable than the fast and 
furious approach. Consistency will serve 
you better than stress and speed. 


Holding on is harder than letting go: Letting 
go may feel hard but holding on is harder. 
You hold on by continually paying for items 
with your money^ time^ attention, and 
emotion. You only have to let go once. 

If you are a beginner or dec I uttering 
pro, consider these rules before you next 
declutter. They will bring more purpose. 

Joy and Intention to your actions which will 
lead to long lasting change. 



FISHER 

GERMAN 


been in the industry for many yearSj the last 10 
working exclusively in the new homes sector, for 
regional and national agents and housebuilders. 

Johanna has lived in the Cotswolds for most of her 
life and outside of work spends her time following her 
love of the countryside and equestrian sports. 


Johanna Hooley has recently joined the Banbury and 
Thame team as our Regional New Homes Manager 
to create a stronger Fisher German presence and 
greater market share in the New Homes sector of the 
Residential Market. 

She brings with her a wealth of experience having 


For any new homes queries cx^ntact Johanna on johanna.hooley{S)f is he rgemnan.co.uk or 07407 828393 


New homes 


I'l. 1 riAi 

f-- 
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Steane, Northamptonshire 



Horley, Oxfordshire 

Stunning upgraded barn conversion 

* Drawing room, living kitchen, dining area 

* Games room, 5 double bedrooms (2 ensuite) 

* Agricultural barn, open bay garage 

‘ Garden, orchard, s u mmer house, 1.6 acres 

Capitvating family house with grounds and views 

* Haii, morning room, drawing room,cellar 

* Dining room, kitchen, breakfast room 

* Garden rQom,m 7 bedrooms (3 ensuite) 

- Gardens, garage, workshop, store. About 2.69 acres 

£ 

Guide price - £1^.500,000 EPC: D 

£ 

Guide price - £2,250,000 



^ South Newington, Oxfordshire 


Very well presented period cottage 

^ Living rootn, sun roonn, kitchen 
■ Utility/boot room, cioakroom 
- 3 bedrooms (1 ensuite) 

‘ Ga rden, off-road pa rki ng for 2 ca rs 



Guide price - £550,000 


EPC:D 



Piilerton Hersey, Warwickshire 


Impressive farmhouse with land 


£ 


KitcherVbreakfast room 
2 reception rooms, 5 double bedrooms 
Stabiing £ outbuildings., gardens, paddocks 
Fabulous furai setting, about 1.27 acres 

I Guide price - £1,100,000 


r 


Successfully 
sold this 
summer 



^ Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 


House and land close to town centre 

- 4 bedroom house with potential 

* Amenity land with stream and ponds 

* Asa whole or in 2 lots 

- Views to Bliss Mill, about 11.10 acres 


Guide price - £900,000 EPC: F 



^ South Newington, Oxfordshire 


Characterful and well presented village house 


£ 


Dining room, drawing room, study, ham/utiiity 
Kitchen/breakfast room, cloakroom 
4 bedrooms, bathroom, shower room 
Cottage garden, lawn and teiraoe 

I Guide price - £595,000 



SOLD IN AUGUST 


^ Shenington, Oxfordshire 


Attractive new family home in popular village location 

^ Halt, sitting room, utility room, cloakroom, study 
* Open-plan kitchen/breakfast/dining room 

- 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms 

- Double garage, parking, landscaped gardens 


Private Sale 





High specification new home with views 


■ Sitting room, dining room, utility 

* Kitchen/breakfast room, garagirg 
- 5 double bed rooms, 3 bathrooms 

■ Gardens and paddock with views 


£ 


Guide price - £750,000 



Banbury 01295 271555 


Matthew Allen 


Toby Harris Jackie Sweetland 


Robert Russell 


Alison Wenham 








































fishergernnan.co.uk 






Bloxham, Oxfordshire 


Substantial family house with potential 

* Hall, drawing room, sitting room 

- Kitchen/breakfast room, dining room 
‘ Bathroom, cloakroom, garden room 

- 6 bedrooms, bathroom, cloakroom 


- Off-road parking, mature gardens 


£ 


Guide price - £S75,000 




^ Sibford Ferris, Oxfordshire 


Spacious edge of viltage family home 

- Hall, sitting room, dining room 

- Kitchen, utility room, cloakroom 

‘ 6 bedrooms, bathroom, shower room 

- South-facing gardens, garage, parking 

- EPC rating C 



Guide price - £575,000 


Banbury 01295 271555 
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Overthorpe, Dxop/Northants borders 


Pretty Listed farmhouse with lovely gardens 

' Halij sitting room, dining room, office 

* Kitchen/breakfast room, utility^ cellar 
' 4 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 

' Workshop, lovely gardens 

* Tenniscourt, in all about O.S acre 



Guide price ^ £850,000 




^ OvorthorpOp Dxoo/Northants borders 


Well-presented Listed village house with a 
super garden 

* Hall, sitting room, snug 

* Living kitchen, utility room 

* Cloakroom, cellar 

‘ 4 bedrooms (1 ensuite), bathroom 
■ Ga rden s, off-roa d park! n g, ann exe/of f ice 

Guide price - £635,000 



o Banbury 01295 271555 
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WHY NOW? WHY NOT? 

NICK RUDGE, HEAD OF SAVILES BANBURY, 
DISCUSSES TI IE RESILIENCE OF TI IE LOCAL 
PROPERTY MARKET AND TI IE BENEFITS OF 
ENTERING IT TI IIS AUTUMN 


ncsrtainty has been a pfevailing 
theme In the market for some ttme. 
And, as the country heads towards 
the 31st October Brexit deadline, It seems 
unlikely that the headwinds created will 
drop away any time soon. 

Despite this however, the local property 
market so far this autumn has been 
Impressively buoyant. Our Banbury team 
moved into September with a healthy 
book of stock and we went on to launch 
an additional 50% more properties during 
the month. In fact our portfolio of open 
market sales has never been bigger. 

This theme is one our offices ore seeing 
across the Cotswolds and we believe this 
uptick is indicative of current sentiment. 
Sellers are telling us they have held off for 
too long and want to get on with life. It 
stands to reason because, when you look 
at the regional picture as a whole, the 
market has actually stood up well under 
the challenging conditions. 

While prices nationally have dipped, 
values In our local prime market have held 
relatively stable, seeing a slight uplift of 
0.5% in the lost 12 months. Over the last five 
years the Increase Is 3.3%, And properties 
have been transacting. Indeed, we have 


agreed 10% more sales this year than this 
time last year. 

Looking ahead, the wave of vendors 
introducing their homes to the market this 
autumn can expect a good response. 

This year we have seen a steady increase 
in new buyer registrations and viewing 
activity, which we think will continue. Much 
of this demand is coming from needs- 
driven buyers, alongside London re locators 
and commuters and those looking for a 
second home. 


Quality is key. Urban or rural, traditional or 
contemporary, small or large, well-built, 
immaculately presented homes which 
represent the top of their class, will sell 
well. And, of course, appropriate pricing 
that is sensitive to current conditions, is 
fundamental to safes success. 

Our advice to those who are thinking of 
putting their house on the market in the next 
12 months is to take a strategic approach. 
Fear of the unknown Is the greatest 
challenge in the market, but based on our 
experience over the East 60 years, we know 
that a little bit of certainty goes a long way. 
Talk to us now and we can work with you on 
a strategy that is right for you. 

Savills offers its clients a full appreciation of 
the market, based on in-depth specialist 
research and sound local knowledge. If 
you are thinking of buying or selling in the 
area, contact our local teams In Banbury 
on 01295 228 000 or Oxtod on 01865 339 
700. ♦ 
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Savills Banbury 

01295 228 000 


Properties 
to call home 


®nThe/\/\arket 



Moreton Pinkney^ Northamptonshire 

Delightful cottage with spacious living accommodation, 5 
reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, EPC = F 

Guide £520,000 | Freehold 


Shutford, Oxfordshire 

Charming detached property located in an elevated 
position in the village, 3 reception rooms, 5/6 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, EPC Exempt 


Guide £850,000 


Freehold 



Wardington, Oxfordshire 

Contemporary village family home with countryside views, 
2 reception rooms, 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, EPC = D 

Guide £855,000 | Freehold 


Lower Brailes, Warwickshire 

Grade li listed former rectory on the edge of the viiiage, 
4/5 reception rooms, 7/8 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms, EPC - 
Exempt 

Guide £1.895 million | Freehold 


Meet the team 



Sophie Gannon 

Associate 

01295 228009 

sgannon@5avilis.com 



Catherine Scandrett 

Associate Director 
01295 228007 
cscandrett@savilis.com 



Nicholas Rudge 

Head of Residential 
01295 228002 
nrudge@savi lls.com 


SavillS.CO.uk | Follow us on 



what can we do for you? 
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SHIPTON STANDING 


SHI P'l’ON - U N DER-W YCH WOOD 
OXFORDSHIRE 

AN EXCEPTIONAL CiEORCIAN 
STYLE, VILLAGE HOME 

Shipton Standing is a Georgian style home buiit 
in 1963 by renowned house designer Alan Gore. 
The house has been extensively renovated and 
Improved by the current owners, creating a 
fabulous family home with elegant rooms, large sash 
windows, high ceilings and wonderful proportions. 

4 reception rooms • study * kitchen/dlning room 
utility room • cloakroom • games room 
6 bedrooms • 2 shower rooms * bathroom * double 
garage, gardens and grounds of about an acre 
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■ befow and 
ieiow right: 
onathan 
\dfer vases, 
:^T»d/esf/cks 


rmara.co, 


^Daff's house irr ForttUgat, Cadaques, CafaJorifa, Spain 


• iVs a rare treat to see /ns/de an mfer/or designer's ow/n home. 
Roger de Cabroi started his career in desjgn, ass/sffng legendary 
artist Salvador Dali. His ioH in the East Village of New York City 
was described by New York Magazine as 'wiidfy different from 
the /av/sh and fradif/onai interiors for which he"s know/n/ His 
opproach gave the fop floor of an 1800s carriage house a 
surreal twist. fSource: Huffington PosfJ 


THE STYLE EILE 


SURREALISM 


• This unusual ffairarr surreairsf sofa is in the form of two 
cupped hands, resting on six brass feef 
and upholstered in hand sfjfched 
mustard veivef. Unique item 
from www.lstdibs.com 


As we move on from our travels around the world, this month we 
welcome a new feature to the Homes and Interiors pages, 'The 
Style File'. 

Throughout the coming months we shall be embracing a different 
style choice and looking at how it may work within our own 
homes, writes Cathy Black. 

For this, our inaugural 'Style File' I will be turning to one of my all 
time favourite styles, Surrealism. 

Surrealism as many may know, is a cultural movement that 
began in the early 19205 and is best known for its visual artworks 
and writings. Artists painted unnerving, illogical scenes with 
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• Jim Warren^i 'God Of Birds': Jim Warr&n 
began painling and soiling his art in high 
schooJ ov&r 40 yoars ago. Now considered 
a “Living Legend of the Art World". Jim 
coniinues lo create his unique style of art 
seen the world over. 

fiis faierih won him a firsf place award at 
his flrsf ad show in 1975. Soon after Jim 
began painting iilustratlons for books, 
movies and record aibum covers, most 
noiabiy the Grammy Award winning cover 
for Bob Segers "Against the Wind" in r9Si. 

tafer, he created artwork for Alice Cooper 
and Prince, as well as authors such as Ciive 
Barker ar\d Robin Cook. 


photographic 
precisEon, creating 
strange creatures 
from evervday objects, 
and developing painting 
technEq jes that allowed the unconscious 
to express itself. Its aim was to resolve 
the previously contradictory conditions of 
dream and reality into an absolute reality 
or that of a super reality^ 


• Tom Dixon fighting 

SURREALIST DECORATING IDEAS 

You donh need to have elaborate furniture 
or a huge budget to achieve great 
surrealist decor. There's also no need to 
overfill your room with objects. Instead, the 
idea is to use details such as colour, form 
and texture to surprise and delight the eye. 

It'S possible to achieve original and 
eye-catching results with very common, 
everyday objects. Here are just a few 
Ideas: 


Although mainty seen as an art movement 
there Is nothing to say that you can't 
embrace touches of the 'surreal' within 
your own home in order to make a real 
style statement. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF SURREALIST 
DECORATION 

Surrealist decoration often combines 
various elements to create an optical 
Illusion. 

The furniture options are often not 
designed to be conventional. Even the 
materials used are often unusual. For 
example, Instead of a typical chaise 
longue, you can find chairs ;made of o 
Persian rug draped over a metal base. 

As for the decorations and accessories 
It is very much a case of the weirder, the 
better Contemporary sculptures and 
artwork generally work very well and can 
be suited to any period of home and to 
whichever room you wish. 

You can also incorporate antiques Into 
a sunreafist style. After all, surrealist artists 
have no problem with incorporating 
anachronisms into their workl 

At first glonce, surrealist furniture seems 
designed to surprise, rather than for 
comfort or functionality. Despite this, 
it Is usually just as comfortable as any 
other furniture, and can actually be very 
versatile, as It often has more than one 
use. Therefore, many pieces may lend 
themselves to the smaller home where 
space Is at a premium. 


♦ You could buy globes of different sizes 
and hang them from your bedroom 
ceiling. 

♦ Hang your favourite rug from a wall like 
a tapestry, instead of laying it on 

the floor. 


♦ If you have 
souvenirs such as 
clogs or boots, you 
could display them 
In prominent places 
to really make them 
stand out. 

♦ Look for unique 
and interesting 
wallpaper Designs 
with bold black >» 




PROFESSIONAL DECOR.ATORS 


♦ Add decorations in unexpected places. 
For example, you could hang a wall clock 
In the bathroom, 
choosing a different 
style from the 
one you used to 
decorate the room 
Itself. 


LTX X ± W L-' kJ 

RELL\BLE 

DULU.K .SELECT DECOR-ATORS 

Dfco rating Professionals for over 11) wars 


■Mobile 


del 




07716 404914 
vrtvTAiiiiohilecarelaking. co. uk 
inib^a'mohileraietaking co. uk 



select 1 

TRUSTMARK 

1 Diilux^ 

DECORATORS 1 
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• Snowfait in Paratle} tJni\/er^& or The One That Gol Away, by George Gris. 
Prmf £ rj, /Phone coie £J7, from www.fineQr1ameticQ.com 


Leonora Caffinglon; British born^ 
Canrington's works include symbols of 
mysticism and sorcery, ond often, deal with 
significant recurring images. Carrington 
also wrote fiction, including 7he Hearing 
Trumpet { 1976), for which she is best 
known. She redefined female symbolism 
and imagery En SurrsalEsm. She worked in oil 
painting, traditionai bronze and cast-iron 


and white stripes are a great option and 
can help bring energy and create optical 
illusion within any room. 

♦ Common, everyday objects such as 
floor lamps that are far larger than normal 
size can be used to create surrealist style 
deccM'atEon, 

♦ Another really simple idea for surrealist 
bedrooms involves decc^oting the floor 
as if it were the ceiling. For example, you 
could decorate Et with glow-En-the-dark 
stars (painted would probably work better 
than the plastic alternative due to the 
wear and tear they will receive). 

♦ Decorate an entire wall with clocks. You 
could use alE the same cEock, or a variety 
of different shapes ond sizes. 


painter and printmoker was influenfial for 
his explorations of subconscious imagery. 
He depicted with realistic detail a dream 
world where commonplace objects are 
often metomorphosed in a bizarre and 
irrational fashion. His most famous of 
these works is The Persistence of Memory 
(1931). This Is a piece that cropped up 
many a time whilst studying at college 
and one I chose to garner inspiration from 
on many occasions; making decorative 
pieces from, a melting guitar to a melting 
clock cake for example! Dali would be 
my first choice for offering inspirotion for 
the home as he didnh just paint, he was 
also a sculptor and photographer, also 
who can forget his hugely sumptuous May 
West lip sofa! 


ARTISTS TO TURN TO FOR INSPIRATION: 

Salvador Dali: Possibly the most well 
known of oil the surrealist artists and my 
personal favourite, this Sponish surrealist 



Man Ray: As a very versatile and prolific 
artist, Man Ray worked in various media 
such as photography, painting, sculpture, 
film ond print. Operating in fhe gap 
between art and life, his photography 

relied on various techniques that 
blurred the line between 
the dream and reality. 

If you ore looking for 
subtle surrealist accents 
for your home, then a look 
at some of his photographs may offer 
inspiration for adding o touch of the surreal 
to your rooms. 


• Stunning hand and foot table design 
made of tam/nated and btocked 
mahogany by Mexican Surreaiist artist 
Pedro Fftedeberg with bts iconic hand and 
teg motffs 


and mixed-media sculpture incorporating 
wood, glass, and iron. With such a vast 
skill base she is certainly worth a look at In 
terms of inspiration for the home. 

STYLE NOTES 

Unique: Surrealism is a style of very unique 
design, where absolutely anything can go. 

Honesty; At first glance surrealism may look 
anything but honest, with untraditional 
placement of objects and often loud 
colour choices, for example. At its heart 
however, it was a movement of honesty, 
no matter what the outcome may be and 
despite the scrutiny of others. 

It doesn't have to be garish: Although 
you would be forgiven for thinking that a 
surrealist style would have to be somewhat 
rin your face" and outlandish this certainly 
doesn't have to be the case. Simply 
adding the odd touch to several rooms En 
your home couEd be enough to boost your 
space In a way you wouldn't necessarily 
have thought. 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

While surrealist decoration has generated 
great interest in the world or art, television 
and cinema, it hasn’t yet become a major 
interior decorating trend in the Western 
world, except in fhe boldest and most 
audacious homes. This doesn't however 
mean that you con‘t embrace a little of 
the surreal within your own property. There 
are also so many great artists to turn to 
for inspiration. This is a style where you will 
be spoilt for choice, no matter whot your 
personal style or the period of property you 
live in. ♦ 
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The mir of pa’^’^err>r, fabrics, plan’^s and 
colours Makes fhis rooM feel so relavec^ 


^lues and greens are cal^inq 

V for i-he bec^roow, even when 
There^s lo'^s qoin<j on 


a kind 


THE BOIIO HOME... 





This Mkono 
phoTo 
c^isplay ~ 
you coulc^ 
easily Make 
soMeThintj 
like This 
yourself,*. 


NEVER TO BE IMPERSONATED 


The great thing about creating a Bohemian look is that there 
are no ruEes. Warm^ earthy colours work ready weEl^ as do 
metallics and jewel tones. Look for deep browns, greens^ 
reds and blues for base colours, and then add saturated 
purples, fiery oranges and golds, zingy greens and bnght, 
electric blues Mix up patterns and textures, and use styles 
that would not necessarily go together In a conventional way. 
It^s all In the layering and an eclectic selection of unusual 
combinations that will ensure that your room Is completely 
unique, No two rooms are ever the same! 


A cofourfut Miy of cs^r-awiTrinq 
baqs conTam preTTy furpmes 
every TiMe They Ve opene<y, 

Ure TheM To sTore Makeup, 
hair acceiforiei and sparkly 
TrinkeTr. They will bnqhTen up 
our bedrooM beauTifuIly! 


Huqe coMfy rofai wiTh foTs: of cuihtortr and 
ordered chaos: of randoM furniTure and shelves 
sTuffed wiTh all of your MeMorabilia offer an 
inviTaTion To 'siT, chaT, have a drink, sTay 
awhile../ The boho look says 'More is MoreM 


These Ei'berTy Moroccan 
slippers will look 
fabulous boTh on your 
feeT and on The floor 
CMoroccan—arTs.coM) 


This eclecTic seT of four 
Floral Mandala CoMpasx 
boho sTyle cushion are 
froM AMazon 
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ThQ imagesstlDwn are of typical Maclaggarfe Mscket EihawliDmes. The’Specification depicted may vary to other hause styles at the below development. Some fixtures and fittings may not he 
included in the sale price. Prices and details correct at ttme of going to print, ^'^Nactaggart & MjckeLStainp Duty Land Tax offer and ^Help to Buy Scheme are not available «n coniunction 
with any other offer. Offers are available on selected properties, subject to terras and conditions and exclusions apply. Please ask your Sales Consultant for full details. 


The moment is right to move to 
St Jude’s Meadow, 

Milton-under-Wvchwood 



St Jude's Meadow is a perfect location - enjoy fresh air, glorious countryside and a beautiful new home. 

Choose from 3 and 5-bedroom detached homes with exceptional finishes. 

Prices from £422,495 


50% Stamp Duty Paid** or Help to Buy* available 
Coming Soon to East Challow 



★★★★★ 


5 STAR HOME BUI LDER 
CUSTOMER SATISFACTION 



HOME aiilLDERS FEDEHATIDN 


07966 244 376 
macmic.co.uk 


Backed by 
HM Government 
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There's a suMp’^ious, cosy feef +o roop^ts wi'hh biq sofas, cushions 
an<^ shelves fuff of books +ha’k wakes you feef like you're reaffy howe 



*' mmi] 


VERSATILE, CASUAL AND WELCOMING 
COUNTRY STYLE IS A NEVER ENDING 
DECORATING CLASSIC 


\ Miy 

and waEch 
your cushions, 
Ehrou/s and 
lawps Eo 
creaEe a sofE 
and welcowi'nq 
place Eo refa^c 

The painEed 
wood lawp 
IS frow ebay 
and Ehe fovely 
Eeaf lawp is by 
CEhan All en 


There'S a real Joy to decorating a country style home. Country homes smack 
of relaxing, peaceful vibes and rustic charm. In today's version of country 
chic there ore no 1980s lilacs and ruffled festoon blinds. Now. the troditionol 
worm colour palettes ore much softer and con be used as o striking 
backdrop to stripes and checks os well os the expected florals. 

Use comforatble, English furniture, big squashy and not too much clutter and 
fuss. Paint old wooden pieces and don't be worried if they look delightfully 
shabby os this will oil odd to the charm! 


if youVe lucky enou^^h 
Eo have a biq kiEchen, 
add a qianE reclaimed 
wood Eable EhaE foEs 
of friends and fawify 
can (jaEher around Eo 
share mu^^s of sEeawinij 
hoE coffee Cwuqs are 
from Houzz) 


V qor^^eous 
Ehis roow 
looks wiEh I'Es 
naEuraf wood 
ffoor, qenEle 
colours and loEs 
of fresh flowers 
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A s autumn is now well and truly 
upon us it's time to start thinking 
about preparing your home lor the 
forthcoming cooEer months. 

Gutters; Gutters are responsible for 
draining vast amounts of water keeping 
it off the exterior walls of your home, ond 
consequently protecting against damage, 
rust ond corrosion. Blockages can cause 
serious problems, so it's important you 
check your guttering to ensure your 
guttering is straight and free from leaves, 
nests and any other debris. 

Roof: Loose slates and roofs In a state of 
disrepair con cause teaks, draughts and 
other problems. It's easier to rectify any 


problems before the really wet and chilly 
weather moves in. If you have a flat roof, 
ensure it^s free from ony debris. 

Check safety devices: As you'll be 
spending more time indoors, it's a good 
time to check any smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors are fully functional. All 
alarms should be replaced at least every 
ten years. 

Check for draughts: It's also worth 
checking your whole house for draughts, 
if you don't, you may end up paying 
more for your heating than you need to. 
Windows, doors, attics, chimneys, cellors, 
electrical sockets and lighting Txtures are 
common places where 


Autumn 


/ 


eady home 


cofy bIa^hke’^^ srtutjqle 

under as 'the wea+Ker cooler 



A drau<^hf excluder can he fun 
like 'khir one from Ca+K l^idson 


draughts tend to occur, A lot of the time, 
small draughts can be fixed eosily. Window 
draughts, for example can be helped with 
the use of heavier curtains. Similarly, door 
sweeps can work well, or draught proof 
gaskets for plug sockets. 

General clean up: Ihs time to get rid of 
clutter inside, and out. All the items you've 
been hanging on to but never use, get rid 
of them. Clear out the garden shed and 




Properties available from £229,950* to £475,000*. 

The Polo Field, Lime Tree Village. Dunchurch, Warwickshire, CV22 7SA 

www.limetreeviElage.co.uk 

* Other charges apply and leases are subject to an assignment fee. Please ask for details. 
** Subject to availability. Please ask for full terms and Conditions, other charges do apply. 
Part ownership is available only in conjunction with a new build purchase. 


SecCEng Standards for 
RetinL-nient CcjitiniLjniiies. 


Retiring from t/ootlA doesn’t 
mean retiring from 


Join us at our Coffee 
Morning and see for 
yourself. 


Ask us about Rental 
^ Part ownership** 
y Part exchange 
/ New Homes avaliable 
Tiy before you buy 

^ Moving made easy 
options 

^ Award-winning village 

Ple’^se ask for d^ils 










Thursday 3rd 
October 11 am - 2pm 

Call today to reserve your 
space 01372 383950, or 
to request a free brochure 


A luxury retirement property and rewarding 
lifestyle is doser than you think with our 
range of purchasing options. Make your 
retirement dream a reality with Retirement 
Villages Group, 

■ Independent retirement living 
* Rural and suburban location 

’ Edwardian mansion village dubhouse 

■ Active social calendar 
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put any garden furntture away and bring 
any smaller plant pots Inside. As you'It be 
spending much more time iin the house, 

It'S a good Idea to make more space. You 
may also wish to rearrange your furniture 
and give your carpet a good clean. 

Bring your garden Indoors; Windowsill 

plants, herbs, flowers ond even fake flowers 
can brighten up your home and mood. Alt 
these things are inexpensive but can make 
a huge difference to the look and feel of 
your home. 

Check your heating; If your boiler breaks 
down In the middle of a cold winter, It's 
no laughing matter. Check your boiler is 
working properly, and if necessary, get a 



professional to check and service It . 

It'S more cost effective than having 
to pay for a brand new boiler later 
on. Ihs also a great lime to check 
and bleed all your radiators. 

Mood boosting lighting; With dark nights 
and limited daylight, the winter months can 
be tough. Vitamin D Is essential and In the 
absence of sunlight. It can be very hard to 
ensure you are getting enough, particularly 
if you work Indoors. Light therapy lights are 
a fantastic way to get a mood boosting 
blast of light in the comfort of your own 
home: just 20 minutes a day can have a 
significant impact on mood and energy 
levels and may be worth the Investment. 

Finishing touches: Simple, inexpensive 
accessories can transform a house Into 
a home. For the winter months, why not 
invest in candles, blankets, throws and 
cushions to make your home more Inviting 
and comfortable. 

A 

w'mcfow boy wdl bl^^qb’^Gn up 
a roort oufriVe 



FatVy Iiqh+f in a b^droort can 
alMos:+ ^ggI IiJcg a ni'^h+ sky 



Deep clean: Should you get a nice early 
autumn day It may be worth taking the 
opportunity to have a deep clean. Wash 
the things you never normally get around 
to doing. For instance, you could wash 
cushions and duvets, so they are nice and 
fresh for the winter season, ♦ 




We hove mony years af ejiperrerrce making all types of bespoke items frcrr doers, winclows, 
staircases, kitctiens, cupboards and furniture. Timeless, custoiri made joinery for old and listed 
buildings through to new builds. Superkn craftsmanship, quality and attention guaranteed for each 

customer. Contact us for o quote, 

db§swerfordheath.com 

davidbarbourjoinery.co.uk 

Heath Farm, Swerford, Chipping Norton, 0X7 4BM, Tei: 01608 683342 




U.NiT 5, Thorpe Close, 

OverthorpE Ixdltstrui, Estate BaxuurYj Oxox 0X16 4SW 

WWA V .V F S U A LCONTRO LS VSTEMS .C O. UlC 


ControK?^ 




VISUAL CONTROL 
HOME AUTOMATION SPECIALISTS 

SHOW ROOM NOW OPEN 

{BY APPOINTMENT ONL^T 

CALL 01295 278356 
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CUSTOM DESIGNED FURNITURE 

TO SUIT YOUR BUDGET AND STYLE 



I f yoLiYe looking for the very best in 
handmade furniture^ look no further 
than Swan Bespoke Furniture, based 
in the heart of the Northamptonshire 
countryside in Weed on near Daventry. 

Whether you are tooking for a small 
hallway table or a bespoke fitted kitchen, 


Swan Bespoke Furniture can provide the 
solution. 

The showroom and workshop Is home to 
a team of highly skilled and experienced 
cabinet makers and finishers. All Swan's 
furniture is bond made from start to frnish 
and the company prides itself on its 



attention to detail and the highest quality 
finish. 

A free design service is offered based on 
client specification and vision. This can also 
Include 3D Imaging to give full visualisation 
of the finished product. 

The Swan Bespoke Furniture company is 
probably best known for Its exceptional 
kitchens, however they also produce a 
wide range of handmade furniture for 
other areas. These Include utility rooms 
and boot rooms, wardrobes and dressing 
rooms, as well as study rooms, libraries and 
panelled rooms. 

All their furniture Is manufactured using 
the highest quality materials and timber, 
sourced from sustainable, reputable 



f/ure 


Reanliful, (fualiiw /taitffntm/e fm/x}ke 
fumiturefor»our home and k itchen 


you are tooking for from a sntaJl table in a hallway lo a bespoke fitted kitchen, 
make Swan Bespoke Funiituj'e your first poi't oreall. Custom designed around your budget and style 


“ Tel: 01327342739 or 07748 591849 

WWW. swanl>espokefurniture.co.uk email: info@swanbespokefumiture.eo. uk 
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suppliers, A wide range of taps and 
appliances can also be supplied. 

Once the manufacturing process is 
complete, the furniture is fitted by SwQn‘s 
team of fitters to ensure o top quality end 
product, 

Swan Bespoke Furniture aim to provide a 
service that mokes the process of buying 
and fitting high quality kitchens and 
furniture stress free and enjoyable for all 
their clients, 

Call them on 01327 342739 or 07748 591849 
I nfo@sw an bespok ef urnit u re. c o. uk 

THE FRENCH CHATEAU PROJECT 

One of Swan's most memorable recent 
projects Included working on an ISth 
century chateau in central France. 

An existing client for whom Swan had 
worked previously were keen for the 
company to work on the buitding in 
France. The [ocation and setting were 
unparalleled and providing furniture to 
match would test the skills of Swan. 

The company was commissioned to 
design, manufacture and install a large 
kitchen: floor to ceiling solid oak library and 
a television unit. 

Nathan Aris commented: 'This was a 
very exciting challenge. The scale of the 
project was enormous, but there would 
be the need for meticulous planning and 
organisation to ensure the project would 
run os smoothly as possible. It wouldn't 
be easy to pop bock to the workshop 
in Northamptonshire if we^d forgotten 
anything! 

'Once the design process was agreed 
and the manufacturing was complete, we 
departed with a lorry load of furniture and 
a van full of kit, After a long but smooth 
journey we arrived at the chateau. 

'Installation was a challenge as we were 
working alongside local tradespeople - 



but before long we were all working well 
together, despite the obvious language 
barrier. 

' With some careful planning the kitchen 
worktops had been templated and 
brought over from England Just In time to 
finish the job perfectly before we left for 
home. 

'Having worked for this client previously, 
we had built up a great working and 
social relationship which proved to 
be a key element in why the project 
went so smoothly. We stayed at the 
chateau throughout the project and 
their exceptional hospitality was most 
appreciated, 

'This was a fantastic opportunity for Swan 
to design, produce and install some 
beautiful pieces of furniture and showcase 
what the company can do. It was a 
challenging but immensely enjoyable 
project and one we will remember and be 
proud of for years to come.' 

What the French ciient had to say about 
Swan Bespoke Furniture: 

''We first met Nathan ond Stuart when 
they were working on our house for 
their previous employer. Their levels of 
skill, attention to detail and pure quality 
were all too evident. It was therefore not 
surprising that, shortly afterwards, they set 
up their own company: Swan Bespoke 
Furniture. From there they went on to moke 
us a bar and panelled rooms. When we 


bought our dream 18th century French 
Chateau the first people we thought about 
were Swan Bespoke furniture. We Just knew 
that Nathan and Stuart would be the right 
people to bring it into the 21st century. 

Nathan and Stuart came down to France 
for Q couple of days and measured, 
assessed and discussed with us ... and 
three days later we had a vision of what 
could be. The drawings looked fantastic 
and after a little tweaking for detail, we 
were in agreement. The result is fabulous. 
We have o kitchen you simply dream 
of and a solid oak floor to ceiling library 
complete with sliding ladder that is quite 
amazing... so good, that when we came 
to sell, we didn't need to advertise. 

We are now moving to the Dordogne and 
will need a new kitchen, boot room and 
dressing room. It^s a very simple decision os 
to who we want to work with. 

We just hope they have time to fit us in! 

Thanks so much guys." ♦ 
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Bi-fold doors, exclusive kitchen designs, integrated appliances, Hive smart energy and much morel* 

Find out how you can get moving soon into a home with more of wrfiat you want included with our 
Ways to Buy Schemes. ' 


DANETRE PLACE 

YEOMANRY WAY | DAVENTRY ! 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE | NN11 4TE 

4 & 5 bedroom homes from £350,000 

Marketing Suite & showhomes open Friday to 
Wednesday llaim - 5pm, Thursday 1pm -3pm 

01327 828085 

avanthoiines.co.u k/danetreplace 


PURBECK VILLAGE 

MYTON GREEN | EUROPA WAY | 

WARWICK I CV34 GBF 

2, 3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes from £270,000 

SHOWHOMES NOW OPEN WITH BRAND NEW SPECIFICATIONS 

Marketing Suite & showhomes open daily 11am -5pm 

01926 674683 

avanthomes.co.uk/purbeckvillage 











































































WAYS TO BUY 
SCHEMES'^ 


HELP TO BUY 

Only 5% deposit 20% government equity 

loan, 75% mortgage 

MY MOVE 

We'll find the right agent. 

the right price and the 
right buyer on your behalf 


We could buy your old home, 
no chains, no hassle, 
W no estate agent fees to pay 

SAFETY NET PART EXCHANGE 

We will step In with a safety net offer 
if your home doesn't sell with My Move 


Backed by 
HM Government 


'^Spedficalion varies on eacii ptol, please speak lo your Sales Acivtsor for speeirication 
details. to Buy, Rart EKCJiar^, My Move and Safety r^et Pail Exchange schemes 
are sublet to Avanl Homes terms and condilions, and available on selected plots 
only. For more information on schemes please speak to a Sales Advisor or go to 
avanthomes.co.uk/ways-to-buy/. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP 
UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. Not to be used tn conjunction with 
any other offers. Images representative only and may include optional upgrades 
at additional cost. Images taken from Cotton Yard showhomes with new 09 
specification. Prices and details correct at lime of going lo press. 
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BUYERS GET MORE IN THE MIDLANDS 
WITH DESIGN LED AVANT HOMES 



H omebuyers across 

Nofthamptonshire and 
Warwickshire have the chance to 
fulfil their new build dreams and get more 
of what thev want in a new home, thanks 
to Midlands based Avant Homes. 

The housebuElder offers several house types 
across a selection of two-, three, four and 
five bedroom high quality homes featuring 
an outstanding specification in highly 
sought after locations and offers multiple 
purchasing options to suit any buyer 
meaning a move to your dream home is 
easily in reach. 

Warwick's Purbeck Village 134 home 
development is located at Myton Green 
just Q short distance from the bustling town 
of Royal Leamington Spa. Homes are 
priced from £270,000 for a two bedroom 
semi-detached property to £625,000 for a 
five bedroom detached fomily home. 

While the 129 home Danetre Place 
development resides in the thriving market 
town of Daventry, close to the picturesque 
countryside on the Warwickshire border 
House prices start from £350,000 for a four 
bedroom detached home to £575,000 for 
a five bedroom property. 

SUPERIOR SPECIFICATION 

Each Avont Home comes with a high 
quolity specificotion including bi-fold 
doors os standard, ollowing natural light 
to fill the open plan living areas, which 
are complete with high ceilings and large 
windows. 

Designer kitchens boast top of the range 
integrated appliances by Hot point 
including ovens with Multiflow Technology, 
touch control panels, and state of the art 
hobs. 

The specification also exclusively includes 
bespoke, full height tiled bathrooms, fitted 
wardrobes in master bedrooms and a Hive 
Smart Energy Active Heoting System. 

Potential purchasers on the lookout for a 
home in the region con see Avont Homes' 


signature, design led specificotion first 
hand at the recently unveiled showhomes 
of its Purbeck Village development. 

The four new showhomes Include the two 
bedroom Beckbridge, the three bedroom 
Queens bridge and Lorton as well as the 
four bedroom KIntbury, and each comes 
with Q superior specification with more of 
what buyers want in a new build. 

PURCIIASE \XTTI I FART 

Exci I anc;e 

Not only does Avont Homes offer a high 
specification in every home but also many 
buying options including part exchange 
across selected plots on several Midlands 
developments. 

Homebuyers can 
take advantage 
of port exchange 
across the region, 
giving people o 
quick and easy 
way to move into 
their new home 
with waiting 
in a chain. At 
Daventry^s Danetre 
Place development 
port exchon ge is 
currently avaiEabte 
on the four 
bedroom Tetbury 


and five bedroom Ookhom housefypes, 
meaning buyers con be in their home 
within weeks. 

The popular port exchange scheme allows 
keen buyers to sell their existing property to 
Avont Homes, following valuations by local 
estate agents. Avanf Homes guarantees to 
make an offer within seven days and once 
an offer has been formally accepted a 
new home can be reserved. This method 
aims to speed up the moving process and 
ensures there is no chain or agent fees. 

Avont Homes Midlands sales and marketing 
director, Debby Pavitt, said; 'We have a 
wide choice of homes availabie In some of 
WarwEckshtre and Northamptonshire's most 
desirable locations making Purbeck Village 
and Danetre Place greatly popular. 

"The outstonding showhomes across 
our deveiopments creates a fantastic 
opportunity for anyone interested in 
purchasing o new home to catch o 
glimpse of the first class finish on Avont 
Home has to offer, and teamed with our 
port exchange scheme we con help make 
the transition an Avant Home as smooth as 
possibte.' 

The showhomes and marketing suite 
at Danetre Place are open Friday to 
Wednesday 1 lam to 5pm and Thursdoy 
1 pm to 8pm. Pius. Purbeck Village is open 
daily between Horn and 5pm. ♦ 
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DiscoverThe Extraordinary 

Understated Luxury •Sublime Comfort •Beautiful Detail 

Experience the gorgeous upholstery from Collins & Hayes in our Banbury showrooms 


i 



BUY ANY PIECE FROM 
THE ELUSON RANGE 


Visit our famous Bar)bury showrooms and 


AND GET A SECOND 


choose quality furniture & beds from selected furniture makers ; 


^ SET OF COVERS AT 
^ HALF PRICE* .i 



Collins & Hayes, G Plan, Parker Knoll, Alstons, Tetrad, Celebrity, 


Himolla, Sherborne, Stag, Hypnos, Sealy, Health Beds, Skovby, Etc 


* 


Furniture for every room, expert advice 3 years of trusted service. 


OpeningTimes 


Monday - Saturday 
g.oo am - 5:1$ pm 
Sunday 
10 am - 4 pm 


DENNETTS 

FAMILY FURNISHINGS 


V\/arwick Road 
Banbury 


0 X 16 2 AB 
Tel: 01295 253220 



WWW. bennettsfurniture. co. uk 


Exceptional quality. Exceptional value. Exceptional service 


* Offer applies to sofas and chairs from the Collins & Hayes Ellison range. Choose half price covers from the Cover Story collection 

at time of purchase. Offer extended until 3rd November 2019. 
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DOORS WINDOWS CONSERVATORIES ORANGERIES BI-FOLDS 

PVCU ALUMINIUM HARDWOOD 



TO COMPLEMENT OUR FULL RANGE OF WINDOWS DOORS & CONSERVATORIES, 
WE CAN NOW OFFER THE ‘LIVING ROOM’ ORANGERY AND THE BI-FOLD DOORS, 
AS SHOWN ABOVE AND IS AVAILABLE TO VIEW IN OUR EXTENSIVE SHOWROOM 



HomePro 

._haiiijinfiB 



FENSA 


I Registered Company | 





17 Thorpe Place, Overthorpe Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X16 4XH 

Telephone 01295 270 404 Fax 01295 270 406 
Email: info@banwin.co.uk Web: www.banwin.co.uk 
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MASTERS OF THE 
FITTED GARAGE 



With over 20 years of award winning successes, Dura have 
established an enviable reputation as the leading name for 
garage interiors in Europe. 

In 1996^ industrial designer Dominic Wishlade had the idea of 
Q ‘fitted goroge^ He found it surprising that there were storage 
solutions for virtually every space in the home, and yet the garage 
was woefully omitted. Even today, many luxury' homes ore 
supplied with carpets and fittings throughout and yet the gorage 
is left bare. 

So Dura was born, to provide a modular system of luxury furniture 
designed specifically for the garage environment. For the first 
time the benefits of fitted furniture, that had been exclusively 
for kitchens or bedrooms, could now be realised In the garage. 
Valuable space, which was previously left neglected, could now 
be a useful room and an attractive asset for the property. 

News of the benefits of Dura products quickly spreod to the 
professional audience, and within three years the system was 
established as the new benchmark for commercial workshop 
furniture. Dura now supply virtually all the most prestigious 
automotive brands worldwide. 

In addition to the luxury cabinets Dura offer a wall mounted 
storage system for 'clip-on' hooks and baskets. Combined with o 
large range of floor tiles, ceilings and lighting products, Dura offer 
the complete room makeover. 

To find out more and to arrange a free design consultotion, call 
0845 371 0044 or visit www.duragarages.com. Try the products out 
for yourself at Dura's showroom in Brackiey, Northanfs. 






r Call now 1 
for a FREE 
Design Survey 

and see how 
your garage 
L could look! J 


Alternatively, return this slip in an ^ 
envelope (no stannp required) to: 
Freepost RSLX-VXCA-GUTJ 
Dura Ltd, St Jamefi Road, Brackiey, NISI13 7XY 


iV^t\0 


Adclfuss 


Transform your garage into a 
beautifully organised family space! 


Dura's design team will help 
you select from an award- 
winning range of furniture, 
wall storage and flooring 
solutions to maximise 
your space - providing 
your family with a fantastic 
Teisure room' to support 
their outdoor activities! 


Modular cabinets 
Wall-mounted storage 
Floor tiles 

Design b installation 


Visit our showroom in Brackleyf 


Fitted Garages 

Fora FREE brochure, 

call 0845 871 0044 or visit 

www.duragaragesxom 
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THE FUTURE OF 


■ -b 


FOOD IS HEBE 


TAP, SWIPE OR SPEAK TO YOUR NEFF 
APPLIANCES WITH HOME CONNECT 


Out and about? 

Turn on and adjust oven remotely 


Busy entertaining? 

Start dessert from the table 


Need a reminder? 

Set a timer on your phone 


ALL THROUGH AN 
EASY TO USE APR 









//x * ts •. 


BUYWISE 


THE HOME OF HOME APPLIANCES 


©01295 266087 


CONNECT WITH US 


^ $ale$@buywiseofbant}ury,co.uk 







45 Parsons Street | Banbury Oxon [ 0 X 16 SNA 
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• The Ctaydon Eilal& Maze 



H sEping to place at Eeast 1^000 pairs of pre-loved shoes on childfen^s 
feet. Alexandra Verney at the Claydon Estate Is supporting Sals 
Shoes, a charity founded by African born CJ Bowry that aims to 
reuse shoes that so very often are thrown away. 

There are 300' miltion children in the world for whom walking with shoes is a 
rarity. This makes them vulnerable to Infection by parasites and injuries that 
are almost always left untreated. Without shoes, many children are not 
permitted to attend school. 

Alexandra Verney is hosting a charity fundraising event at The Stables at 
Claydon Estate on 2nd November to help raise the awareness of the Sals 
Shoes charity. 

The event will feature a morning of crafts activities and fun; the entrance 
fee for each family will be a pair of pre-toved shoes. 

Some shoes have already been donated to the charity and progress is 
being marked with a pathway of shoes heading around the maze at 
Claydon House. 

Helping to support the efforts of Sals Shoes. TOY (Thinking of You), which 
Alexander is a member of. will be donating a very special pair of shoes to 
the campaign. Max and Monique Burger established the TOY family back 
in 2011 when their son Yves passed away. A pair of Yves" first shoes will be 
donated to the November sale. 



Added to this. If you donate E5 or more via 
sa IsshoGS .char Ity c hecko u t .c o. uk/ pf/ju m p- for- 
toy you will be In with a chance of winning 
the Mutberry bag. Be sure to reference 
'Mulberry' and give your full name. The 
winning ticket will be drawn from a hat at the 
November 2nd event. Alexandra will respond 
to the winner via email on Charity Checkout 
. The bag will need to be collected from the 
Claydon Estate. All donations will go towards 
shoe transportation costs. ♦ 



There are 300 million rhildreo in the world for whom waLkirvg with 

shoes is a rarity. 


This makes them extremely vulnerable to infection !by parasites and 
injuries that are almost alwaysieft untreated. 

Without shoes., many children are not permitted to attend school. 

Giv^ your children's pre-loved shoes another chance to 
splash in puddles and kick up leaves on a new p^lr of feet. 

Do something that matters, see how it feels. 

Follow our journey to support Sals Shoes’ 

https://sajss hoes.char itycheckout.co.u k/pf/j ump-for-toy 
www.toyforever young, com 

SAV€ THE DATE 
Saturday November 
10:00a m - ll:3flam 

The Stables, Claydon CQurtyard. Ciaydon Estate, MK132EY 
A morning of craft activitre^ and pEay 
Admission: a pre-foved pair of shoes! 



• Yves" f/nsf Shoes 


For mofG Information on either charity visit: 
sa Issho Gs. cha r Ity c he ckou t .c o. uk/ p f/ju m p- for- 
toy or www.toyforevGryoung.com 
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BATTERY POWERED LEAF BLOWER 

The blowing force of this powerful yet 
lightweght electric blower is perfectly suited 
to clearing leaves, twigs and tight debris from 
around the home and garden. 



Fodlow Faroj Ltd on social media for lOur latest news, evenrts and offers 0 0 0® 

Pricn iickidr VAT. WMe’ laotlu Ed. EEJIE. 



COUNTRYMAN 

Bad boy, George Fenemore, has been fined! 
The grand sum of ^20.70 must wind its 
weary way to the RPA, post haste. 


Ho dear. Tut^ Tut. I have been a 
naughty boy, and I've got my 
mathematics wrong. 

After a "vbuat inspection by 
the RPA (the rural payments 
agency) last November we 
have now been informed that 
our ' declared' area of wildlife 
strips (0.025) of an acre is less 
than it should be. Note that the 
RPA (which is part of DEFRA) 
has already reverted back to 
imperial measurements... We 
hove been fined £20JO. There 
was no consideration that we 
left In place seven acres of 
headland strips when our old 
scheme came to an end - and 
have not been claimed. 

Well that's it for this harvest. 

The 'green goddess' strutted 
her stuff and is now back in the 
barn. The old dear did throw a 
few tantrums and did have the 
last laugh on me. My hearing 
aids were in my shirt pocket 
and \ stopped to sort out a 
header blockage - the aids fell 


out and were 'eaten' by the 
old girl. I know where they are 
* somewhere in a 16 acre field 
of stubble, but I doubt they will 
be much use if I find them. For 
the meantime I'll have to wait 
for three weeks to be fitted with 
a new set, so all is peace and 
quiet at the moment. 

The harvest came to an end 
during the last few days of 
August with a good crop of 
spring barley although for the 
first time in 60 years I was not 
in the driving seat, 1 was in at 
the 'kill' however, driving my 
ATV. Harvest Is always a time 
of surprises. We came across 
o bachelor herd of five w'hite 
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I TRIED TO EXPLAIN TII AT TI IIS 
ms A CROP OF MILLING WI lEAT 
AND WOULD GO TO THE LOCAL 
MILL TO FEED PEOPLE. HIS RETORT 
W4S THAT I IE I lAD NO INTEREST 
IN THAT, AS I IE W\S A VEGAN! 


fallow bucks and needed 
to stop and pick up two foe 
deef calves and move tPiem 
to safety. We then had to call 
in the boys to 'walk out' three 
broods of grey partridge chicks 
into the headland grass strip 
with the old hen birds doing 
their 'broken wing' tricks. 

The chicks were safely in my 
cap however and released 
into the headland strip. I saw 
them a few days iater all back 
together. These are normai 
occurrences during harvest 
time events on the small family 
farm. 

Not quite so normal was the 
'gentleman' that complained 
whitst I WQS 'opening up' a field 
of wheat recently. This chap (in 
his yellow and black running 
kit) was giving o two finger 
salute and shoking his fist at me 
whilst I was working. I think he 
was rather surprised when the 
combine stopped and a 6ft 
2inch ex-rugby prop forward 
slid off the pEatform to ask what 
the problem was. It turned out 
that the 'Green Goddess' was 
making too much noise and 
dust and spoiiing his 11.30am 
early morning run! f tried to 
explain that this was a crop of 
milting wheat and would go to 
the local milE to feed people. 

His retort was that he had no 
interest in that, as he was a 
vegan and bought his food at 
a London supermarket! Ho, ho^ 
silly me. I found out a few days 
later that this 'gentleman' was 
a 'blow in' - a phrase used by 
my good friend, Robin Page, 
and the runner lives on one of 


the new housing estates that 
are blighting the village of 
Deddington. 

With the harvest done and 
dusted, the chicken manure 
was spread and the cover 
crops of mustard and the 
sheep feed crops were 
planted and yes we have 
taken the plunge' and put in 
some oil seed rape. This time 
we doubled the seed rate In 
attempt to beat the fleo beetle 
and changed our planting 
tactics by buying in a new 
drill. Well, It was new to us. The 
'direct drill' goes straight Into 
the stubble without the need 
for any other cultivation. This is 
not a method of crop growing 
that sits wett with the 'old man' 
but ' needs must'. The machine 
has Its own computer and the 
tractor pulling it has a GPS 
satellite guidance system, all of 
which are well beyond me, but 
the boys understand it. 

After what can only be called 
a miserabEe summer our 
feathered visitors hove flown 
back to warmer climes and I 
wish them weil! We had good 
number of swallows with 11 


pairs In the farm buildings 
and good num bers of house 
martins making good use of 
the mud puddle in the farm 
yard. There were very few swifts 
however. I have no doubt that 
modern farming methods will 
take the blame but it should 
be remembered that our 
summer visitors are migrants. 
What happens to them when 
they return to where they 
came from has nothing to do 
with British farming. At the last 
survey by the RSPB we had 41 
different species of bird on the 
farm. I have worked with the 
Government Insect Institute 
and they have identified 361 
different types of moth and 
16 of the 2B different species 
of butterfly. We also hove six 



of our native bat species, so 
not too bad for a modern day 
small farm. 

Ho sod It, I am going to get 
back on my non GPS tractor 
with a clutch and gear levers 
and get the ground ready for 
next year's crops to feed my 
fellow man. 

Perhaps at 73 I should start 
to look for somewhere with 
roses around the door and get 
back to my stamp collection. It 
probably won't be Deddington, 
or perhaps I am just suffering 
from post harvest withdrawal 
symptoms! ♦ 
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GORGEOUS GARDENS 


A lexaridef John 

Garden Design and 
Maintenance are a 
Banburv based company that 
have been designing and 
buiEding gardens for many 
years now En the four Shires. 

The business is owned and run 
by Nicholas Macartney who 
has trained in horticulture since 
leaving college. 

Nicholas is a ptantsman 
and loves plants: primarily 
herbaceous perennials 
and roses. His real passion 
however, is making dream 
gardens become a reality, 
in the last year he has been 
exceptionaiiy busy designing 
and creating many gardens 
and the order book for the 
remainder of 2019 is fuil with 
2020 fiiiing up fost. 

The hard landscaping of 
the gardens he works on is 


carried out by Banbury Paving 
and Fencing and Nicholas 
also uses other landscapers for 
smaller buifds In Warwickshire 
and Gloucestershire. A new 
designer will be coming on 
board in 2020 to help NichoEas 
cope with the demand for 
designs outside Oxfordshire. 

tn 2019 three particular garden 
stood out for Nicholas. Their 
design, creation and planting 
were very fuifiliing. All three 
were based on a circuiar 
theme: 




Garden Design & Maintenance 
Hard Landscaping Service 
Border Planting Schemes 
Landlord / End of Let Tidy Up 
Lawn Maintenance 
Garden & Lawn Packages 
Plant Sourcing 

Free Advice & Written Quotations 


Alexander 


01295 36S917 
07854 22597 


ijifo@banburygardeners.co.uk 
WWW. ban bu ryga rdeners.co .u k 


Garden Design 
& Maintenance 



The Grange, Hook Norton (leR) 

Located on the former railway 
site, the south facing garden 
had far reaching views. The 
brief for this garden placed 
more emphasis on planting 
than other features, A water 
feature divides the two areas 
of the garden to create a 
division between the upper 
and lower levels. 

Nicholas commented: 

'It'S great when you have 
clients who are really in tune 
with their garden wishes and 
desires, what they want from 
their garden but don't know 
how to go about reaching that 
goal.' 

Austin Drive, Banbury (above) 

This was a small rear garden 
needing updating and 
refreshing. Primarily the brief 
was to make the garden low 
maintenance. A garden to 
potter In, sit and en|oy. The 
clients enjoy feeding and 
watching the wild birds and 
any features that facilitated this 
were paramount. 

Now the garden features a 
block paved surface with a 
small brick raised bed and 
low maintenance evergreen 
planting. The fences were 
painted to brighten the garden 


with a new circular pergola to 
re-home the client's existing 
vine. A low maintenance 
composite deck was also 
installed. 

Orion Drive, Brackley (below) 

This was a south facing garden 
located on the relatively new 
Radstone Fields Development 
feature. Nicholas admits 
getting a design to work in this 
space was rather chaiiengtng 
and after numerous drafts 
and concepts he achieved 
o design that hod fluidity and 
movement. 

The owners were keen to be 
involved right from the outset 
and had clear Ideas on the 
plants they liked and styles they 
wanted. But the rest of the brief 
was open for debate. Once 
the build was underway a few 
subtle changes were made 
to the design and the garden 
structure was born. It became 
primarily a cottage garden 
style with personally selected 
plants. It is a garden of three 
interconnecting circular shapes 
with narrow pathways around 
them edged in lavender. It also 
featured large expanses of 
brick walling clothed with star 
jasmine, known for Its powerful 
sweet scent. There is also a 
corner focal point featuring 
a Love Seat for early 
morning sunshine at one 
end and an existing cherry 
tree on the opposite. In 
time further additions to 
the planting scheme will 
be carried out when the 
client wishes. This was one 
of my most enjoyable 
gardens of 2019..,. ♦ 
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GARDEN EVENTS 

WHAT’S ON IN THE GARDENER’S 
WORLD THIS MONTH 



CANONS ASHBY 

Canons Ashby Road, Davenlry 
NN11 3SD 


BARN FARM PLANTS 

Upper Wardington, Banbury 

0X17 1SN 


Halloween Bat Trail: 1st October 
- 3rd November. 10aiTL-4pm: 
Dress to impress and Join us for 
a great family day, out hunting 
our hidden and spoot^y bats. 

Try the Bat Trail as a team and 
explore the grounds whilst 
solving the clues! Then collect 
your sticker from, the coach 
house shop. Normal admission 
prices apply. 

Clarinet Ensemble 
Performance: 13 October, 2pm- 
3pm. Enjoy clarinet ensemble 
music from the Bracknell and 
Wokingham Community Band 
in the atmospheric priory 
church. You can enjoy the 
whole performance, or wander 
in and out when you like. The 
performance will Include a 
wide range of pieces from 
Mozart'S Eine Kleine Nachtmusik 
to popular musical numbers. 
Normal admission prices apply. 


Willow Workshop, Large Stars: 
10th October, lOam-lpm. Make 
your own targe willow star to 
take home. £30 per person. 

Pumpkin hunt: 28th October - 
1st November, 10am-3pm. Take 
part in a free pumpkin hunt 
around the nursery. Can you 
spot all the spooky pumpkins? 

STOWE LANDSCAPE 
GARDENS 

Buckinghamshire MK18 5EQ 
{lop right) 

Under the Hawthorn at Stowe: 
Throughout autumn. This 
autumn opens the door to 
the Grecian Valley at Stowe 
where you'll uncover how 
the designed landscape has 
inspired our predecessors and 
still draws creative responses 
today. Take in the restored 
statues and monuments on 




BRUCE HOPKINS LTD 


Sheningtoh Airfield TekOI295^600711 or 07860^009708 

bruce@brucehopkins.CD.uk HAYTER 
www.brucehopkins.co.uk 




Sales, Service. Spare Parts 

1^0^ JLiA. 


Domestic & Commercial 
Groundcare Machinery 



walks, guided tours, meet 
the poet in residence, Dan 
Simpson, and experts in a 
series of events throughout the 
season. 



BATSFORD 

ARBORETUM 

Batsford, Moreton-lri-Marsh 
GL56 9QB 

Crystal Meditation for 
Beginners: 11th October, 11am- 
1 pm. A workshop aimed at 
those who want to learn how 
to use crystals to enhance 
and deepen their meditation 
practice. The workshop is also 
for those who are interested 
in crystals and would like to 
experience meditation for the 
first time and feel its benefits, 
amplified by crystal energy. The 
workshop costs £30, which 
includes admission to the 
arboretum. 


Autumn Photography 
Workshops: 22 nd - 31st October, 
Join Alan Ranger, an 
award winning professional 
photographer, at Batsford 
Arboretum during the 
spectacular autumn season on 
a half or one day photography 
workshop. Suitable for 
beginners and more advanced 
photographers, Alan will 
teach you the essentials of 
camera settings to capture 
those wonderful colours but 
also encourage your thinking 
in new directions with ways to 
interpret, enjoy and convey the 
many elements of autumn. For 
further Information visit www. 
alanranger.com/bat sford 



Pottery 
Painting 
for Pre¬ 
schoolers: 
25th 

October, 

10.30am- 

12pm 


Bring your pre-schooler for some 
autumn themed pottery painting 
fun in the forest Sschool with The 
Yard Pottery Painting Company! 
Explore the forest school site for 
inspiration to create your own 
autumn themed plate, bowl or 
mug! E20 per child, including 
a 10% discount voucher for a 
family ticket for the arboretum! 
>» 


KD 


All types of tree work 
carried out including 
stump removal & 
hedge cutting. 


tree 

care 


Che^atrade,com 


0 

n 


Contact us today 
for a free quote 
NPTC Qualified & fully insured. 

H kptreecare.co.uk 
s kptreecare@outlook.com 
□ 07788 289344 
01993 891526 
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WATERPERRY 

GARDENS 

Near Wheatley, Waterperry 
0X33 1JZ 

Apple Weekend: 5th - 6th 
October, 10am-4pm. A great 
family day out where you will 
be able to sample and buy 
many of our different types of 
apples and juices. Advice and 
information will be available 
on the day. Buy goodies at 
the craft and food fair, take a 
free tour of the orchards & fruit 
sheds and take the children 
around the apple anagram 
game In the gardens (garden 
entrance fee applies). 

The Great Pumpkin Hunt: 19th 
October - 3rd November^ 
10am-5,30pm. Find the 


decorated pumpkins hidden 
around the gardens and 
collect a prize at the end! £2.50 
per child (children must be 
accompanied by an adult for 
whom the garden entrance fee 
applies). 



E\ ENLY WOOD 
GARDENS 

Evenley NN13 5SH 

Hello Autumn: 6th October. 

A day of autumn activities 
to celebrate the beginning 
of autumn colour Including 
products from Evenley Wood 
Garden Honey 


Autumn Colour: Throughout 
October. A chance to see the 
wood in oil ifs fiery glory. Foliow 
the seasonal Eraii to see the 
best of the autumn colour. 

Halloween Spooktacular: 26th - 
31st October. Carve pumpkins 
by day or foilow the spooky trail 
by torchlight if you dareJ 



UPTON I lOUSE AND 
(GARDENS 

Home farm Drive, Banbury 
0X15 6HT 

Foresl School: 6th October - 
10th November, 9.30- 11am. 
Join the trainee Forest School 
guide who will be ieading a 
programme of six 90 minute 
nature sessions over a six week 
period. During the six week 


programme, chiidren will 
discover different elements 
of nature and wildlife. The 
programme is aimed at 7-S 
year olds. Booking is essential. 
This is a six-week course so 
children must be available for 
aii sessions. The E40 fee covers 
a IE six sessions. 

Battle of Edgehlll History walk: 
21st October, 10.30am - 4pm. 
The CotswoEd Voluntary 
Warden walking guide will 
be Joined by a local historian 
and archaeologist for this 
walk which takes you through 
medieval battle grounds, and 
onto local villages steeped 
in history. Please bring your 
own packed lunch to eat in 
the church at Radway while 
enjoying the exhibition there. 
The restaurant wili be open 
and serving plenty of delicious 
homemade cakes when you 
return to Upton. 

Autumn Half Term Actlvilies: 
Throughout October half term, 
11am-4pm. The Woodland 
Den will be open for children 


FN PILE & SONS 


AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL ENGINEERS, SALES AND SERVICE 







ASPEN* 


HhI Bof prolMsJqinaBi 


Stovax/Gazco Traditional & Contemporary Stoves 


Husqvarna 




-SkTCw-.:. , 


Husqvarna Automower® Robotic Lawnmower Range 


STOVAX 


Cub Cadet XT Range 


'EN; 


EN 




Aspen Alkylate Petrol 
Follow us on 


Caior Gas Morris Oils 
(Col I action Only) & Lubilcants 


Stihl Cordless Range 

CALOR 


RRTREE B\RM,WARMINGlTON, BANBURY 0X171JL.TEL 01295 211790. MON-FRI8AIVI-5PM. SAT8.30AIVI-12N00N. WWW.FNPILE.CO.UK 
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to take part in autumn related 
nature activities (Including 
making wild crowns - as part 
of '50 things^). From 11.30-2pm 
on the Saturdays, Tuesday 
and Thursday, we will also be 
Inviting children to decorate 
a plant pot and fill it with 
paperwhites. These delicate 
flowers [which can be seen 
on display in the house at 
Christmas) will look perfect on 
the Christmas table. Spotter 
sheets and wild crowns are 
free^ but the planting Is £3 per 
child= 



OXFORD BOTANIC 
GARDEN AND 
ARBORETUM 

Rose Lane, Oxford 0X1 4AZ 

Fungi Foray or^ National Fungus 
Day: 5th October, 1pm-3pm. 
Led by Professor Richard Fortey, 


Join members of the Fungus 
Survey of Oxfordshire for a 
guided foray. Find out more 
about fungi and spot them on 
a walk around the arboretum. 

The Phenomenon of Water 
Storage in Succulent Plants: 
17th October 7pm-8pm. 
Discover more about the 
remarkabie phenomenon of 
water storage In succulent 
plants with Dr Olwen Grace, 
senior research leader at the 
Department of Comparative 
Plant and Fungal Biology at 
Kew Gardens. 




SUDELEY CASTLE 

Winchcombe GL54 5JD 

Autumn Wildlife Trail al Sudeiey CasUei Until 25th 
October, 10am-5pm. As the seasons change 
and shades of orange, yellow and red colour the 
countryside, autumn is the perfect opportunity to 
enjoy the beautiful gardens of Sudetey Castle. 

Children can follow a new autumnal wildlife 
footprint trail around the grounds, finding out 
about some of the creatures that call the 
castle countryside home. Trail is Included with 
admission. Normal admission applies. Save 10% 
by booking online. 







vyu/a 






ORLD OF 


‘.etu rio n^MH urserJSs T 

famborouQhgaFdanoenfre.co.uk 


at the Garden Lovers’ Garden Centre 


A traditional garden centre that focuses on providing 
quality plants, garden products, homeware and gifts 


m A423 Soutliam Rrad Open six days a week 
nr Farnborough Tues-Sat 9am-S.30pm 

Banbury OKI 71 a Sun: 10.30am-4.30pm 

01295 090479 0PB\l BANK HOUDAY MOfUDAYS 


Teddy Bear LoversI 

Come and see the extensive range on display. Sbcks include limited edition ODlleGt^:>le 
Bears as well as lots of bvable, soft, cuddly comp^icns for Bear lovers of al ages. 




WHERE THINGS FOR YOUR GARDEN WONT COST THE EARTH 


f - 

SPRING 

AUTUMN 

PLANTED 

WILD BIRD 

BULBS 

- 

BEDDING 

CONTAINERS 

CARE 
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WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY: Chns Behon 



• Tifre Brimstone. TTiis butferff/. with Jts angutar shape and 
pronounced veins in its wings, closeiy resemt^tes o teof 



• The Ctiotk Hif/ SJ(/e. A smotf. widespread butierfiy thai 
occasionaiiy visits gardens, but is mofe common to chalk 
gfossfand in southern Engtanof. such as the Chiiterns 


WHERE HAVE ALL THE 
BUTTERELIES GONE in the Four Shires? 



• The Comma is o fas etna ttng butterfl)^. 

The scoJfopect edges and cofourtirg of 
the wtngs hide hfbemafing adults 
amongst dead leaves. It Is widespread in 
southern Bntaln 



* The Gatekeeper Is oftei? seen around 
Bowers growing In gateways, along 
hedgerows and field edges, ft Is 
widespread In southern Britain 


D uring August the plight of our 

butterflies come to light. Here. Chris 
Behon recalls the situation in Sulgrove. 

"'August is the silly season when It comes to 
news. Parliament Is in recess and summer 
holidays are in full swing. It is on opportunity 
for news Items that ore worthy of medio 
attention, but don’t normally receive it, to 
pop to the surface and be noticed. This 
yeor It was the butterfly which made It to 
Radio Four’s 'Today’ progromme and oil 
the national newspapers. Two reasons: the 


Painted Lady and the onnual Big Butterfly 
Count, the world’s largest butterfly count, 
orgonised by Butterry Conservation. 

The Painted Lady hit the heodlines as the 
nation experienced □ once In a decode 
phenomenon. They usually fly to Britain in 
the summer, but every 10 years, and the 
last one was In 2009, millions arrive in o 
mass migration from Europe to the UK, This 
July, os the Dally folegraph's headline said, 
’’’Millions' of Painted Lady butterflies set to 
arrive in the UK this summer’'. 



• The HofJy Blue is the first blue bufteifly to appear in eariy spring, ft fs the most common 
b/ue and can be found in parks and gardens where it congregates around hoiiy and ivy 
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• Large Skippers, are most often found resftng in a sunny posftfon, 
usuaf/y on a large leaf, or feeding on espedaily purple 

ones 



• T?ie JMoi'bfed /s o disftncfiVe and offrocftVe bfock ond 
butterfly^ un/ikefy fo be mfsfo!cen for ony ofher bu^erfty and can 
be seen fn large numbers on southern downlond 



The second reason^ the annual B^g Bufterfl/ 
Count came to my attention, as I think 
that the butterfiy Is in decline. When I lived 
In Addefbury the large buddleia shrub In 
the garden was covered in summer with 
a btonket of colourful butterflies, but not 
now. 

Since coming to live in SuJgrave I have 
walked the local footpaths and bridleways 
and in summer photogrophed the views, 
the flowers, the bees and the butterflies. 

But this year, as with last year^ there has 
been on absence of butterflies. Tve seen 
few Red Admirals, only one Hotly Blue, one 
Peocock butterfly, one Small Copper and 
the odd Meadow Brown in the garden. 
Strangely though, there are a considerable 
number of whites, large and small, plus, of 
course, the Painted Lady this year. 

Hopefully they will be back next summer, 
but the Butterfly Conservation Society isnh 


very hopeful. They say, "there is evidence 
of the serious, long term and ongoing 
decline of UK butterflies". 

In the meantime, here is my photographic 
record, token over the post few years, of 
what we may miss in the future. »> 


* The Smafj While. Commonly called o 
Cobboge White in the past, ft has b/Monf 
white wings, and one or two wing spots. 
The undersides are a rich creamy white 



• The A^eadow Brown. A very common butferfty that flies over 
vegefofion, even In dull weother 



• The Peocock has a spectacular potlern oTeyespofs, lo confuse 
predotors. but if also mokes ft eoslly recognisable 
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• Hh-e 3mo// Toifofsesh&fJ ftrobabiy the mosr common 
seen /n our gardens, ti arrives in spring ^nd can stiU be seen 
in iarge numbers in fhe autumn, ifs appearance /s striking and 
coiourful 


• The Fainted Lady h our fang dhfance migrant. Each year, it Hies 
northwards from Alortb Africa, ffie Middie fast and cenfraf Asia to 
mamfand Europe and the Br/t^sh tsies 



• The Red Admirof. This familiar and disfinchVe, forge buftedTy is common fn gordens. They 
conhnue ffying info fate autumn and can otTen be seen on buddieias^ fiawering ivy and 
on rotting fruit 



• The Smait Copper is only 
an occas/onaf visitor fo our 
gardens 



• The Speckfed k^ood. as the nome impfies. tties in 
partiaiiy shaded woodJand with dappled suniighl 


To help prevent further decline of butterflies, 
plan a well thought out garden than can 
attract more butterflies and create a 
breeding habitat. Bufierfly ComervoHon 
have downloadable resources to help you 
create a butterfly haven. 

Visit www.butterfly-conservQtion.org to find 
out how 



* The Ringief. The smaii circies on fhe 
underwings give fhe buiferf?y ifs name. 
Brombie and privet flowers are their 
favourite source of nectar 



* The Smaii deofh is on unnoticed buffedly 
that flies oniy In sunshine and rarely 
seffies more fhan a few feef above fhe 
ground 
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FOUR SHIRES FEATURE 


With Maggie Chaplin 



« A fl^ld of Hm&od /n Oxfofdsh/^e 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES! 


T he romantic poemn 'The gfri with 
the flaxen hair’ wos written in 1852 
and WQS the inspiration for one of 
Claude Debussy 's best known pieces of 
music, the Prelude of the some name. So, 
the poet and possibly Debussy too, fancied 
blondes, but why use the word 'flaxen'? It's 
probably not an odjective we'd use today. 

Flax is the Old English name for a very 
pretty plant. It hos delicate pale blue 
flowers, narrow leaves and o slender 
graceful habit, but In its natural state it 
isn't golden. Not only is it pretty but it's 
also a crop that^s been useful to man for 
thousands of years, and the Latin name of 
the cultivated variety - Linum usitatissimum 
reflects its value. It means 'the most useful 
flax'. Today we'd be more likely to refer to 
the plant as linseed. 


IT WOULD APPEAR 
THAT THE POET. AND 
POSSIBLY DEBUSSY LOO. 
FANCIED BLONDES! 

The stem has a unique structure, which 
contains fibres thot can be processed to 
be spun and woven into a fine fabric - 
linen (from 'Linum'] These fibres in the raw 
state are soft, lustrous and golden in colour, 
hence the comporison with blonde hair. 

At one time linen was the only practical 
alternative to wool and much more 
comfortable to wear, especially next to the 
skin, so the word flaxen might hove come 
more readily to mind. 

Flax was cultivated extensively in Ancient 

Egypt and was 
considered o symbol 
of purity. Egyptian 
priests wore only 
linen robes and they 
wrapped their dead 
in iinen. Egyptian 
linen was traded 
widely throughout 
the Mediterranean, 
and the Romans 
made their ships' 
sails from linen fabric 
as well as wearing 
it for clothing. Linen 
may have been 
Introduced to Britain 
before the Romans 



• The seeds beginning io ripen 


came, but It was they who encouraged 
the growing of flax here and built mills to 
process it. 

Throughout the Middle Ages in Britain flax 
was a common crop, but once cotton 
became readily available at a much more 
economical price, linen was sidelined 
mainly for tablecloths, napkins, pillowcases 
and sheets, items that are still referred to as 
table linen and bed linen. 

The flax plant also produces seeds that 
ore highly nutritious and rich in oil. which 
has a multitude of uses even today. It's 
probable that man ate linseeds In one 
form or another as long ago as he used the 
fibres, but the first direct evidence comes 
from remains of cakes made from baked 
ground linseed that were found along with 
a Paleolithic bog body. Throughout history 
linseeds hove been used whole or ground 
Qs o healthy food source and Pliny the 
Eider records that the rations of Roman »> 



• PH/owcases, hand toweis, tabteciolhs and hankerch/efs were 
made of iinen 
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• 7he flowers are iurniog to seed 


• Unen garments have a lived-in took 


soldiers included a kind of multigrain gruef 
with added linseeds. These tiny seeds 
are still valued today as a rich source of 
protein, dietary fibre, B vitomins, omega 
fatty acids and beneficial minerals. 

Then there^s the oiL You won't often find 
it in kitchen cupboards for culinary use, 
because on exposure to air it rapidly 
becomes rancid, although the cold 
pressed version lasts ionger. However, the 
oxidation process that turns It rancid to the 
taste makes it special for other purposes, 
The chemical reaction that takes place 
causes it to dry and thicken, which results 
in a protective, water repettent coating to 
whatever it^s applied. This property made 
it extremely useful in oil painting, rendering 
the point more fluid, transparent ond glossy 
and it dries to a firm but not brittle finish. 
Gilders too may use boiled (inseed oil to 
stick gold leaf to wood. 

Of course, the manufacture of cricket bats 
involves linseed oil too. Several coats are 
applied to the raw willow used for making 
the bats, which gives protection whilst 
allo-wing some moisture to be retained. 
Billiard and poo! cue shafts, gun stocks, 
surf boards, and musical instruments 
such as recorders ond the fret boards of 
stringed instruments may also be treated 
with linseed oil to strengthen and preserve 
them. 

Linseed oil has a significant role in the 
building and DIY industry. It's common for 
wood floors and garden furniture to be 
coated with it or with some preparation 
containing it. such os teak oil or Danish oiL 
Because it soaks in. unlike varnish, linseed 
olE shows off the grain of the wood and the 
result, although easily scratched. Is also 
readily repaired. Most modern windows 
consist of double or triple glazed sealed 
units, but traditional glaziers still have a 
use for putty, a grey paste that resembles 
plasticine and consists of linseed oil and 


chalk powder. Putty is used to seal panes 
of glass into their frames and once dry It 
can be painted over. Linseed oil products 
do have a disadvantage though. The 
drying process that makes them so 
valuable gives off a considerable amount 
of heot, and con pose a fire risk. Airtight 
containers for oil paints and putty are 
essential. 


Who remembers lino? In 1860 an 
Englishman called Frederick Walton 
invented a domestic and industrial floor 
covering that was made from wood dust, 
cork particles and linseed oil and called it 
linoleum - lino for short. It was In common 
use for over a hundred years until the 1970s 
when vinyl took over, but lino gave rise to 
a printmaking technique, tinocut, in which 
a design is cut into the surface of a block 
of lino that is then inked and used to print 
an Image A limited amount of lino is still 
produced for craft purposes. This situation 
may change. Lino Is considered more 
environmentally friendly than PVC^ so it 
may make a comeback! 

Flax played an important part in the war 
effort. During World Wor 2 the Ministry of 


Agriculture. Fisheries and Food initiated 
projects for developing the cultivation of 
flax to produce fibre to make parachute 
horn esses, rope and fabric and to 
supply cattie feed during wartime m:eat 
shortages. 

Linen fibre may now be enjoying renewed 
popularity. It feels cool to wear and as we 



• The deifcafe flower fs pale bJi/e 



« lino used for a type of printing 
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• imseed is a gracefui plant 


ars apparently set to experience warmer 
summers, linen cEothing is once more hitting 
the high street shops. If you tike the lived 
In look< linen Es ideal, but It is renowned for 
creasing and wrinkling, Table linen is often 
starched to prevent this, and clothes made 
from a blend of linen and cotton keep their 
shape better, 

Flax is fairly fussy what soil it grows on and 
harvesting the f bre is a specialised process. 
The plant has to be at just the right stage 
of development for the fibres to be at their 
best and then they are pulled out rather 
than cut, to maximize the length of fibre, 
and then left on the field to reft [a process 
by which the effects of sun, rain and 
enzyme action separate the fibres from the 
straw). Retting may take up to two months 
to complete and during this time the plants 
have to be turned to ensure the process 
IS even. Manual harvesting of flax fibre is 
labour Intensive and to do it mechanically 
specialized equipment is needed and the 
plants still have to be left for weeks tn the 
field. 


Little, if any, of the flax grawn for fibre 
Is now cultivated in the UK. Over 50% 
of it is produced In Europe, where 
growing conditions are more suitable. A 
considerable amount of the crop goes to 
China and India for clothing manufacture, 
Flax Is grown in Britain for seed though, and 
in the Four Shires you con see fields of the 
delicate blue flowers waving in the breeze. 
Because this crop is not being used for 
fibre, and long stems would be wosteful, 
shorter varieties have been developed for 
the production of seeds, which are now 
very popular. Mechanical harvesting of 
seed Is similar to the method for any other 
grain crop. 

Linseeds, which come in either golden 
or brown varieties, are praised for their 
health benefits and ore widely sold in their 
natural form to sprinkle on salads, stir fries 
and even on your porridge. You can buy 
bread with added linseed or linseed meal 
and instead of putting butter on your toast, 
you can use a spread that contains linseed 
as well as other vegetable oils. If that's 
not enough, there are linseed olE capsules 
to supplement your omega 3s and 6s in 
addition to your vitamins and minerals, and 
why keep these benefits to yourself? There 
are linseed preparations for livestock and 
dietary supplements that may improve the 
coat and general wellbeing of your horse 
Of dog. 

The UK linseed harvest has now been 
gathered in for this year and is well on its 
way to being processed, and some of the 
local crop may finish up in your garage, in 
your cupboard or on your table whether 


Ptold Milted Flaxsee<J 

f (Uiisct'cl) 



• Golden linseed, brown finseed and 
linseed meai 

you realise it or not. Next spring fields of 
beautiful blue linseed flowers will bloom 
once more in the Four Shires. Look out for 
them. It may be that a gentEe breeze on 
your skin and the sight of a rippling azure 
meadow put you in a poetic mood, but 
even so, "flaxen" may not be a word that 
sits well in contemporary verse! ♦ 





• ■t*'\ * T’EssA- 





The seeds have now fumed brown 
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FOOD AND DRINK 


WORDS; Jeremy Wlllon 



THE CROWN AT ENSTONE 


T he last time 1 ate at The Crown in 
Enstone we were being hosted 
by a field sports society and were 
provided with a vast range of different 
types of game to eot. I seem to remember 
that we even tried squirrel at some point 
{and it was delicious) I 

That was some ten or 15 years ago now 
and things have changed at The Crown a 
bit since then. 

Our hosts for the evening were Victoria 
and George trvine who bought The Crown 
back in May 2018. They had lived in the 
village for o time, and liked the pub so 
much that when the chance come, they 
bought it. 

They have mode significant but 


however. The Crown has retained its 
wonderfully rural aspect - you wouldn't 
know that the changes had ever taken 
place. 

The Crown is one of those pubs that 
looks appealing before one even sets 
foot inside. Tucked away in. Enstone off 
the beaten track that In itself is off the 
main rood, it snuggles amongst Cofswold 
stone properties that are, famously, 
so attractive. With autumn months 
approaching one just knows that the pub 
will be toasty and aromatic, on open 
fire welcoming dog walkers, diners and 
drinkers alike. 

The pub‘s good looks are even better 
when viewed from the borl 



walking mops. Most of the artwork on 
display in the pub was for sale. 

Our waiting team for the night we visited 
were Emma Stringer, barman Ollle 
Robottom ond Emily Jenkins and they 
helped us to our appointed position in the 
dining area. It was with Just a little tinge 
of disappointment that we left the bar 
so beautifully laid out. I'm sure we could 
have requested that we dine in the bar 
area - but happily moved on to o toble in 
the restaurant. 


sympathetic changes to the inn, adding 
five new bedrooms upstairs and a 
newly refurbished cottage and studio 
space next door providing additional 
accommodation for up to six people. 
This is no 'slosh ond burn' development 


Owner George Irvine is an accomplished 
artist and the inn's walls show off his 
original contemporary londscopes, 
photographs and prints, George has also 
created fllustrotions for the pub's signage, 
blackboard displays, menus, wine list and 


Emma and Emily were disarmingly honest 
when it came to the menu. We were 
Informed that o couple of the dishes were 
no longer available and that they were 
fairly new to the menu they hod. Emily 
did recommend the halibut, but also 
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• Th& piano (f&ft); 7i1e s^Lfd^o (above); 

George Jrv/oe aod Victoria Moe (be/otv) 


OWNER GEORGE IRVINE IS AN 
ACCOMPLISHED ARTIST AND THE 
INN’S WALLS SHOW OFF HIS ORIGINAL 
CONTEMPORARY LAN DSC APES. 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND PRINTS 


mentioned that the guinea fowl iooked 
good. Having eaten game on mY la^t visit, 
I decided to go with the bird. My partner 
Kate plumped for the scaEtops as a starter 
(giving me the chance of a morsel) and 
the prawn tagine for the main. I went for 
the duck rillette as a starter. 

The rillette was lovely. Covered In a thick 
layer of solidified butter, this was no dish 
for a weight watcher; having just returned 
from an athletic week in Lundy, I decided 
I needed the nourishment however and 
tucked in - it was delicious. 

Kate's scallops were lovely, of course, 
but there was still no sign of the coral... 

I think it must have been in 1977 when I 


last enjoyed a scallop 
with Its coral (or foot) 
attached. It'S of no consequence of 
course, for the taste is still gorgeous. 

The guinea fowl supreme was lovely too. 
The flavour of guinea fowl is o little more 
robust than chicken, but not as strong as 
well hung pheasant. It comes somewhere 
in between. I thought that perhaps the 
supreme might mean that it came off 
the bone in a sauce - but was happify 
advised by Emily that the meat was 
stiil on the bone. The accompaniment 
to the guinea fowl included a sauce 
reduced with wild mushrooms. These 
were unbelievably good. 1 have eaten 












ty 


'i r V ^ 


chanterelles, 
ceps and field 
mushrooms, but 
none were quite 
as toothsome 
as those that 
were served at 

The Crown. There was one mushroom on 
my plate that took the form of a small 
courgette - its earthy flavour really was 
top drawer. 

I enjoyed an Argentinian Malbec with the 
guinea fowl, but such was the delicate 
nature of the game, I could probably >>> 



• Emma Sfr/nger, O/Jfe Roboftom and Emily Jenkfns 
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• One of fhe contforlabie bedroom • The Crown's chefs 


have gone for something a tittle lighter. I 
also had a very good glass of sauternes to 
accompany my pudding - a LImoncello 
cheesecake. This was so good that 1 could 
have eaten another portion. 

Kate enjoyed the cheese and biscuits 
for the finale. I would hove liked to hove 
seen some Rollright cheese on the platter 
- purely because I haven't tried any yet. 

I remember visiting the dalry^ writing a 
good story and taking some pictures of 
the various cheeses assembled at the 
farm some years ago now. I must make 
the effort to find someJ 

The Crown at Enstone will undoubtedly 
become a destination for foodies^ walkers 
and villagers alike as It 's so very good yet 
still understated. However, Its proximity 
to Soho Farmhouse, Bicester Village, 
Heythrop Park and Oxford's masses will 
mean It will become Increasingly popular. 

Plan your visit soon! ♦ JW 

STAYINC; AT T1 IE CROW^N 

The Idyllic 17th century Cotswold stone 
village Inn, The Crown at Church Enstone, 
near Chipping fslorton, Is the perfect place 
to snuggle up for a cosy autumn or winter 
break. Upstairs there are five luxurious 
rooms, and a new, fully refurbished 
one-bed self-catering cottage, 'Crown 
Cottage' next door to the pub and 
another one bed studio space adjoining 
Crown Cottage. 

Two nights at The Crown start from under 
£300. Welcome hampers are provided 
and a bookable pub breakfast Is also 
available. 

FESTIVE MEAL OFFER 

From Friday 29th November - Monday 23rd 
December, The Crown Is offering special 
Christmas Party Menu group bookings at 
lunch and dinner, with £20 for two courses 
or £25 for three courses available on a 
pre-booked only basis. 


In the kitchen, chefs, Chris Taylor and 
Christopher Sheppard, use the very best 
fresh, locally sourced produce to create 
stunning seasonal menus of modern British 
dishes and pub classics with innovative 
twists including a seasonally changing 
^ la carte menu, a 'Crown Classics' 
menu focusing on pub classics, a weekly 
changing Sunday lunch menu with 
two courses for £20 and three courses 
for £25pp. There'S also a sandwich 
board menu and a top notch range 
of traditional British desserts and local 
cheeses. For children, The Crown offers 
half size, half price portions of most dishes 
on the menus. 

Vegetarian, gluten free and vegan 
options are always available. 

Breakfast specialities Include a delicious 
Crown Full English, homemade breads, 
locally made jams and marmalades and 
honey from a friend's hives and hand 
pressed apple juice. 



• Sca//ops with corais 


CiREAT \XALKS FROM THE 
FRONT DOOR 

Ask for one of the pub's walking maps 
of circular walks, from an easy 30 minute 
stroll through the village to a 90 minute 
hike to Soho Farmhouse. 

Alternatlvety, guests can opt for a 
sightseeing and shopping trip to nearby 
Oxford, 22 mites away, Stratford-upon- 
Avon, 25 mites away or Bicester Village, 14 
miles away. 

Historic houses and gardens nearby: 
Chastleton, Rousham House and Garden, 
HIdcote Manor, Upton House and Garden, 
Snows hi II Manor. 

A wide range of local events inctude 
Oxfordshire Art weeks (M:ay), Feastlval, 
Cornbury and Wilderness Festivals, Gifford 
Circus and Blenheim Horse Trials. 

Picnics, (please order the night before) 
and maps of local walks available. 

MORE ABOUT VICTORIA 
AND C;E0R(;E IRVINE 

victoria and George Irvine bought The 
Crown in July 2013 and following initial 
renovations more recently converted 
the spaces above the pub to created 
five gorgeous new rooms opened in April 
2019. George Irvine Is a renowned local 
artist who also taught art at Stowe School 
In Buckinghamshire, for 12 years, before 
setting up his own Art School in 2012. 

CONTACT 

The Crown Inn, Mill Lane, Church Enstone, 
Chipping Norton, Oxfordshire 0X7 
4NN: Call 01608 677 262 or visit www. 
c row ninnen stone .co.uk 

For more Information on George Irvine visit 
w w w.g e orgeSr vine fi n eart.co. u k 

Images by Ben Nicholson: 
www.snappyben.co.uk 
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FOUR SHIRES’ CHRISTMAS PARTYGOERS 


Festive ceEebrations don't happen 
by themsetves, so for partygoers 
from Ojtfordshfre and Warwickshire to 
NorthamptonshirGH It's time to get your 
Christmas Parties booked at one of our 
three beautifui sites, writes Mark Higgs. 

We have everything covered this 
Christmas, from sumptuous, festive feasts in 
your own private rooms, to enjoying mulled 
wine and tasty nibbles in our cosy snugs. 

The Sun Inn at Hook Norton and The Red 
Lion at Hellidon... 

Escape to one of our picture perfect 

country Inns to 
enjoy a classic 
Christmas party 
with a roaring 
fire. Avoiloble 
for parties of 10 
or more start 
your party with 
some fizz, before 
indulging in the 
Christmas party 
menu. 


We also offer festive 
coffee mornings 
with hot beverages 
and mince pies, so 
be sure to think of us 
for your wintery dog 
waiksi 

The Castle at Edgehill 

With its outstanding views and impressive 
architecture, the iconic Castle at Edgehill 
is the perfect place to enjoy a romantic, 
rustic Christmas. The Castte has a couple 
of different Christmas menus to offer so be 
sure to get in touch now as this wonderful 
venue fills up quickly. 

Please note that all Christmas menus are 
available on our websites, see contact 
details below: 

The Sun Inn: 0160S 737570 

The Red Lion: 01327 261200 

The Castle at Edgehill: 01295 670255 

www.castieatedgehilLco uk 
WWW. re d I i ona t h ellid on.co.uk 
WWW. t h esu nl n n-h oo kn or ton. co. u k 






FOUR SHIRES ♦ 75 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 
















































































The Four Shires Good Food & Drink Guide 


THE 

ANTELOPE INN 

THE GREEN 
LIGHTHORNE 

WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OBX 
01926 651188 
THEANTELOPEHNN.COM 



Come and experience the warm 
friendly atmo^here of our traditional 
IStti century English country pub. 
Serving fine wines, real ales and 
great tasting food, The Antelope in 
Lightliorne is Itie perfect place for 
business lunches, dinner with friends 
or meeting the family for a Sunday 
roast. Dogs welcome. 

THE 

NEW INN 

45 MAIN ROAD 
MIDDLETON CHENEY 
BANBURY 0X17 2ND 
01295 710978 

NEWINNMIDDLETONCHENEV.CO.UK 



The New inn is a family and 
dog friendly pub in the heart of 
Middleton Cheney, with a gorgeous 
function room available for hire. With 
a newly launched menu, you1l enjoy 
delicious home cooked, locally 
sourced English pub food and a 
great selection of drinks in a relaxed 
and friendly environment. 


FAWSLEY HALL 
HOTEL & SPA 

FAWSLEY, NR DAVENTRY 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN11 3BA 
01327 892000 
HAN DPICKED H OTELS. C0.UK/ 
FAWSLEYHALL 



Our award winning Cedar Restaurant 
and Tudor Bar lounge offers you 
two delicious dining styles, or simply 
come and enjoy a drink or two! 
AlfrescO' dining and private parties 
are also available. Renowned for 
our friendly and attentive service 
in a beautiful setting for brunch, 
afternoon tea, lunch or dinner. 

THE 

RED LION 

STOCKWELL LANE 
HELLIDON 

DAVENTRY NN11 6LG 
01327 261200 

redlionathellidon.co.uk 



The Red Lion is a beautiful village 
pub with six quirky letting rooms. 
This cosy country kitchen is 
perfectly situated if you want to relax 
and unwind.We pride ourselves on 
our freshly prepared food, intuitive 
service and welcoming hospitality. 
We are dog friendly too, so be sure 
to bring along your furry friend! 


THE GEORGE 
& DRAGON 

CHURCH LANE 
SHUTFORD, BANBURY 
OXFORDSHIRE 0X15 6PG 
01295 780320 

TH EGED RGEANDDRAGON .COM 



Open daily from 12, the pub has a 
lovely beer garden for summer sun 
and a real wood fire to warm you 
after winter walks Food served every 
day except Wednesday. Fresh pizza 
served Friday - Monday evening - 
takeaway available. Afternoon Tea 
can be booked any day. Bookings 
taken for private parties. 

ROSE & CROWN 

CILVRLTON 

MAIN STREET, CHARLTON 
BANBURY 0X17 3DP 
01295 811317 

THEROSEANDCROWNCHARLTON. 


CO.UK 



A quintessential English family run 


pub in the small picturesque village of 
Charlton. The stone thatched buSding 
is complemented by a picturesque 
beer garden. Dating back to the 171h 
Century, ils welcoming atmosphere 
makes it an ideal venue for a home 
cooked meal, excellent wine fitenu 
and cask ales. 


MALLORY COURT 
COUNHRY HOUSE 
HOTEL & SPA 

HARBURY LANE, ROYAL 
LEAMINGTON SPA CV33 9QB 
01926 330214 

www.malloryxo.uk 



At Mallory Court Hotel, we pride 
ourselves on our award winning 
cuisine. Our 3 AA Rosette 
restaurant, The Dining Room, offers 
an exceptional dining experience; 
our Head Chef, l^ul Evans keeps 
menus fresh, seasonal and exciting 
by using organically grown produce 
from our own kitchen gardens. 

ROSE & CROWN 

CHIPPING WARDEN 

BANBURY ROAD 
CHIPPING WARDEN 0X17 ILF 
07939 574560 
R0SEANDCR0WN(3I 
CHIPPINGWARDEN.NET 



Phase one: The Sports Bar now 
open. Wilh three large television 
screens showing both Sky and BT 
sports. Also a pool table and darts. 
Cask ales include Doombar and 
Hooky. 

Phase Two; The lounge and snug 
to open shortly.We look forward to 
welcoming you to our new venture. 
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A LITTLE BIT OF SPICE... 

EASY AUTUMN HOMEMADE CURRY 


LAMB CURRY 

You can make this delicious 
curry with chicken or beef, but I 
prefer the richness oflamb with 
these mild spices. And, if you've 
had a roasted leg of lamb the 
day before, use ail the leftover 
meat, complete wtth the mint 
sauce, fed currant Jelly and 
gravy os the flavours get better 
and better with the second 
cooking. You can atso spice it 
up a bit more if you like it hot 
and add extra veg if that's how 
you like it. 

What you'll need (serves 4): 

Your choice of meat cut Into 
large chunks 
1 red onion, sliced 
Red peppers, mushroom, or any 
other veg you fancy throwing In 
(or none at all)! 

1 cinnamon stick 

4 cardamon pods, squashed 

2 tsp of each spice: turmeric, 
ground coriander, medium 
chilli powder 

2 garlic cloves, minced 

1 jar Pataks korma cooking 
sauce (yes, it's cheating a bit, 
but It works!) and half the jar 
again of water 

2 tbsp ground afmonds 

2 tbsp plain full fat yoghurt 


What to do: 

Heat some oil in a heavy 
bottomed pan and genty 
fry the cinnamon stick and 
cardamons for 30 seconds, then 
add the onion and cook slowly 
for ten minutes. 

Add all the spices and garlic, 
stir well, then add the meat 
and mix It all together stirring 
continuously until the outside of 
the meat is sealed. Next, add 
the Korma sauce, water and 
any veg. Stir again and simmer 
gently for 20 minutes. 

At this point, you can carry on 
the process if you need to cook 
and serve quickly, but I like to 
tun It all off, cover and walk 
away for a few hours to let the 
meat soak up all the flavours. 

When you're almost ready to 
eat, turn the heat on and get 
the curry up to a simmer. Add 
the ground almonds and the 
yoghurt and cook very slowly 
on a fow heat for another 15 
minutes. 

Serve In a candle lit room with 
your favourite Indian style rice 
and chapatis or naan bread, 
and a crisp, dry white wine (or 
a cold beer). 


SPICY CHICKEN 
WTNCjS 

This chicken dish Is perfect for a 
Starter with some poppadoms 
and mango chutney and can 
be prepared welt ahead and 
then you can finish it off shortly 
before you eat. 

What you'll need (serves 4): 

Chicken wings -16 pieces 

1 tsp turmeric powder 

4 tsp Korma or Masala paste 

2 tsp Kashmiri chilli powder 

2 tsp ground coriander powder 
White pepper 
2 tbsp yogurt 
1 tbsp lemon juice 
1 tbsp olive oil 

What to do: 

Marinate the chicken with all of 
the Ingredients except the oil. 
Overnight marinading gives the 


best flavour, but it must have at 
least an hour. 

Cover and cook the chicken 
wings with a little added water 
over a medium heat until the 
wings are almost done. This will 
lake around 20 minutes. 

Remove the cover and cook 
until the remaining water has 
evaporated completely. 

Now add the oil and stir fry 
on a low heat for up to ten 
minutes, until the chicken 
is starting to crisp up and Is 
coated with the sauce 

When it's ready. It needs to be 
served immediately. 

Have a big pile of poppadoms, 
some mango chutney or 
sweet chilli sauce, some sliced 
mango and perhaps a dollop 
of yoghurt to cool the spice 
slightly... Enjoy! 



The Boxing Hare 


As tr family run pnh/Tealtiunint, wti fi-Fiiure TOtatitig, 
menus using tkejitiest ingredients, fo make 
iujr there is something for eivry pidaie. 

Beautiful intenar, Candielii 
and d HrJrfii T-s'c-i/eDiHtf 

Z TIMtS MiCREUN STARntD CIIEL NiCK .AS'DERSO^' 
Beautiful loc.4Tiok & ljsrge car park 
On: 7a d.ly dry aged ueep 

Large Private Room anj> iiygge interiors 
Log rurn'er 

Open Ciunstuas Day and Bo.ling day 
Wheelchair accessible and child/ dog friendly 


01603 6&3212 
vrMiTv.thebQxinghare. co.uk 
Banbury Rd. Swerford, Chipping Norton 0X7 4AP 
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170 YEARS OF 
BEER AND BREWING 


Hook Norton Brewer)^ celebrated 
170 years of beer and brewing 
last month. It's truly amazing to 
think that the brewery^ based 
In Hook Norton has been 
producing beer since before 
the Crimean War! 

The brewery hosted a variety of 
events and brewed some very 
special and unique beer for the 
party! 


Following an open tap evening 
and tours of the brewery a 
party was held In the grounds 
with live music from D/ckje 
WWfe and h/s Jazz All Stars 
and party covers band G&T. 
Adding to the carnival feeling 
there were street food vendors^ 
a beer tent and the Cotswold 
Distillery gin bar. 



THERE’S MORE THAN 

JUST BEER HERE! 


MONDAY - SATURDAY 

d.OOam - 5.0Qpiii 

SUNDAY 

10.00ain - 4.00pm 


TO BOOK A 
BREWERY TOUR 

CALL 

0160S 730384 

EMAIL: 

BREWERY@H00KY.CD.UK 

ONLINE: 

www.hooky.co.uk/bdok 


Hook Norton Brewery, Brewery Lane, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, 0X15 5NY 
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* James Clarke. Managing Drreclor 


• Giving 'i.ucas' some love, above; and be/ow/, Rachael 
Sfmmonds, Pefer Lock, Becky Lock and P/iaedra Jarbit 


The day after the party the 
brewery was opened once 
more, styled into a typical 
English country fete. Attractions 
Included village stalls, a beer 
tent the Hook Norton Brass 
Band, steam engines, bounce 
aerobics, a dog show, owls, 
meet the shire horses, a bouncy 
castle, face painting, an Ice 
cream van and plenty more to 
eat and drink. 


Dfckie whfre's Jazz All Stars 


• Paul P/ckedng 
and Clive Baker 



Kayley Rogers and 
Slacey Baker 


Sandra P/il/lfps and 
Sue White 




* Sophie Brown and 
Pip Turner 



• Serena Williams and 
locas" 
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SMOKIN’ 


* * • 


W hat started with a 

dissatisfied customer 
tn a Four Sh/res' 

village berating the quality of his 
supermarket bacon has grown 
into a burgeoning delicatessen 
based website selling some of 
the very best produce to be 
found in the area. 

When Aston Le Walls vilioger 
Grab a me Barnes complained 
to his partner Lizzie that their 
bacon was full of water they 
both decided to do something 
about itJ 

Grahame commented: "It 
started as a real 'man rant'.. 1 
was so annoyed that the bacon 
we had fried was full ot wo ter 
and 'white stuff, we decided to 
do something about it. 

Lizzie mentioned that her 
Granny had kept pigs and she 
had made bacon from It back 
in the 50s - we decided that 
it was worth researching the 
process." 



As Grahame has reached 
a point in his career when 
changing direction suited 
him well he set about the 
construction of a smokehouse 
on their property in the 
Northamptonshire villoge. 

Lizzie said: "We plonned and 
built the smokehouse in Aprii 
2018, we thought that if the 
smokehouse didn't work we'd 
still have o very good shed or 
granny flat." 


She needn't hove worried, 
for the Pound for Pound 
Smokehouse is going from 
strength to strength, with 
Grahame and Lizzie faking their 
first internet orders lost month. 

Grahame said: "It's a 
surprisingly simple process 
to produce bacon. We get 
the very best ingredients, the 
bacon middle from Paddock 
Form butchers in Brailes and 
we use salt from o spa town in 



Exceedingly good food from Northamptonshire 



SMOKED S.4LM0N * SMOBCED TROUT 
GRAVLAX * FREE RANGE SMOKED B.ACK & 
STREAKY BACON * HAND MADE SAUSAGES 
HAND RAISED MEAT PIES *■ SMOKED GARLIC 
BURTONS BESTCHUTNEYS * BOTHY VINEY.ARD 

OXFORDSHIRE WINES 
POUND FOR POUND GIN... AND MORE 


01295 660152 

VV^^V.POUNDFORPOUND.UK ^ INFO@POUNDFORPOUND.UK 


France-Solies de Bearn, where 
Grahame's sister lives. The 
actual process includes salting, 
drying and then smoking, slicing 
ond packing." 

Oddly enough, the toughest 
port of the job when creating 
good bacon is the slicing. 

"There's no way you con do 
it by hand," said Graham. "I 
managed to find a broken 
second hand industrial 
machine in Liverpool - after 
o bit of fettling it slices 
wonderfully now." 

When Lizzie was younger her 
form prize was a copy of 
Mrs Beoton's Cooking and 
Household Management book. 

Lizae said: "It's about cooking 
fhe old fashioned way - 
olthough we do use a little 
internet research now and 
again. We tend to use less salt 
than when Mrs Beaton was 
around as we have the luxury 
of refrigerators - something she 
had not". 

Whilst the 'meaty' side of the 
business was flourishing, Lizzie's 
preference for 'vegetarian' 
options was soon to be 
accommodated. 


Lizzie commented: "I'm not 
o vegetarian as such, I enjoy 
gravy and stock, I just don't 
really like meat. We decided 
to smoke some salmon for my 
sake really. We had friends 
around one evening and they 
tried it and asked if there wos 
any left over as it was so good. 

It was clear Pound for Pound 
was going to bronch out into 
products other thon purely 
meat based." 

Both Lizzie and Grahame 
made the point: "We wont to 
produce food that we'd like 
to eat. There's no way we can 
compete on price of course, 
we ore producing high end, top 
quality food made with care. 

It's ethically packaged too. 

We use wool lined boxes for 
the transportation of the goods 
- no polystyrene - we didn't 
wont any of thot. We use as 
little plastic as possible, nothing 
un necessary." 



Adding to the growing 
repertoire of quality products 
on the Pound for Pound website 
ore chutneys handmade by 
Grohome's cousin: Lizzb's 
friend's wines from the Bothy 
Vineyard south of Oxford and 
Foxdenton gin. "We ore on 
the lookout for good, local 
products," said Lizzie. 

Four Shires con vouch for the 
qualify of the bacon and 
salmon produced at Pound for 
Pound in Aston Le Walls as we 
were lucky enough to try some. 

The verdict: the solmon was 
obsolutely delicious and the 
bacon was fabulous with none 
of the dreaded 'white stuff. 

Success indeed. ♦ 
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PIGS FROM THE PAST 

‘WHEN A PIG IS KILLED FOR THE 
COOKING, TI IE ONLY LEFTOVER IS 
TI IE ‘SQUEAK’ 


B ack in the 50s manv 

countryside smallholdings 
would keep a pig for 
slaughter. It would be kept In 
a sty^ at the top of the yard^ 
far enough away to lessen 
the smell but near enough for 
regular, an)^ious Inspection 
as to Its progress. The fatter It 
grew, the better for the family, 
for there would be more lard, 
more scratchlngs and larger 
sides of bacon and hams. 

They loved their fat bacon, It 
sometimes became 'relsty with 
age, but was put Into the stew 
Jar with an old hen, or baked 
with a rabbit, and a lump 
boiled with white cabbage 
to give it flavour. (A horrible 
greasy concoction this was 
too.) It was made Into bacon 
dumplings, fried In rashers, or 
Just boiled In lumps. Yes, the 
pig was a great provider and 
the week following the killing 
meant much hard work for the 
housewife. 

Brawn was made from the 
head and trotters, with herbs 
and onion, and delicious i1 
tasted. The square block of pink 
Jelly and fatty bits sold as brawn 
In the supermarkets today Is 
not even a fourth cousin to the 


original delicacy. Chitterlings, 
pork pies, bone pies, pigs fry, 
sausages and even black 
puddings were made from the 
blood. Even the pluck, or lights, 
were boiled, usually with the 
tongue, but they were tasteless 
and spongy and not enjoyable. 
But It was the boast of a good 
housewife that nothing was 
wasted but the 'squeaky and 
I am sure that this was true, it 
was alt too precious. 

Feast Sunday 

The sides and hams were 
cured In a salting lead, then 
hung In chimney corners to dry 
till needed. A piece of ham 
was boiled for visitors or great 
occasions like Feast Sunday. 

This was usually the day of 
the patron saint of the village 
church, and everyone tried to 
return home for Feast Sunday, 
Perhaps a small fair would 
arrive on the green for a day or 
two, or a band from a nearby 
town, there would be a Social 
In the village 'hut', without 
flashing lights and canned 
music, but all had a wonderful 
time at the Feast. 

Naturally, the pig could not 
be killed in warm weather, so it 


was cured and disposed of as 
quickly as possible. The parts 
that could not be preserved 
were shared with other pig 
owners, and when their great 
day came, several more feasts 
were enjoyed by the donors. 

'Not a mossel' of monosodium 
glutamate 

The most unpleasant memory 
from nurturing of the pig was 


the swill tub In the yard, It was 
always near the back door 
and smelt very sour In warm 
weather. The contents of 
this were used to mix the hot 
cooked peelings, pig meal 
and chicken mash. All the 
water used for washing up was 
poured into It, presumably for 
the tiny amount of grease from 
the plates and dishes, so no 
soda was ever allowed Into the 
washing up water. A horribly 
greasy chore It used to be, 
today's users of 'fairy bubbles' 
would have been hofrified. The 
end result was obviously worth 
it, as even greasy water was 
not wasted! 

So, although times were very 
hard for these country folk 
in those days, the food they 
had was homegrown, home 
produced, homemade, good 
and wholesome, and as a girl 
from a town I came to admire 
and enjoy their thrifty ways and 
the food they ate, and 1 am 
convinced that there was 'not 
a mosseh, as my mother-in-law 
used to say, of monosodium, 
glutamate In any of it. ♦ 
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FOOD AND DRINK 




• Ce/ebraf^ng food provenance at Primrose HW Farm * Food fasWng at Happertey On Four 




) rOO 




ood provenance pioneer Happerlev 
recently held a showcase event at 
Primrose Hill Farm in Arlescote. 

Here, Happerley Gold Standard suppliers 
showed off their award winning produce. 
Founder and CEO, Matthew Rymer 
said; "Happerley England is a focus^ a 
celebration and a centre for the very 
finest food and drinks that have complete 
provenance. In too many cases the 
consumer is being mfeled and to my mind. It 
should be a basic right and expectation for 
the consumer to know where the food and 
drink they've purchased has come from, 

"The reality of food production is being 
smoke screened, you'd be surprised how 
many brands do not want to Identify their 
supply chain, Happerley England stands 
for delivering honesty and communicating 
that on behalf of everyone: it's a beacon 
of transparency.' 



• Chase Distillery • Hook Norton 

Brewery 



* Drinks at Primrose 
Hiil Farm 


Happerley have unveiled plans to create 
a ground breaking independent food and 
leisure destination as an epicentre of food 
transparency in England, 

Bosed al Lock29, in Banbury's Castle Quay, 
Oxfordshire, Happerley England will give 
farmers, suppliers and producers a platform 
to champion their 'Gold Standard' 
produce, a marque accorded only to 
food and drink producers able to name 
the exact sources of their core ingredients 
bock to the primary producers. 

Whether it^s beef, cheese, coffee or 
bread, every core ingredient In Happerley 
England products will be Instantly 
traceable back to the farms (or fishing 
boats) of Its origin; combating the alarming 
£12billion (reol figure estimated to be as 
much as E60bi[IEon) that food fraud costs 
the UK annually. 

Guests enjoyed sumptious cuisine prepared 
by The Kitchen at Farnborough ♦ 



• Happerley at Primrose farm 



• Adam Henson introducing Happerfey 
On Tour 



• S/mon l/l/eaver Cheese 



* Matthew Rymer chafs fo Adam Henson 
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FASHION 







1 S^?I.«i*$»jK>j 


Autumn Fashion Is soFt and fllrtyp easy to wear, 
yet stylish and smart. There's a wonderful 
mix of colours and patterns too, so don't 
be afraid to mix It up. Dresses of all styles 
\\\ work with almost any shoe, ankle boots 
and knee boots alike... The world Is your 
oyster! 

|LH|k Head to Deddlngton For the little 

beauties on this page, where you'll find 
Lt*lSv lovely Independent boutiques 
Joey and Nellie tt Dove. 


High Street 
Deddlngton ^ 

Oxfordshire 0X15 OSJ 
0ia6f33S095 
Jocy.co.uk 


Nellie & Dove: 

Market Place 
Deddlngton 
Oxfordshire 0X15 OSf 
01869 356972 
nellleanddove.com j 


Main plCp 
coat {above 

right) and trouser ^ 

suit (below) are all i? 

from Nellie & Dove 

y - . ■> , 

ftrown suede ankle boots, 

£65 and brown tiger print court 
shoes, £25, both from River Island 

Below: Prada Cahler leather 
shoulder bag, £ 2,090 


Above, from top 
dress by Kaffe, 
£60.99; Beryl 
dress by Soya 
Concept, £90; 
Selina midl 
dress by Kaffe, 
£80.99. All From 
Joey 



iivw! 



k 1 

1 . ! 


-.'.n ^ 


W^m 

-f 

f- 4 

€// 

r • 

i 

r % 1 


! 

# 

r 




























on! 


W^th its picturesque honey coloured 
houses, history dating from Saxon times, 
plenty of social activity a thriving business 
community and places to stay, Deddington 
is a great place to live, work or visit. 


istoncally, Deddfngton, ^the town of the Daedtngs' has always 
been a busy, popular place owing to Its position on the main 
Oxford Road. This thriving, commerctal ethos has always been 
at the heart of Deddington and found In the many businesses 
that have established themselves there. 

This unique village boasts a huge number of Independent shops and pubs 
mostly situated around its pretty Market PEace - also the spot for Its award 
winning monthly Farmers Market. 

There'S a refreshing spirit linking each business. They all strive to offer the 
best products and services whilst being quite different from the businesses 
you might find on the overage High Street. 

If you've yet to discover this great local destination, here's a snippet or 
two from their quirky new brochure and map - afso online via the shopping 
page at Deddington online at www.deddington.org.uk. 



Cherry Lets 


ktSlUEnriAL LE: ntNtiS AN!> I V MaNAUIlMIlNI 


DEDDtNGTON PROPERTIES 


WWW. cher ry-lets.co. uk ask@ cherry-lets, co. uk 

01869 337346 


aria I prt)p«rlymark 


PROTECTED 



i(MR. 


J 




pop in to our Emporlunn to see our hand picked collections 
and annazing gifts, we're opposite the church in Deddington 
Market Place...*also on line nellieanddove.com 
open Monday to Friday 10 to 6 and Saturday 9 to 5 

clothes I hoiTie I shoes ! jewellery I gifts 
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C tliase 

CUHRY 


^?oa£ 5 ^ewjTii 


Hof^ 


FLORtST 
4 Sifts 


btMtIST 


UlCiMwr \i*** 


\ MtiLUt * DJVl 


CyCLOClCAL 


rocoAfriia 

. .^ . i. 1i L 


fkmtf0 




/ Asiic^or 


MARKeir 


jfftfC. pMUCmG 


ftooits 




^K^cwrtwi'', 


I^GOrt 
I ffl>MK<C 


ErnjJjCi 


PUB-Ei\r<Af1p1i@ ^ocy 


iKn w'. ^ ©ffSIl deddingtok ^ ^ ( 

y== 5 ==*=^ hi-ir ‘H r»«,.-i -.' 

@ Tocy -g^lhe UmcoHM Inn. & ^K^: 

g3 CyctoaicaL ^ HmiptoMS i«t. ^ 

__ 1 inM xa^ii-ii .^..1.:_ _ 


Foodies 


fgJ tM' ■^ - ■ VtfUSAbON irv»rji 

^ ^Ashcroft SS)»NEUUE*dc!Ve5®J*\‘'^^'^ 

m ^l^orKDoycd<S5FiPWEP.SH0pg^fj:.*Y'^^‘^^®^ 


JOCY 


THE FLOWER SHOP 


THE UNICORN 


HIGH STREET 
DEDDINQTON 0X1&DSJ 
01869 338095 
J0Cy.C0.UK 


MARKET PLACE 
DEODINGTOH 0X15 OSE 


MARKH PUCE 
DEDDINGTON 0X15 OSE 


01869 338832 / 07789 714776 
TH ERO WERSH OPDEDOINGTO N .CO M 


01869 338838 

unicorhdeddington.co.uk 



A ladies wear bouUqiie wiBi unique brands... 

Joey opened its doors in 2008 offering unique 
labels at very reasonable prices. We specialise 
in ladies wear, jewellery, accessories and shoes. 

We have new and exciting seasonal stock arriving 
daily. We also offer a one lo one customer service. 
Wfiether you are looking for an everyday item, 
a piece for a special occasion or the perfect gift 
for someone close to you, I'm sure we've got 
something for you, so come by and say hit Follow 
our latest trends and new arrivals on soda! media... 


Fresh flowers are delivered daily to our little shop, 
perfect lor an everyday treat or tor a special event 
or occasion. We can help you celebrate alt of life's 
important moments with beautiful bouquets and 
• arrangements. And we are more than just flowers. 
Discover the lovely gift shop at the back of this 
ancient form^ bakery, with a wide selection of 
cards, gifts and jewellery. 

Email us at amanda@theflowershop 
deddinglon.com or follow us on Facebook @ 

. TheFlowerShopDeddington. 


The magic of the Unicorn lies in landlord Kristian 
and his family. A local lad, Kris grew up in Middleton 
Cheney and surrounding villages and has always had 
farming in his blood. From this the “Farm to Fork" 
concept was born. It ensures whenever possible that 
home grown produce is used throughout the m^u. 

Boasting beautiful ^-suite rooms, a large beer 
garden and pizza oven, along with friendly staff, you 
can be assured a warm welcome awaits you at The 
Unicorn. 
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Discover 





Above left: The Corn/JeJd Bakery &taU 
af Dedd/ngfon Formers' Market 

Ado^e; An ariei view over Deddingfon 

Above right: Dedd/ngfon Festivai 
takes pVace /n Jtrne w'jfti classical 
pop and jazz concerts. The superb 
//gtiffng was by 5KR Lighfmg Design 

Korfers at Deddfngton Car festiVat 
where rare cars were on display 

Dedd/ngton open gardens are truty 
wonderfut to visit 



Celebrating^ 
150 year.^ of 



Creating those 
Hamptons moments. 


150 




H amptons 

inr'L'tiLiviA'j 


nia69&40l&2 I d&d(ingiDn?1iafnptafis-lnt.i:am I hdmptorrslSDucduuk: 


Ashcr<i.ft 

THERAPY CENTRE 


Hudson Street, Deddlngton OX15 oSW 

ww w. a sh croftt h era D VC e ntre-CO. u k 



Practitioners include: 


Chiropractor 

fe Physiotherapy 
fii Acupuncture 

^ Sports St Remedial 
Massage Therapy 

Podiatry & Chiropody 

Child St Adolescence 
Psychotherapy 


Cognitive Behavioural Therapy 
■CBT 

Clinicaf Psychologist 

B Counselling 

Hypnotherapy 

& Hearing Aid Practitioner St 
Ear Care Specialist 


Booking informatton: www^hcroftth era pycenire.co.uk 

Fuliy Serviced Therapy St Treatment Rooms for Hire 
7 beautifuEly decorated, styEish & relaxing treatment rooms a El set in a 
warm professional atmosphere at an affordable price. 

FulE details, www.ashcrofttherapycentre.co.uk 
Enquiries to Robert on otSSg 254 007 or 
email enqu!ries@ashcrofttherapycentre.co,uk 
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DEDDINGTON 
FARMERS^ AlARKET 


THE DEDDINGTON ARMS 

HORSEFAIR 


MARKET PLACE 
DEDDiNGTON 0X15GSE 
DEDDrNGTONFARMERSMARKET.CO.UK 


DEDDINGTON 0X15 OGH 
01869-338364 

DEDDINGTON-AR MS-H OTEL. CO. U K 


THE RED LION 

MARKET PLACE 
DEDDINGTON OXIGOSE 
01869 338777 

RED LIO N DEDDIN GTON. CO.U K 



Come and join ufi at Deddington Farmers' Market, 
in north Oxfordshire, one of tie largest and happiest 
farmers' markels in the country. Featuring over 40 
stalls, it offers the very Pest in locally produced 
Peer, bread, crafts, eggs, fish, floiAiers, fruit, meat, 
preserves, ready-made meals Including foreign 
cuisine, vegetables and much, much more, 

The market is held on the 4ti Saturday of every 
month except December [see below) from 9am- 
12.30pm. Date lor tiis year are: 26th October, 

23fd November and 21st December, 


Our air-conditioned restaurant overiooks the market 
square and is popular wilfi both hotei residents and 
locafs. Food is of the highest standard, featuring 
much locally sourced produce. The bar has retained 
all the character of a fine old coaching inn with slate 
floors, ancient beams, and welcoming open fog fire. 

Breakfast is served freshly plated to Ihe diner's table. 
Vegetarian menu options always available. 

Major sporting events from SKY and BT SPORTS 
available in Ihe Bar. 


Come and enjoy a meal of Fish & Chips in the 
beautifully renovated Red Lion Inn set in Ihe heart 
of the picturesque village of Deddington. We use 
the finest quality Cod and Haddock and our classic 
thick cut chips are prepared freshly each day from 
carefutiy selected potatoes, 

I hope the combination of great ales, wines, spirits 
and the best fish and chips will whet your appetite. 

We also have a dedicated takeaway servery at the 
rear of the pub accessed via Ihe courtyard garden. 



delmergate pharmacy 


Hudson street, 
Deddington 0X15 OSW 
01869 337583 
oxford@delmergate.com 


NOW OPEN NEXT DOOR TO THE CYCLOGICAL SHOP 


WE CAN COLLECT PRESCRIPTIONS 
FROM YOUR SURGERY 



• PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED 

• ELECTRONIC PRESCRIPTION SERVICE 

• OVER THE COUNTER MEDICINES 

• NEW MEDICINES SERVICE 

• HEALTHCARE ADVICE 

• FIRST AID SUNDRIES 

• £1 LINES & SPECIAL OFFERS 

• TRAVEL VACCINATIONS 

• NHS FLU SERVICE (Sept -March only) 

• STOP SMOKING ADVICE 


FREE DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 




Cedar Therapy 

luxury beauty salons 




Our wide range of targeted and resutts-driven ^ 
treatments for face and body are renowned for the 
simply stunning results they help achieve. 

At the heart of every treatment are powerful Essential 
Oils imparting heavenly scents to relax the skin, body 
and mind. Every treatment is tailor-made to help meet 
your precise needs. 





Cedar Therapy 

bituiy silom 


Online bookings at cedartherapy.com 


Market Place, Deddington OXlS OSE 
01869 390000 
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THEATRE 


WORDS: Bruce Cox 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Bill Cooper 



• W/ne Songs: Laura PurJc/ss and Jonny 

Csguioa 



• Jos^ Ai\/ez and C/ra Rob/nson are a 'superb ... cenlrai couple' fLjhe Guardian) 
in Cathy Marslon^s 7be Suit 


BRB AND BALLET BLACK 

B irmingham Royal Balletautumn season features a mixed bill of three 
contemporary and neo-classical ballets including the world premiere of 
A Brief Nostalgia and a partnership with Ballet Black. Founded In 2001, 
this Is an award winning company dedicated to diversifying classical ballet and 
features seven International dancers of black and Aslan descent. 



• Ctra Robfnsorr and Mthuthuzeff Alovember in Cathy 
Marston's The Su/t 


• Nine Smatra Songs; Laura Purfcfss arid Jonny Caguioa 


A Brief Nostalgia is by rising young choreographer and Queensland Ballet 
dancer Jack Lister and features a new score by award winning Scottish 
composer Tom Harrold. This world premiere will open the exciting and eclectic 
mixed bill before BRB's dancers perform Twyla Tharp's /Virre Sfnafra Sorrgs, a 
glamorous portrait of seven couples that traces the arc of romantic relationships. 
This Is one of Tharp's most frequently performed works and has become an 
international, crowd pleasing favourite. 

Joining BRB on the mixed bill programme are Ballet Black - fresh from their 
performance with rapper Sformzy at Glastonbury. Its dancers will take to the 
stage to perform Cathy Marston's critically acclaimed The Suff, Inspired by Can 
Themba's South African fable. 
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• Nine Sinatra Songs; Jimenez and Alexander 
Campbell 


Cassa Pancho MBE, Founder and Artistic Director 
of BalEet Black, said recentiy, 'I'm, thrilled that Ballet 
Black have joined Birmingham Royal BatEet for 
their exciting mixed programme. IPs a wonderful 
opportunity to collaborate with one of the most 
established British ballet companies and for our own 
brilliant dancers to work alongside the world class 
talent at BRB/ 

The ERB mixed bill programme opened at the 
Birmingham Hippodrome In mid September but 
ballet enthusiasts in our Foijr SNres can still get to see 
It at the Sadlers Wells Theatre In London on October 
29th and 30th. 

In addition, Ballet Black perform at the Oxford 
Playhouse on 1st November with a different triple bill 
of bold and Inventive choreography. This exciting 
programme contrasts Inventive story telling in a lively 
showcase of three modern ballets, commissioned 
especially for the company. 

The first of these is Ingomo by company dancer 
and choreographer Mthuthuzell November, which 
Is a fusion of ballet with African dance and singing. 
This world premiere and Barbican Theatre co- 
commission portrays a milestone In South African 
history and imagines the struggles of black South 
African miners and their families In 1946 - when 
60,000 of them look courageous strike action. 

The second ballet is a revival of Martin Lawrance s 
Pendufum, an intimate duo premiered in 2009, and 
the choreographer’s first work for the company. 
Click!, an original, up beat piece by Scottish Ballet s 
Choreographer in Residence Sophie Laplane, also a 
world premiere, completes the triple bill. 



• Mfhufhuze/i Wovember and Isabefa Coracy in Cathy IWarsfon's The SuH 


Cassa Pancho MBE, Founder and Artistic Director 
said: "This Is a particularly exciting year for us, as we 
are able to restage Pendulum by Martin Lawrance 
and share it with a much wider audience than we 
hod in 2009 when it was first created. 

'We've also been able to commission a new work 
from Sophie Laplane, Choreographer In Residence 
at Scottish Ballet and a rising choreographic talent. 
In addition, I am really excited and pleased that we 
have been able to offer a main stage commission to 
one of our own dancers, Mthuthuzell November. 


BALLUr BLACK 
IS AN AW ARD 
WI.NNING 
COMPANY 
DEDICATED TO 
DIVERSIFYING 
CLASSICAL 



BALLE'T 


• Nine S/natra Songs; 
Virginia de Gersigny and 
Rory Mackay 


'This is an extremely Important aspect of Ballet 
Black: diversifying the world of British ballet - not 
only In the visible landscape on stage, 
but throughout the art form, including 
diverse choreographic voices telling 
stories from a new perspective.' 


The entirety original repertoire of Ballet 
Black covers a broad spectrum of 
ballet, from classical work to highly 
contemporary pieces. Since 2001, they 
have built a varied repertoire from 
the best emerging and established 
choreographers Including, Shobana 
Jeyasingh, Will Tuckett, Richard Alston, 
Arthur Pita, Christopher Hampson, 
Annabelle Lopez-Ochoa and Cathy 
Marston. 


The company has achieved great 
success and garnered numerous 
awards. Including the 2012 Critics' 

Circle National Dance Award for Best 
Independent Company, and further 
nominations In 2014 and 201S. In 2018, 
the Company was nominated for a UK Theatre 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Dance, and 
Artistic Director Cassa Pancho and Senior Artist Cira 
Robinson collaborated with renowned pointe shoe 
manufacturer Freed of London to create two new 
shades of pointe shoes In Ballet Brown and Ballet 
Bronze to be worn by the company dancers. ♦ 
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EDUCATION 


EXTRA HELP WITH EXGISII AND MATHS 

For the second year running the Banbury Mosque will run a 
Saturday teaching class for Key stoge I to GCSE students who 
need additional assistance in maths and English. 

The two hour sessions., consisting of an hour long maths class and 
an hour long English class, take place between 11am and 1pm. 

The sessions witl adhere to national curriculum standards and be 
led by four current teachers and assisted by an A level student 

Reading will be a 
major focus of the 
Eng fish class and 
students can also 
bring in homework 
assignments to go 
through in either class 
if additional help is 
needed. 

The sessions began 
last year with a 

donation of new laptops from Sanctuary Housing. Sanctuary have 
once again sponsored the program with a cash donation for 
student/teacher supplies. 

Any student from any school from Key Stage 1 to GCSE level can 
register. 

The cost Is £40 for a six week session, which will be used to pay for 
the teacher's time only, Students can register at any time during a 
session. 

For more information email tnfo@banburym.asJid.org.uk. 



CREATIVE TEENS 

Teenagers in Northamptonshire have the chance to study a series 
of creative subjects at the University of Northampton, absolutely 
free of charge. 

The University will run the 'Saturday Club' through to March 2020, 
with around 20 sessions in total. 

There are 25 spaces available for the club, which takes place 
between 10am and 1pm at Waterside Campus. 

Subjects covered will include leather and footwear, fashion, 
illustration and textiles, fine art and use of colour photography. 
Illustration and etching. 

To find out more and to register for a place, email Koty Adamson 
at katy.adamson@nofthampton.ac.uk 






A modern first class reliable service for 
all your coaching needs 


UM 

5 ^ 


mow 

irHM 


14-70 seat coaches available 




Tel: 01295 254254 Thorpe Mead, Banbury, 0X16 4RZ 
\ wwwxheneycoachesxo,uk travel@cheneycoaches,co.uk 
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BUSINESS 


JO HOLLAND 

FOUR SHIRES FIRST SPOKE TO BANBURY BID 
MANAGER JO HOLLAND ABOUT BUSINESS 
CHALLENGES IN BANBURY IN AUGUST THIS YEAR 


When did Ihe bid start and how did you 
start It? 

The Banbury BID is a five year term and we 
are into our second year now. 

Where is it based - has It always been 
based here? 

We have offices based at The Mill in 
Banbury. 

What are the particular challenges facing 
the business at this time? 

Generally there hos been a significont drop 
in footfall in Banbury and this can be put 
down to a number of factors including the 
cost of car parking and the loss of spaces. 
Whilst we are not the local council^ we 
hove a Jittle more freedom than them to 
lobby for better parking and more of it in 
and around Banbury. 

There are 530 businesses involved in 
Banbury BID and we are here to support 
them.. Not just the high profile businesses, 
the hidden ones too .. they all deserve a 
return on thefr levy. 

Have you made many mistakes as you 
have built up the business? 

What business gets everything correct 
first time? You learn os you go along. The 
important thing is to get the foundation 
correct and move on from, there. We have 
aireody had two other managers of the 
Banbury BID, I have had to play 'catch up' 
to a certain extent. 

Do you employ people or do you "DIY'? 

One full time position, myself... and two 
port time town hosts. There is also a board 
of directors - all voluntory. 


Do you have a particular fondness for 
working within the Four Shires? 

Yes, the FourShkes is a stunning part of 
the UK. I was recently at SuSgrave Mon or - 
what a wonderful place. 

DJd you a/ways want fo work wifh/n your 
chosen profession? if not whaf would you 
do? 

Doing what I do now strikes me os being 
one of the very best jobs. I spent time at 
o low firm recently, but working on the 
Eonbury BID is ideal for me. 

What lessons have you learnt during your 
business career? 

To try to be fearless. I have o small team, 
but we do try to go big. 

Is the customer always right? 

The customer isn’t always right! There 
has been o shift recently and customers 
occasionally try to bully businesses. This 
has come to the fore through the growth 
of sociol medio. The potentiol to damage 
companies is disproportionate now. 

Could you describe a typical working day? 

I juggle o good deal! I am up at 5:30am for 
the sc hoot run, then commute into Banbury 
from Leicestershire. [ attend meetings - we 
hove many projects in the pipeline. I don’t 
ever really 'switch off' as ! will be looking at 
emails ond will be monitoring social media. 
I am usually asleep by lOpm 

How do you spend your spare time - what 
are your hobbles? 

I don't really hove that much spore time... 

I do enjoy shopping with my children 
however. 

If you could have 
played spwt for your 
country what would 
it be? 

I’m not really sporty, 
but i do get involved 
In road walking. 

What book are 
you reading at the 
moment and what Is 
your favourite? 

The Psychopath Test 
by Jon Ronson - It’s 
very interesting - I am 


also a fan of 
Caltfin Moran 

Favourite Film... 
and music 

I enjoy film 
and I recently 
watched 
Peaky BHnders, 

Breaking Bad 
and I adore Thi's 
Country. 

Marmite - yes 
Of no? 

No. 

Is there someone in business you would like 
to emulate - or someone not necessarily 
involved in the business world? 

1 think Mary Port as is inspiring. The way she 
champions women at work is greot. 

Car or motorcycle? 

Car. 

What are your hopes for the future for the 
company? 

What I want Is to achieve everything we 
have set out in our business plan. J do 
want the businesses in Banbury to see 
benefits and deliver genuine change. This 
is o serious challenge, I am working with 
other peoples’ money - we are highly 
accountable. 

Jo commented: 

"We ore cunrently working on o number of 
initiatives in Banbury. 

"My ’pocketful of sunshine’ area is coming 
together at the bottom of Church Lone 
'With planters with wild flowers*. We are 
looking at suspending Banbury 5un logos 
on wires in town as well os umbrellas over 
the area around Butchers Row. 

'We are trying to replicate the Edea of the 
'Lanes’ in Brighton in the Church Lone, 
Parson's Street, Market Place, Butcher's 
Row square. 

'We are also looking at working with other 
attractions in the area and seeing if their 
customers con be rendirected towards 
Banbury. 

"There’s a ’Loyal Free’ app that offers 
deals in Banbury Including up to 10% off 
conveyancing during certain periods in the 
year." ♦ 

* Since recording this interview, Jo's 
■pocketful of sunshine' Initiative was 
disgracefuily vandalised: planters being 
unearthed and damaged. Happily these 
hove been restored to their former state. 
The planters complement the colourful 
broiltes that hang in Butcher's Row in the 
town. 
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BUSINESS BY CANDLELIGHT 


LUCY TUKE AND ALICE FOXON TALK ABOUT 
THEIR BUSINESS, HUNTERS MOON 


When did the business start and how did 
you start it? 

Hunters moon launched almost a year 
ago. Hunters Moon was the name of our 
grand fa therms house and is the inspiration 
behind our brand and collection. 

We decided to start Hunters Moon for a 
number of reasons. We are both obsessive 
candle [overs and feel passionately that 
whilst candles make beautiful decoration 
for your home they are for burning, 
enjoying and escaping the everyday. 

When we started our research it became 
very apparent very quickly that everyone 
loves a Jo Malone or a DyptEque candle^ 
(often received as a gift) however they don't 
often Of regularly burn them as they like to 
have them on the shelf or mantleplece 
and don't want them to run out. 

This, amongst other things, lead us to 
launch Hunters Moon. We wanted to offer 
good quality products. Our products are 
plant based, the candies are made from 
soy wax meaning no poroffn is used in 
the making of them, As well as wanting 
to create a quality brand offering a hint 
of luxury and at an affordable price so 
people wouldn't feel guilty burning them 
and could Justify treating themselves or 
someone else to another. 

Where is It based - has It always been 
based here? 

Oxfordshire and yes. 

What are the particular challenges facir^g 
the business at this time? 

Forecasting the number of candles and 
fragrances we have available, fragrance 


is such a personal thing and everyone likes 
something different. 

When we launched we wanted to have 
some familiar fragrances that people 
would recognise, for example we 
have lime, basil and mandarin, this Is a 
classic fragrance and one that Is well 
known and popular. We also have black 
pomegranate, again another classic but 
this is also quite a personal scent to us as 
it reminds us of Hunters Moon. 

Have you made many mistakes as you 
have built up the business? 

We did get a little excited when we came 
across some cardboard postage boxes 
on sale and brought a fair amount only 
to realise that we didn't really need a 
bespoke size,.. 

Do you employ people or do you 'DIY"? 

It'S just US, with the help of our husbands 
and parents who do a 
great job on the heavy 
lifting, packaging and 
babysitting front 1 

Do you have a particular 
fondness for working 
within Ihe Four Sh/res? 

Lucy and 1 were both 
brought up in and 
around Banbury and 
our family had a family 
business in Banbury for 
five generations so it's 
always going to be 
special place for us filled 
with history and heritage. 

Did you always want to 



work within your chosen profession? It not 
what would you do? 

No - We both were lucky enough to work 
for wine and spirits brands but after having 
our second children (they are all very close 
In age) we decided to leave the corporate 
world of cocktails and swap It for candles I 
We love candles so it Is an obvious choice. 
We are also still very partial to a good 
cocktail or two. 

What lessons have you learnt during your 
business career? 

Back to question 4 - That we don't need 
(2000!) card board boxes for sending out 
orders!! Fortunately we can’t remember 
whose idea it was! 

Is the customer always right? 

Yes, always. 

Could you describe a typical working day? 

This doesn't really exist! Everyday is pretty 
much different. But Monday - Wednesday 
we get up and do all things children' 
until 9am when we do the school and 
nursery run. Then our working day starts 
with packing orders, sending emails, visiting 
new and existing customers and posting on 
social media! 
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On Thursdays and Fridays we have the 
children so there is a lot of juggling a nd 
team work that happens between us on 
these days around children napping and 
playing and we have the evenings to 
catch up on the day's events. 

Weekends are then spent catching up or 
at markets selling our candles to wonderful 



“JUGGLING A BUSINESS 
AND YOUNG CHILDREN. 
IT'S VERY HARD TO 


FIND MORE THAN FIVE 
MINUTES WITHOUT 
BEING REQUIRED FOR 
SOMETHING!” 

customers new and old, we try desperately 
to get the family balance in too. It's safe to 
say we are generally pretty busy with lots 
of plates spinning wildly. 

How do you spend your spare time - what 
are your hobbles? 

Ohhh^ spare time, we would love some 
of thatl Our free moments are spent with 
family and friends and walking the dogs. 
We love to squeeze an early morning run 
in, It is a lovely escape for us and really 
helps clear our minds. 

If you coufd have played sport for your 
country what would it be? 

Alice replied: Netball - and I still love to 
play when t get an opportunity. 


What book are you reading at the moment 
and what is your favourite? 

Lucy replied: Juggling a business and 
young children, it's very hard to find more 
than five minutes without being required 
for something] 1 have however recently 
brought The Ufe-Changing Mag/c of 
T/dyj’ng by Marie Kondo. I'm a bit late to 
the party with this book but have high 
hopes for it! 

Favourite Film... and music 

Lucy replied: I otwciys find this a hard 
question, it really depends on my mood, 
love a rom com but also really enjoy a 
good thriller or oction film. Music, would be 
Elton John. 

Marmite - yes or no? 

No, we both hate the stuff but our husbands 
love it. SO there's always a jar in the house. 

Car or motorcycle? 

Car, we can't begin to imagine not having 
the (u;<ury of a boot to fill, either with 
candles or scooters and bikesi 

What are your hopes for the future for the 
company? 

To continue with the growth and with the 
passion we started with. ♦ 


WHAT I SHOULD LOOK 
FOR IN A CONVEYANCER? 


Buying or selling a property can be a stressful process, but there are 
some easy steps you can take to help to make the conveyancing process. ^ 
as smooth and as calm as possible. 



Reputation and client satisfaction 

Take time to research your solicitor or conveyancer. Recommendations 
by professionals, friends or family are a good starting point. Visit the 
solicitor's website and if they have client testimonials, have a read 
through. Some firms have profiles, photos and contact details of their 
conveyancers, so you will know who you will be dealing with. Law 
firms may also be accredited with The Law Society's Conveyancing 
Quality Scheme (CQS), providing evidence of a recognised quality 
standard. It is worth checking whether your preferred firm is so 
accreditated. 

Transparent costs 

Like with most services, you will probably want to get 2 or 3 quotes for 
your conveyancing work. Make sure you are comparing like-for-like 
quotes, that you see a breakdown of the fees and that these are 
transparent and fixed from the outset. 


Regular communication 

Property conveyancing is often dependent on a 'chain' and 
complications can arise that may hold the process up, so it is 
important your conveyancer keeps you Informed of 
developments as they happen. When choosing your 
conveyancer, check how they will be communicating with you, 
for example, ask if they have direa dial and email and can you 
check the progress of your matter online 24/7. 

Spratt Endfcon Soifcfiors has teams of property experts fn 
Banbury, Bicester, Brackfeyand Buckingham. If you would like 
to talk to them about buying or sefling a property, p/ease 
contact Michael Weightman, Residential Property Manager, 

on 01295 204000 or email conveyandng@5e-law.co.uk. 


spratt endicott 


SOLICITORS 


im 'urweyancirtg 
Quality 






01295 204000 

® conveyancing@se-law.co.uk 

a www.se-law.co.uk 
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GRANTS AVAILABLE 

Northamptonshire organisations are being 
given a fresh opportunity to receive up 
to £5,000 funding from, the University of 
Northampton to boost growth and develop 
Ideas. 

The University of Northampton Business 
Innovation Grant (BIG) enables 
organisations in the county to work with 
the institution's academics and facilities, 
with the aim of developing new products, 
processes^ services, gaining new insights or 
generally developing business. 

This is the second round of BIG funding 
offered by the University In 2019. The 
first round, held earlier in the yeor. 


attracted around 50 applications, with six 
organisations being successful. 

One of those was Burton Latimer based 
manufacturer. Versa lift UK, which used 
the BIG fund to link up with the University's 
Engineering department to develop a new 
process that will save both time and money, 

Organisations and businesses are invited to 
express their Interest In BIG, outlining their 
ideas. 

The deadline for expressions of interest is 
Wednesday 9 October. The University will 
then match each application to a relevant 
academic before it enters the competitive 
judging process in November. 

To express an interest in BIG, please email 
charlotte.patrick@northampton.ac.uk. 

BANBURY Cl I AMBER OF 

c:ommerc:e live 2019 

What does Banbury need to look like in the 
future to combat the changing landscape 
of work, technological innovation, 
consumer behaviour, demographics and 
societal shifts? 

Are you ready? 

Banbury Chamber Of Commerce (BCOC) 
Live returns this year with a focus on 


preparing for the future of Banbury. In 
particular, this event will be looking at 
the chaEtenges of an ageing and multi- 
generational workforce, increased 
automation and shifting purchasing habits. 

The event will be free and takes place 
on Thursday 21st November from 9am at 
Banbury Town Hall. As well as networking 
opportunities and brunch, there are 
opportunities to listen, ask questions and 
find out more, so your business con be fully 
prepared. 

Book your free place 

To book your free place, please visit 
Eventbrite Places are limited so don't 
delay. https://www.eventbrlte.co.Uk/e/ 
bcoc - live- pre pa r i ng -b a n bu ry-f or-1 he- 
futufe-tickets-66041611237 



WHITLEY STIMPSON DECLARED 
ONE OF BRITAIN'S TOP 10 
ACCOUNTANCY EMPLOYERS 


Whitley Stimpson 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS AND BUSINESS ADVISORS 


Whitley Stimpson has been named as 
one of the country's best employers 
within its profession. 

The company, which has offices in 
Banbury, Bicester, High Wycombe 
and Witney, has been shortlisted 
as one of the Best Employers in the 
2019 Accountancy Age Awards. This 
followed a rigorous research process, 
which Included a detailed employee 
survey, carried out independently by 
Best Companies Group, the research 


firm behind ‘70+ Best Places to Work' 
programs worldwide. 

The team at Accountancy Age - one of 
the UK's leading industry publications, 
selected Whitley Stimpson to make 
the final list of accredited Top 10 Best 
Employers from the wide range of 
entries received. 

Whitley Stimpson's managing director, 
Jonathan Walton, saidr “We are 
delighted that we have been selected 
as one of Britain's best accountancy 

employers. We take 
our role as employers 
very seriously, not 
only creating the 
most rewarding 
environment we can 
to work in, but also 
taking great pride 
in the continuous 
development and 
training of our staff." 

"This award is 
especially exciting 
as it is based on the 
comments of our 


own team, so it is great to see that they 
enjoy working at Whitley Stimpson.” 

Making the Top 10 list means the 
company is now in the running to take 
the top position, announced alongside 
the British Accountancy Awards that 
are due to take place on 25 September 
at the Grosvenor House, London. 

This follows another shortlist success 
in achieving a top Ave position in the 
Accountancy Excellence Awards 
category 'Investing in People', the 
results of which will be announced on 
12th September 2019. 

To find out more about the fantastic 
career opportunities at Whitley 
Stimpson, please visit; 
www.whitleystimpsan.co.uk/join-us 

Banbury Office: 

+44 [0) 1295 270200 
Bicester Office: 

+44 (0) 1849 252151 
High Wycombe Office: 

+44 (0) T494 448122 
Witney Office: 

+44 (0) 1993 700010 
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RACING AHEAD 



B usfness and leadership 
coach Tim Clarke 
recently visited the Aston 
Martin factory at Gaydon. The 
mission was to discover more 
about this great luxury car 
brand. It has thrived in recent 
years. 

Aston Martin has a history of 
producing some of the most 
prestigious sports touring 
cars that money can buy. 
Remarkably, for a company 
thahs been around for over 
100 years, for the first 90 years 
of Its existence^ It did not make 
a profit. 



Some of the earty players 
are seen now as enthusiastic 
benefoctors, rather than profit- 
driven businessmen. The actor 
Cary Grant is said to have 
been having an intimate dinner 
with one such character. He 
asked If he could have a new 
Aston at cost price as a favour. 
The price wa^ discretely written 
on a piece of paper which 
was then handed back to him. 
Surprised^ the actor claimed 
indignantly that he could get 
the car cheaper than that at a 
showroom. 'You asked for the 
cost price/ he was told! 

So why would anybody pay 
such huge amounts of money 
for an Aston Martin? 


Much of the best work 
however, is being carried out 
by women. 

200 hours might compare to 
around 15 hours for a top of the 
range German car. Whilst these 
bigger manufacturers have 
invested massively In robots, 
Aston has Just one robot (to 
move the car shells about), and 
a team of highly motivated 
craftsmen and craftswomen. 

Aston Martin prides Itself In 
quality not quantity. It currently 
produces approximately 2A 
cars a day. Expensive methods 
need to be used: seam-welding 
rather than spot-welding has 
been used in the past. This 
ensures rigidity - and perfect 
hand ting characteristics as the 
cars corner. 

The average driver's age for an 
Aston Martin has come down 
from the mid 50s to the mid 40s 
in recent years. The majority of 
cars are left-hand drive and 
are exported. The company 
would like to attract more 
women owners. 

Workers are invited to develop 
more than one skill at Gaydon. 
Most take this opportunity and 
it helps massively os 'Just-Sn- 
Time' manufacturing is used, 
where a car is typically at one 
station for 40 minutes - if there 
is a problem at station workers 
can then help each other out 
without the need to side-line a 
car. The employees are loyaL 
staying with the company 
longer than others In the motor 
Industry. 


Perhaps part of that answer 
can be found in the company 
ethos. The company goal is to 
produce beauty, and to blend 
It with racing car technology. 
The result, some might claim^ 

Is the best road car on the 
planet. 

Parts for Aston Martins are 
sourced ffom around the world. 
FI racing car technology has 
also been used. Getting into 
one of their cars Is designed 
to be 'an event'. A car at 
Gaydon might take around 200 
'man-hours' to build. 


At peak capacity the plant Is 
able to work through the night 
and this often happens when 
a new mode! is developed. 
One of the most positive things 
i learnt about the culture 
at Aston Martin is there is a 
'no blame' culture. When 
somebody drops a door panel, 
they work out how this wilt not 
happen again, rather than find 
somebody to blame. 

Why should somebody outside 
the UK buy British? Mark 
Osborne, Global Director 
of Motorsport at Bonhams, 



tells me that It Is partly about 
■heritage'. 

'Aston Martin Is a globally 
recognized brand with a 
heritage that dates back to 
before the First World War. 

The Company has enviable 
sporting DMA which Includes 
nothing less than the World 
Sports Car Championship and 
outright victory at Le Mans in 
1959. This was achieved wtth 
the legendary (and instantly 
recognizable) Texan driver 
Carroll Shelby, partnered with 
Roy Salvadori. It is perhaps 
Shelby's win at the Sarthe 
circuit - and of course DB5. 
BMI 21AA - that cemented 


the great love 
of Aston Martin 
products over 
the pond... Today 
the aspirational 
Marque is revered 
by dedicated 
enthusiasts the 
world over.' 

The car Industry 
has been 
recently described as 'an 
industry that cannot afford Its 
own future'. The company is 
embracing electric cars with 
some of Its future models. So 
should Aston Martin worry 
about Brexit? Actually, It Is 'a 
huge opportunity', said one 
employee, 'as long as the 
government is bold.' He also 
suggested, 'The government 
can be brave with VAT 
charges.' 

And if you need to ask about 
the price... then, yes, you 
probably can't afford it. You 
could however, also be a 
clever woman Just about to 
race away from the boys. ♦ 



TIH CLARKE 

PERFORMANCE COACHING 

Tel: 07984 140739 

Email: leadershipandbusinesscoaching(®gmail.ccim 

www.businessandleadershipcoaching.com 


'KUnlocking Potential for Individuals and Small Businesses 

’KBusiness Coaching 
iKLeadership Coaching 
Career Planning 

iKInterview Preparation and Practice 
'KPublic Speaking/Presentation Preparation and Practice 
1^30 Years Experience as a Qualified Coach/Teacher 
Member of The Coaching Academy 


Bosed near Btjnbury 
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The A417 Gloucester to Cirencester road is a vital artery to our region^ both 
for local traffic and for that travelling between the M4 and MS motorways. 
Whilst largely dual carriageway, a S'A mile section around Birdilip remains 
single carriageway, being a major source of delay and safety issues. This 
section includes the ivitorious climb up Witcombe Hill, leading to the 
Air Balloon Roundabout. After a number of failed attempts to undertake 
Improvements over many years, Highways England are set to publish 
detailed design for a proposed road improvement scheme^ which will see 
this section doubled on a largely new formation. Such will allow public 
consultation on the details of the scheme, the basic route having been 
published earlier this year. 


Like any such scheme, whilst the 
benefits will be significant, for the 
people along the route having their 
property acquired by Highways 
England, there will be significant 
upheaval A number of properties will 
require demolition for the road to be 
constructed, many more will require 
iand to be taken, with mitigation 
works required to allow ongoing 
occupation. Highways England will, 
if the scheme meets approval, have 
compulsory powers for property 
acquisition, both temporarily and 
permanent where required. They will 
be obliged to pay compensation to 
those affected but the rules of such 
compensation daim are complicated 
and specfaiist advice is essential 
to ensure that the best package is 
received, t say package, because 
in some cases a weil thought out 
mitigation scheme might leave a 
property owner in no worse position 
than they were previously and negate 
a financial payment, whiisl leaving 
the property owner reasonably 
satisfied. 

Fisher German are advising a number 
of people along the route, including 
a number of those on Witcombe Hill 
where the most significant works are 
taking place. The existing cutting is 
to be substantially widened prior to 
the new road swinging south, stiii in 
cutting. Our clients range from house 
owners, through business owners, 
to owners of agricultural land, their 
requirements ranging from gaining 



Jonathan Perks 


early saie to Highways through to 
finding a way for them to remain in 
occupation under the best possible 
terms. We have a significant amount 
of experience in such work^ on road 
schemes as weii as other transport 
projects and our thinking is a iways to 
advise on the best way of reachin g 
an agreement with the acquiring 
authority, where such agreement can 
be found. If, foiiowing negotiations, 
our clients cannot agree terms with 
the acquiring authority, then we can 
advise on the alternative methods 
of reaching the best settlement and 
advise on a compensation claim. 

The A417 works are an example 
of the sort of works we may see 
a great deal more of in the next 
few years. After a number of 
years where few new roads were 
constructed. Government policy 


has moved towards relatively smaii 
schemes which close gaps in road 
infrastructure. Larger schemes 
are not entirely absent but tend 
to follow the same principle on a 
grander scaie, such as the pians for 
the Oxford Cambridge Expressway. 
Whether a relatively small scheme 
such as this, or a grander trunk 
scheme, the effect on individuai 
property owners is the same; loss 


of iand and property, with need for 
mitigation and (compensation. Fisher 
German have all the experience and 
expertise needed to handie such 
claims. 

If you are in need of expert vaiuation 
advice on a property matter, call 
Jonathan Perks at our Banbury office 
(012^5 226282) for a no-obligation 
discussion or emaii him at Jonathan. 
perks@fishergerman.co.uk 



^ FISHER 
w GERMAN 


Your local team 


‘ Rural consultancy 

■ Property agency 

■ Planning and development 

- I-IS2 and compulsory purchase 

■ Property management 

■ Commercial 

■ Utilities and infrastructure 


South Central: 



bantu ryiSfishergerma n.co.uk 

s 

bedford@fishe rgerma n .oo.uk 

s 

thame(afishe rgerman.co.u k 


fisliergennan.co.uk 
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GET NOTICED in the Four Shires! 

Call Gail on 07842 108590 or Sharon on 07510 274791 





B R A M.M RtifiskTed 
Fixer Lici?r;soJ (BFIJ 


» qnctitiofi in stone muomy 

Fisit our showroom and 
workshop or request a 
FREE BROCHURE 
from our NEW 
extensive website.,. 

WWW. banburvmemorials.co. uk 

<r 

Tel: 01295 811669 

Fax: 01295 811899 

5 Station Yard. Adderbuty, Nr. Banbury, 
Oxon.OXl7 3HJ 


RIALS 


^ OVER S£ ¥BUtS 


FAST 
mFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 


Mmol 
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THE PERFECT GIFT 
THAT KEEPS ON 
GIVING! 


y'lliC F iwil i i M TilMCh—^TV'MiinM'nil 

Home Automat I on VI deo Di stri b utl on 

FfMVffiw Gi FteewlTV 
Multi Room TV Distribution 

WIFI B oostin g H D TV 

DtSTRtBLJTlDN 

• TY Radio a nd Sate II ite Aeria 1 s 

• Extra points around the house 


East Emergency Repairs 

CCTV 




CMuBNOWrorttw 
tflAesl SKY oltefs 


Telephone: 01295 250 206 
Freephone;08085 364 646 


Subscribe to Four Shires I ios discount on aii new installations 


FOR YOURSELF OR 
A FRIEND 

at www.fourshires.co.uk 
or by post 

12 MONTHS 

ONLY £36 

6 MONTHS 

ONLY £20 


F N PILE & SONS 

FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 
BANBL RY 0X17 IJL 01295 211790 


GARDEN MACHINERY 
SERVICING & REPAIRS 

All makes and models 
collection and delivery available 
Telephone for details 


BUC1INGH4M 


li 


Q , Ray Randerson 
/ Carpets 




Carpets selected from around the ^obe oo display 
at Oxbow Farm* Avon Dassett; CV^7 2AQ 
0I29S 690721 


CjixoliUm 


fkm 


Mu 
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LOOKING BACK 



I n years gone by 
politicians seemed 
to have a great deal 
more Integrity lhan they 
do today. Perhaps It's 
a case of looking back 
through 'rose tinted 
spectacles', but the 
late Labour MP Richard 
Crossman seemed to 
stand by his principles. 

Crossman was born in 
Cropredy at Prescote 
Manor and ended his 
days there in 1974. 

He was MP for Coventry 
&asl and during his 
Hme In office wrote the 
'diaries of a cabinet 
minister . It Is widely 
believed that this 
was the basis for the 
highly successful BBC 
TV programme 'Yes 
Minister'. 

He is pictured here at 
Prescote Manor, back in 
the mid 1960s. ♦ 


PICTURES FROM THE PAST 
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GARDEN MACHINERY 

FIXED PRICE SERVICING 

WWW.TURNEYGROUP.COM 



RIDE ON MOWER 

{Up to 15hp And excluding Iseki) 


£350.00 + vat 



Fuji service including oil, filters, spark plug & fuel/cooling 
system, check & inspect condition of all belts, 
bearings & pulleys, check 
& adjust deck, frcwit wheel 
alignment & tyres. Clean, 
lubricate and fully check over 
machine for correct operation. 

* Excludes Power Collector 


PEDESTRIAN WALK BEHIND MOWER. 
TILLERS & GENERATORS 

(Under 21") 



Full service including oil, filters, spark plug & fuel/cooling system, 
check & inspect condition of all belts, bearings & pulleys, 
check & inspect blade, adjust control cables. Clean, 
lubricate and fully check over machine for correct 
operation. Check drive system* 


£110.00 + vat 

- Push Mower 

£120.00 + vat 

Propelled 


PEDESTRIAN CYLINDER MOWER 



(From U’^to 17") 


Full service, stripdown and check over. 
Cylinder regrind, bottom blade 
grind if possible, set cylinder 
and check. 


£200.00 + vat 

(larger sizes ask for price} 


CHAINSAW 



Full engine service and retune, chain sharpen 
and redress bar. Strip, clean, check 
the machine. 


£79.00 -H vat 


STRIMMERS/BLOWERS/HEDGECUTTERS 



w 


Full engine service and retune. Check, drain and 
flush carburettor & fuel system. Clean and full 
check over of machine for correct operation. 

‘ Excludes hedgecutter blade sharpening. 

* Power Unit Only. 

£79.00 -I-vat 





All services include parts and labour. Additional parts and labour 
used to repair pre-existing faults required outside of the fixed 
price package will be charged once a customer approves this 
work beirtg undertaken. 

We operate a collection and delivery service charged at £24 
for walk behind and £48 for ride on models. 

Prices valid between 18/09/19 -19/05/20. 

Fixed price service on Franchised machines listed 


HOINTOA. 

COUMTaX 



A/Scmcis 


lAWHFLITE 


Mount field 


/’TIGK 



O We-stwood 


SriHL 


'ViioNfi 




HAYTER 

-I .'isr. •“’Wfr 


BOOK YOUR SERVICE TODAY! 

Visit www.turneygroup.com for a full list of packages and prices. 
Weston-on-the-Green Bicester Oxfordshire 0X25 3TJ 
winterservice@turneygroup.com 01869 343292 
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ROLEX 


THE DATEJUST 


The ultimate Rolex classic^ the Datejust was the world s first watch to display 
the date in a window, and continues to be the quintessential watch, reflecting the essence 
of timeless style. Tliis is a story of perpettial excellence, the story of Rolex. 

# Perpetual 




OYSTER PERPETUAL DATEJUST 36 



100 YEARS 

79-80 High Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire 0X16 5JG 
One Gold Street, Northampton NNl ISA 


WATCH FEATURED SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY 










